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AS TO A DECADENCE IN PHARMACY. 


: enterprise of the AMERICAN DruacisT is again 
shown in the special report of the annual meeting 
of the British Pharmaceutical Conference, which is 
printed in this issue in advance of its publication by any 
other drug journal. The Conference stands in the same 
relation to the pharmacists of Great Britain as the Amer- 
ican Pharmaceutical Association does to the pharmacists 
of this country, and it is interesting to note that our Eng- 
lish cousins are being confronted with the same kind of 
problems in regard to the future of pharmacy as we have 
to face here. We are sorry that the limitations of space 
prevented the reproduction in full of the able, instructive 
and entertaining address of President Druce. We have 
only been able to present it in outline, including, however, 
the salient paragraphs relating to the changing conditions 
of present day pharmacy in Great Britain and his forecast 
of its future. 
The English pharmacist is beginning to feel the effect 
of the multiplication of stores and the accompanying in- 
dividualism and to note the consequences. The situation 


in Great Britain has its analogue in the larger centers of 
population here, where stores are multiplying to an exces- 
sive degree, and the returns from investment are becom- 


ing less and less each year. The reaction from this is to 
be observed in the formation of firms or corporations 
which possess the capital and the ability to combine a num- 
ber of stores under one management. Combinations of 
this kind are already doing business in New York, Bos- 
ton, Chicago and San Francisco, and it was only the other 
day that word came to us of a movement on foot in Phil- 
adelphia, whereby a syndicate with a capital of $1,000,- 
ooo would buy out all the retail drug stores in that city. 
As a cause of a certain decadence in pharmacy perceived 
by the President of the British Pharmaceutical Confer- 
ence, the formation of syndicates or combinations hav- 
ing several stores under a single headed control was con- 
sidered the most important, and the one to be most de- 
plored. 

In the early ’sixties and ’seventies when pharmacy 
was perhaps a more exclusive profession, when education 
was less general and the entrance requirements conse- 
quently more severe, commercialism was less to the fore, 
and there was more call upon intellectual faculty and upon 
the pharmacist’s chemical and pharmaceutical training. 
The druggist of to-day buys his preparations ready-made, 
and for the beginner store experience is not what it used 
to be, so that the advocates of the dropping of the store 
experience requirement for both graduates in pharmacy 
and licentiates of boards are, perhaps, justified to a cer- 
tain extent in their contention. 

As a natural result of the new tendency, the spirit of 
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association work has changed, and where scientific re- 
search and investigation were once uppermost we find to- 
day that commercial topics press more insistently for at- 
tention. There is more demand for a knowledge of busi- 
ness methods, and the cry of the day is for a better busi- 
ness education. In fact, the present unfavorable condi- 
tion of the drug trade is referred by some to a lack of the 
qualities and the business knowledge possessed by the suc- 
cessful men in dry goods, groceries and other lines. Ways 
and means have been discussed of making the annual 
meetings of national associations of pharmacists more 
popular, and the remedy that is invariably put forward 
deals with the repression of the scientific spirit and the cul- 
tivation of the commercial and the social. 

We believe there is room for the development of spe- 
eialization in both branches of pharmacy. It is as true of 
our Own country as it is of countries perhaps more ad- 
vanced in education and culture that the drift of the edu- 
cated pharmacist is toward congenial occupation, and the 
study and the application of the truly educated pharmacist 
tends more and more in the direction of the public analyst 
and bacteriologist, and it is in this capacity as well as in 
that of the medicine dispenser that he is likely to serve 
the community and preserve as much as may be left of the 
“lost art” of the apothecary. On the other hand, the ex- 
clusive cultivation of “ side lines,” department store meth- 
ods and all that is included under the term “ business ed- 
ucation ” makes for a differentiation into classes of phar- 
macists such as obtains in countries like France and Ger- 
many. In fact, a beginning has been made in this direc- 
tion in this country by the recognition of two grades of 
licensees by the Board of Pharmacy of the State of New 


York. 





THE ST. LOUIS MEETING. 


N our news column we print an outline of the plans of 
| the local committee, a perusal of which indicates 
that those druggists who take this occasion to visit St. 
Louis will not be in danger of having time hang heavily 
upon them. The applications for space by prospective 
exhibitors have been so numerous as to insure the suc- 
cess of this novel feature of this meeting and the com- 
mittee having this feature in charge are determined to 
make the exhibit so interesting and so instructive that 
every pharmacist who gives it the proper degree of at- 
tention will be not only entertained but materially bene- 
fited. In fact, the primary reason for the institution of 
an exhibit was not to give an opportunity for manufac- 
turers to place their wares before the retailer, but to give 
to the retailer an opportunity to see for himself all that 
is new, original and instructive in pharmacy, and it is 
confidently hoped that the exhibit will prove the means 
ef largely increasing the attendance of the men actively 
engaged in the retail drug business—the men behind the 
counter. 

Another feature of the meeting which promises to be 
ef great value to the practical druggist is the work of the 
Committee on Practical Pharmacy, which has grown in 
interest and importance from year to year as a widening 
eircle of druggists lend their aid to the committee on 
what is practically a collective study of the practical prob- 
lems of the drug store. The compounding and dispensing 
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of drugs is by no means a lost art, a fact very clearly 
shown in the statistics submitted by this committee at 
the Baltimore meeting, and the problems of the dispens- 
ing counter are of perennial interest, there being ever new 
remedies and new combinations and consequently new 
problems to be solved by the dispensing druggist. 

As noted in our news columns, a special excursion 
rate of a fare and a third has been made by the railroads 
leading to St. Louis, and members who go by way of Buf- 
falo can secure the privilege of stopping over at the Pan- 
American Exposition by depositing their tickets and pay- 
ing a fee of one dollar. Details as to the routes from 
the respective sections will be furnished by the several 
members of the Transportation Committee, whose names 
follow : 

Chas. Caspari, Jr., Baltimore ; S. A. D. Sheppard, Bos- 
ton; Caswell A. Mayo, New York; W. J. M. Gordon, 
Cincinnati; Moody B. Avary, Atlanta; T. Ashby Miller, 
Richmond; Albert E. Ebert, Chicago; Chas. T. Heller, 
St. Paul; A. K. Finlay, New Orleans, and H. M. Whelp- 
ley, St. Louis. 


WHERE SHALL THE STATE ASSOCIATION 
MEET NEXT YEAR ? 
O decision has as yet been arrived at by the Executive 
Committee of the New York State Pharmaceutical 
Association in regard to the selection of a place of meet- 
ing for next year’s convention. When the city of Elmira 
was named by the committee which was appointed to se- 
lect a suitable locality at the June meeting in Buffalo the 
committee’s choice failed to receive the unanimous ap- 
proval of the members present, and the final determina- 
tion of a meeting place was left to the Executive Com- 
mittee of the association. While the selection of Elmira 
was perhaps inadvisable at the time, owing to the fact that 
the druggists of that city had not expressed a unanimous 
desire to bring the meeting there, the situation is differ- 
ent now, and from all accounts there is a real wish on the 
part of the Elmirians to receive the druggists of the State 
and entertain them fittingly in 1902. In regard to the 
movement for the selection of Brighton Beach, New York 
City, as a place of meeting, we confess to have little, sym- 
pathy with it. New York City has been well favored in 
the recent past, and it is questionable if any great addition 
to the membership or any other special benefit would re- 
sult from holding the meeting here in 1902. It is unfor- 
tunate in this connection that political considerations 
should have any influence in the probable choice, but such 
seems to be the case in the present instance, and it would 
clear the air considerably and be very reassuring to the 
druggists of the whole State, irrespective of parties or di- 
visions, if a speedy decision in favor of Elmira were to be 
rendered by the Executive Committee. In saying this we 
are sure we reflect the sentiments of every druggist in the 
sano who has the interest of the State Association at 
eart. 








The AMERICAN DruaoIstT regrets to state that it has been 
imposed upon by the author of the article on Ice Cream pub- 
lished in our last issue on page 37. The article was submitted 
to us in apparent good faith as an original essay, and was 
accepted and paid for as such, but the editor of Merck’s Re- 
port advises us that it was first published as an original com- 
munication in the columns of that journal for May, 1900. We 
are glad to publish this as a warning to the editors of other 
pharmaceutical periodicals who may be approached by O. B. 
Salisbury for the sale of MSS. We may add that Salisbury 
has admitted his guilt in this most discreditable transaction. 
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DISTINCTIVENESS AS A FEATURE OF 
TABLETS. 


By SEWARD W. WILLIAMS, PuH.C, F.C.S. 


OTE the space devoted by the Pharmacopeeia to the 
N physical characters of drugs, especially crystalline 
salts, active principles, etc., and consider the application 
of it all to much of what the 
present day pharmacist dispenses 
—tablets and tablet triturates in 
particular. It is evident that 
natural distinctions are largely 
lost, active poisons and harmless 
remedies often looking exactly 
alike, while the same thing may 
appear in divers forms and 
colors. 








IMPORTANCE ATTACHED TO CHAR- 
ACTERISTIC APPEARANCE OF 
MEDICINES. 


Considerable value has in the 
past been accorded to differen- 
tiating qualities in remedial 
agents. 

In 1840 liquorice was omitted from paregoric because 
it gave a dark color resembing laudanum, thus leading to 
a possible confusion of the two opium tinctures—an ex- 
ample of deletion with a view to avoiding mistakes. 

Compound tincture of lavender was used in solution 
of potassium arsenite to give distinctive taste and color— 
an illustration of addition with the object of providing 
against errors.’ 

Morphine is being supplied in cubes to emphasize its 
individuality—an instance of change of form to preclude 
misuse. 

A number of proprietary tablets bear letters or mono- 
grams, and an imported pill has the name “ Blaud ” im- 
pressed on its surface—artificial distinctions, which, what- 
ever their main object, serve the purpose of ready differ- 
entiation. 





SEWARD W. WILLIAMS. 


GENERAL ABSENCE OF DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS. 


Of the thousands of tablets, tablet triturates and pills 
in use, however, very few possess any distinctive fea- 
tures, except where color or taste assert themselves, and 
even these, in the case of tablets and pills, are commonly 
suppressed by coating. Not only are qualitative differ- 
ences obliterated, but quantitative distinctions as well, 
there commonly being no difference in size corresponding 
to the amount of active agent present. 

Is it desirable that distinctive features in medicines be 
maintained in so far as practicable? Or is it better that 
. they be lost or disguised ? 


INTERESTS INVOLVED. 


The individual interests of the physician, the pharma- 
cist, the patient and the manufacturer are all involved in 
these questions. The security of all concerned would 
seem to be favored, directly or indirectly, by the most 
practicable means of readily distinguishing between med- 
icines ; but if we may judge by the opposition of the med- 
ical profession to any provision for easy recognition, it is 
in the interests of physicians that distinctive features be 
lost or destroyed. As to the public, the very large class 
in the community, which derives more good from an un- 
known than from a know1. remedy, may, in a way, be ben- 


1 The addition of com: 
side that of givin 


und spirit of lavender serves another pepere be- 
distinctiveness of eee ; it preserves the solution 
from the growth of a fungus peculiar to solutions of arsenic.—EpITor. 
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efited by having no clew to what the doctor is giving 
it. The smaller but more philosophical class is served as 
well by knowledge as by mystery and runs fewer risks. 


POSSIBLE DANGERS. 


When the pharmacist dispenses two or three kinds of 
tablets all looking alike, they are distinctly labeled and 
probably put up in boxes of different colors. But when 
the physician comes into the house with his elegant buggy 
case outfit, it is not impossible that different tablets of the 
same appearance may be left in unmarked or loosely 
marked cups or saucers, and that, although his directions 
may be explicit, a servant in dusting the room may change 
the position of the receptacles, with the result that a child 
may take the medicine intended for an adult with un- 
pleasant consequences. 


MANUFACTURERS HAVE DONE THEIR PART. 


It is but justice to certain manufacturers to say that 
they have done their best to reduce risks all along the 
line. Some years ago a great manufacturing house 
adopted the plan of imprinting on each of their tablet 
triturates a number corresponding to a number in their 
price-list, naturally believing that all concerned would ap- 
preciate such a ready means of differentiation. But it 
turned out that this was just what the physician did not 
want, and that he was opposed to any means by which 
the patient could, through any source, identify the remedy 
prescribed. (Unfortunately the same objection applies 
to prescriptions and copies thereof, but this is aside from 
our subject. It suggests the need of sealed or popularly 
indecipherable prescriptions with no ownership on the 
part of the patient and consequently no claim to copies.) 
All the manufacturers can do under the circumstances is 
to insure, by their systems of checks and cross checks, ab- 
solute security until their seals are broken. “ Eternal 
vigilance ” is their motto, and they live up to it. 


OPPOSITION OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


It makes little difference why physicians oppose dis- 
tinctive features in tablets. They do so oppose them and 
manufacturers must be governed accordingly. The not 
unnatural pharmaceutical explanation is that the doc- 
tors want to control the distribution of tablets. ‘The med- 
ical explanaion is that the best results are obtained when 
the patient remains in ignorance of what he is taking. 
There is doubtless a good deal of truth in each view of 
the case; but we must certainly give the medical profes- 
sion credit for unselfishness in its attitude toward pre- 
ventive medicine, and why not in the matter of tablets as 
well? 

THE THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF MYSTERY. 


Suppose the doctor prescribes chocolate coated quin- 
ine tablets, and the patient objects to taking quinine; the 
physician simply indulges the complainant by giving 
him a pink sugar coated tablet, and the sick man won- 
ders what it was that did him so much good. Another 
doctor may want to change from purple to orange for the 
same reason. And so it goes, ab hoc et ab hac, confu- 
sion worse confounded, and the rainbow weeps over its 
chromatic inadequacy. It is, however, a question 
whether the therapeutic value of mystery is not often 
more than counterbalanced by the risks involved. 


PRINTING ON PILLS. 


In the early eighties, the founder of one of the largest 
pill houses in the world invented a most ingenious ma- 
chine for printing on pills either in color or by mere im- 
pression; but, while this solved the problem from the 
standpoint of safety, physicians objected for the reasons 
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already given, and the machine remained unused—a mon- 
ument to the painstaking care and thoughtful precau- 
tion of the manufacturing pharmacist. 


PRACTICAL DIFFICULTIES. 


One of the great tablet houses has frequently re- 
sorted to coloring as a means of individualizing various 
formulas of compressed tablets; but, aside from the ob- 
jections given, it was found that it was impractical be- 
cause of so many proprietary tablets which were exact 
duplicates of those regularly offered by pharmaceutical 
manufacturers for professional use. Difficulty was also 
found in using dies of uneven surface to stamp letters or 
figures on the tablets, there being in many instances 
extra breakage and expense in production. Even in the 
case of proprietary tablets, where this difficulty is either 
overcome or disregarded, it is not uncommon for the 
physician to order the remedy put up in capsules rather 
than let the patient lose its mystic effects because of 
knowledge conveyed by the imprint on the tablets. 


TABLETS TO WHICH THE FOREGOING OBJECTIONS DO NOT 
APPLY. 


There are two classes of tablets, however, to which 
the preceding arguments do not apply—poisonous anti- 
septic tablets for the surgeon’s own use, and dispensing 
tablets designed for exclusive employment by the pharma- 
cist. In the former, color, form and imprint have al- 
ready been resorted to as a means of ready distinction, 
and with little or no opposition. In the latter, so far as 
the writer knows, lack of any distinctive features is the 
rule. In this class we may have a one grain strychnine 
tablet, a half-grain morphine tablet or a fourth-grain 
atropine tablet, all of which look alike—neither kind nor 
quantity finding any expression in appearance or size. 
The manufacturers are careful to state that they should 
never be sold to the public, as each tablet contains a poi- 
sonous dose. The makers also use bottles of distinctive 
form. This class of tablets is at present numerically 
small; but the manifest accuracy and convenience af- 
forded so strongly commend them to the pharmacist that 
it is quite probable that during the next ten years they 
will greatly increase in number and use. 


EACH MAKER A LAW TO HIMSELF. 


Inasmuch as the objections to distinctive features do 
not obtain in the case of dispensing tablets, it would be 
quite natural for each manufacturer to adopt some scheme 
by which each tablet would bear evidence of individual- 
ity or sufficiently close classification, for the danger of 
mistaking one of these tablets for another—perhaps of 
most violent and opposite physiological action—is prob- 
ably greater than has ever before presented itself in 
pharmaceutical preparations. Notwithstanding that the 
bottles are of such form as to insure a knowledge that 
some dispensing tablet is in hand, once out of the bottle 
the tablets would seem to be unrecognizable without an 
analysis both qualitative and quantitative. When once 
the manufacturer’s seal is broken, the reputation of a life 
time may hang on the precautions taken by the pharma- 
cist. 


POSSIBILITY OF EVEN REMOTE DANGERS SHOULD BE 
GUARDED AGAINST. 


It may seem unwise or even wrong to suggest that 
there lie in existing conditions possibilities not only of 
mistakes, but for foul play designed to injure the pharma- 
cist, his clerk, the physician, the patient or the manufac- 
turer. In many pharmacies the dispensing stand is not 
as inaccessible as it should be. We do not hesitate to dis- 
cuss preventive measures generally for fear of suggest- 
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ing the evil we desire to negative. Our duty is to make 
danger, in so far as we can, impossible. If there was ever 
need of precaution in pharmacy, it is certainly called for 
in the case of highly poisonous tablets looking not only 
like each other, but closely resembling a multitude of 
harmless things. , 

NEED OF A SCHEME INDORSED BY SOME GENERALLY REC- 

OGNIZED AUTHORITY. 

It would seem that some scheme for individualizing 
or closely classifying these tablets by means of color, 
form or imprint (imprint is doubtless best) should be 
adopted. Such a plan, to be capable of general adop- 
tion, should receive the indorsement of some generally 
recognized authority, as the Pharmacopceia or National 
Formulary. Otherwise manufacturers, naturally averse 
to copying each other, may each adopt a system of 
-his own, with a resulting confusion approaching in dan- 
ger the existing sameness. An official indorsement of a 
plan, formulated with the co-operation of those most in- 
terested, should be sufficient to insure unity of action, 
should action after thorough consideration be deemed de- 
sirable. Ten years from now the question may present 
insuperable complications. 

In the case of tablets generally, however desirable dis- 
tinctive features may be, from considerations of public . 
safety, they are evidently out of the question. The doc- 
tors have settled this point. 

There seems no reason, however, why objections 
should be raised in any quarter against a practical plan, 
if such can be devised and generally agreed upon, for in- 
dividualizing, in so far as possible, tablets which never go 
as such to the patient and which are handled only by the 
pharmacist. 





DRUG STANDARDS AND HOW TO ESTABLISH 
THEM. 


By A. R. L. DoumeE, PH.D., BALTIMORE, MD. 


(Continued from page 358, Volume XX XVIII.) 
JABORANDI LEAF. 


Pilocarpus pennatifolius has been for many years a 
rather neglected drug on account of the success following 
the hypodermic administration of its active principle, 
pilocarpine. It has, on the other hand, been interesting 
as well, inasmuch as the constitution of its active prin- 
ciple, pilocarpine, after being so neatly worked out and 
promulgated by Hardy and Calmels, has been shown to be 
wrong, and the conclusions drawn by these chemists un- 
warranted. To further make the matter interesting, two 
investigators are now at the same time busy on this subject 
of the constitution of pilocarpine—Messrs. Pinner 
in Berlin and Power and Jowett in London. As 
is unfortunately, but probably naturally, the case 
in such cases, there is some sparring going on 
between the two investigators. This lends zest and 
interest to the work for both, and stirs both up to their 
best endeavor. Pilocarpine, and, of course, jaborandi, 
increase the secretions of the salivary and lachrymal 
glands, as well as the mucous glands of the mouth, 
throat, nose, and deeper respiratory passages, the pan- 
creas, gastric secretory glands, the intertinal glands, and 
particularly the sweat glands and cerunimous glands. 
These glands secrete more solid as well as more liquid 
matter. The bile, urine and milk are apparently not af- 
fected by the drug. The seat of action of the drug is the 
terminations of the secretory nerves—the minute fibrils 
which ramify between the epitheleal cells. These fibrils 
are stimulated by pilocarpine and paralyzed by atropine, 


so that atropine is the antidote for pilocarpine, which an- 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


tagonism is also manifested on the eye, as pilocarpine con- 
tracts the pupil. As it has not been definitely settled 
at the present writing whether pilocarpine is the only 
active principle of the drug, and whether isopilocarpine 
is also active, the determination of total alkaloids is as yet 
the only correct criterion of the strength of the drug 
jaborandi. Since as much as 1.95 per cent. pilocarpine 
has been obtained from hairy leaves of Pilocarpus 
pennatifolius, and about I per cent. is said to be the 
average yield from these leaves commercially in the manu- 
facture of the alkaloid, it would seem that about 0.75 per 
cent. would be a safe standard for total alkaloids for the 
drug. On the other hand, however, these hairy leaves 


are not generally met with in commerce, and I have great ’ 


trouble in securing them at times, and the bald leaves 
contain considerably less, running sometimes as low as 
0.25 per cent. total alkaloids. Besides this, there have 
come in recent years into the market quantities of small 
jaborandi leaves of the variety Pilocarpus microphyllus, 
and these yield quite considerably less alkaloids, in fact run 
as low at times as 0.15 per cent. total alkaloids. While this 
should not affect the question, inasmuch as they will not 
yield satisfactory results therapeutically, yet it appears 
proper not to make the standard too high, in view of the 
apparent depreciation of the yield of the leaves in recent 
years, and it would seem best*to make the standard 0.5 
per cent. total alkaloids, which would yield preparations 
of ample therapeutic strength, and yet not too high to en- 
able pharmacists to procure the necessary raw material 
therefor. 
KOLA NUT. 


For many years caffeine containing drugs have been 
in common use, not only as a beverage, as in the case of 
tea and coffee, but also as a medicament, as in case of 
guarana and more recently also kola. It is an unex- 
plained fact and curiosity that for so many centuries 
civilized and uncivilized peoples have so universally al- 
most used caffeine containing plants as beverages, espe- 
cially as they possess no peculiar taste or odor to guide in 
their discovery or selection. Besides this, caffeine, theo- 
bromine or any other of the xanthine compounds possess 
no qualities that induce marked symptoms or effects as do 
alcohol, opium, cocaine or hashish, and which explain the 
frequent use of these drugs. In fact, these caffeine con- 
taining drugs possess just the opposite effects, brighten- 
ing the intellectual faculties, stimulating to increased 
energy and work. Coffee contains caffeine ; tea contains 
caffeine, together with some theophylline (theine being 
identical with caffeine) ; cacao or chocolate contains theo- 
bromine; guarana paste from Brazil is formed from the 
seeds of Paullima Sorbilis, and contains caffeine and theo- 
bromine; Paraguay tea contains a little caffeine, but less 
than ordinary tea or coffee, and kola contains caffeine, 
with small quantities of theobromine. Caffeine, theo- 
bromine and theophylline stimulate the central nervous 
system, while caffeine acts besides on the kidneys, muscle 
and heart. None of them are by any means strong poi- 
sons, and fatal intoxication has not been observed as fol- 
lowing their use. Large injections of caffeine resemble 
strychnine in their action, the reflex irritability is markedly 
increased, the lightest touch being followed by powerful 
contraction of almost all the muscles of the body. In 
ordinary doses, caffeine stimulates the central nervous 
system, especially that part associated with psychical func- 
tions.’ Ideas become clearer, thought flows more 
rapidly and fatigue and drowsiness disappear. The 
stimulation of the higher nervous centers is often evi- 
denced by the insomnia which in many people follows 
indulgence in coffee or tea late at night. Coffee facili- 
tates the reception of sensory impressions, including a 
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more sensitive and delicate touch, and also the association 
of ideas, while the transformation of intellectual con- 
ceptions into actual movements is retarded: While both 
caffeine and strychnine act on the spinal cord, increasing 
the activity of nerve cells, caffeine acts on the psychical, 
while strychnine acts on the vital or reflex functions there- 
of. Caffeine stimulates and strengthens muscle, and for 
this reason induces to work and prevents fatigue; it also 
increases the absolute strength of the heart’s action, as 
the heart contracts against a greater aortic pressure than 
it would normally, due to the caffeine increasing aortic 
pressure by contracting the smaller arteries, and at the 
same time the amount of blood expelled by each heart beat 
is slightly increased. Caffeine also strengthens and quick- 
ens the respiration by a stimulant action on the medullary 
center; increases the body temperature from 0.5 to 1 de- 
gree C., and especially acts on the kidneys, causing a de- 
cidedly increased secretion of urine. It acts directly on 
the renal epithelium, causing an increase in its activity, 
which is manifested by a more rapid secretion of urine. 
Guarana has fallen off decidedly in recent years, and its 
place is rapidly being taken by kola, although the latter 
contains by far less caffeine than guarana. The great 
difference in price probably accounts for this. It has 
been found that the caffeine is contained in kola in the 
form of a tannin compound called kolanin, and in assaying 
it, it is necessary to decompose this before extracting the 
caffeine. There are two kinds of kola nuts in use—those 
from Africa and those from the West Indies. The 
former are smaller and chocolate brown in color. There 
is practically no difference in the amount of caffeine they 
contain, and the African variety is the main one met with 
in commerce. There is nothing in the claim that kola 
preparations from fresh nuts possess any merit or ad- 
vantage over those made from dried nuts. It has prac- 
tically been decided that kola will be official in the next 
pharmacopeeia, so that more importance will hence attach 
to it than has been the case heretofore. The experience 
of some investigators indicates that only 1.25 per cent. 
caffeine is contained in the average kola nut, but my ex- 
perience indicates that they contain more, and that 2 per 
cent. is a fair standard for them—. e., for dried kola nuts. 
The theobromine is, of course, included with the caffeine 
in this standard. 


MALEFERN ROOT. 


Although malefern root is as old, perhaps, as any drug, 
and although many other taenicides have been proposed, 
tried and used with more or less success, still malefern 
holds its own, and is used probably as much to-day as 
ever. This is undoubtedly due to the fact that it contains 
principles that kill the tape worm, while the efficiency of 
cusso, pomegranate, pink root and pumpkin seed is more 
or less questionable. Some authorities say it is advisable 
to administer oils, especially castor oil, with the malefern, 
as it facilitates its passage through the stomach to the 
intestine, and prevents its absorption in the stomach, thus 
preventing its producing its poisonous effects by absorp- 
tion in the stomach. Other authorities, notably Poulsson, 
claim that it is not desirable to administer oils with the 
malefern, as they dissolve the filicic acid and thus promote 
its absorption. This is an important question in view of 
the not infrequent poisoning that has occurred after the 
inhibition of malefern. In Germany, the prevailing senti- 
ment apparently favors the administration of the malefern 
with the castor oil; in fact, they advise mixing the oil 
with the drug before extracting the oleoresin. It has 
been generally considered that filicic acid is the active 
principle of malefern ; but Boehm has found that the drug 
contains, besides filicic acid, a series of neutral and acid 
bodies present, according to him, in larger quantities than 
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filicic acid—aspidin, aspidinin, flavaspidic acid, albaspidin 
and aspidinol. Of these, aspidin is contained in the larg- 
est quantity in the root, and is the most important, al- 
though aspidinin is also highly poisonous. Boehm con- 
siders the therapeutic and toxicological effects of the male- 
fern are attributable to aspidin, aspidinin and filicic acid. 
In view of Boehm’s work, the question of standardizing 
malefern becomes too uncertain to actually establish a 
reliable standard for the drug with assurance. It has 
not been-established that aspidin and aspidinin are really 
taenicides, and until more definite facts are established 
pharmacologically about all three of these substances we 
cannot expect to establish any trustworthy standard. If 
it is desirable to standardize malefern at all, pending this 
work, it would seem that a filicic acid standard would 
be as trustworthy as anything that can be found, espe- 
cially as Fltckiger states that in his opinion the active 
principle of malefern is unquestionably filicic acid. Accord- 
ing to Daccomo, filicic acid is the isobutyric acid ester of 
oxynaphthoquinone. The ethereal extract of malefern 
—1, é., the oleoresin—should contain 6 per cent. of filicic 
acid. In view of the fact that children are probably as 
commonly administered oleoresin malefern as adults, and 
on account of the markedly unpleasant nature of the dose, 
it would be a distinct gain for medicine if the pharma- 
cologists would take up the matter and decide just what 
is the taenicidal principle, and then administer that in 
the pure form. If it is one of the three mentioned sub- 
stances, it can be made up into chocolate coated tablets, 
and there would be no trouble henceforth in curing tape- 
worm, since any child will take a chocolate coated tablet. 


MANDRAKE ROOT. 


Mayapple or mandrake root has practically gone out 
of use as such in medicine on account of the general use 
of its so-called resinoid, podophyllin. As usual with 
these resinoids, podophyllin is a mixture of several sub- 
stances, two of which are probably podophyllotoxin and 
picropodophyllin; but the chemistry of these substances 
is as yet so hazy that nothing definite can be said of them. 
Pending the advent of this work, we can establish no bet- 
ter standard for mandrake than a podophyllin standard, 
and this has been commonly placed at 4 per cent. podo- 
phyllin. 

NUX VOMICA. 


That nux vomica contains two alkaloids, brucine and 
strychnine, in about equal amounts, has long been known, 
and also that strychnine was probably the only efficient 
alkaloid present. Yet despite this knowledge, it has been 
usual to take no chances and to standardize the drug by 
the amount of total alkaloids it contained. As this quan+ 
tity averaged in typical samples of the drug 3 per cent., 
this quantity was determined upon as the standard 
strength for nux vomica. The British Pharmacopeeia, 
1898, establishes a strychnine standard for the liquid 
and solid extracts, viz., 1.5 grammes strychnine in 100 
c.c. for the liquid and 5 per cent. strychnine for the solid 
extract. The German Pharmacopceia still adheres to the 
total alkaloid standard, but in its usual indefinite way 
mentions no standard, but regulates its standard by stat- 
ing that the alkaloids from a certain amount of drug, after 
being extracted as prescribed, shall not require more than 
a certain amount of centinormal alkali solution to titrate 
to a permanent indicator color. No one knows just what 
this standard is until he calculates over the whole process, 
and then, no doubt, many will not be able to find out what 
it is. Nothing can be gained by this secret method of 
assay, it seems to me. Pharmacology teaches us that 
strychnine is a powerful stimulant of the central nervous 
system. It quickens the respiration and deepens it; it 
does not affect the heart, but does stimulate the vasomotor 
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center. In the alimentary tract it has the same action as 
other bitter substances, producing a flow of saliva and in- 
creased appetite if taken before meals. In the metabol- 
ism it produces a very great activity of the muscles, and 
therefore increases very greatly the consumption of oxy- 
gen and the output of carbonic acid. Brucine resembles 
strychnine very closely in action, but is about 1-40 as 
strong only, requiring about forty times the dose to pro- 
duce the same effect. It acts, besides, powerfully on the 
nerve terminals of voluntary muscle, which strychnine 
does not. The strychnine standard of the drug should 
be 1.5 per cent. ; of the fluid extract 1.25 per cent., and of 
the solid extract 6.5 per cent. 
OPIUM. 

Opium is assayed by its morphine strength, and while 
no opium is admitted into this country that contains less 
than 9 per cent. of morphine, this is not its standard by 
any means. The gum that is usually sent to market con- 
tains about 10 to 10% per cent. of crystallized morphine, 
although I have assayed Salonica opium that assayed as 
high as 17 per cent. morphine. In making opium prepara- 
tions any strength opium will answer, as the assay of the 
finished preparation is what really decides the assay 
strength thereof. Thus, to make official laudanum, which 
contains 1.3 to 1.5 grams of crystallized morphine in 
100 Cc., one can use an opium assaying 10 per cent. or 
one assaying 15 per cent. morphine, the only difference 
being that in the latter instance less opium will be re- 
quired, and the product will have less extractive and less 
specific gravity. When these assayed products become 
more general, as they will in the next pharmacopeeia, and 
still more so in the succeeding pharmacopeeias, the ques- 
tion of heavy full strength fluid extracts will have to be 
shelved, for the density or specific gravity of a fluid ex- 
tract will be no criterion of its active principle—i. e., 
therapeutic strength. In other words, a thin fluid extract 
of cascara sagrada, ergot, etc., may be as active therapeu- 
tically, or more so, in fact, than a heavy fluid extract of 
the same drugs; for while the latter may be loaded with 
inert extractive and contain but little active principle, the 
former may contain more active principle and considera- 
bly less extractive. In reference to the standard of 
opium, it is of interest to point out that the custom is to 
state this in terms of crystallized morphine, which means 
morphine plus one molecule of water of crystallization. 
Just why this was done is difficult to say, for it requires 
a heat not exceeding 60 degrees C., whereas the usual 
temperature for drying substances for analytical results 
is 100 degrees C. As the morphine was formerly weighed 
on a filter and requires continued heating at 100 degrees 
C. to get it anhydrous, it might have been the fear of char- 
ring or altering the weight of the filter paper weighed 
with the morphine that established the custom of the 
weighing with one molecule of water of crystallization. 
The present standards for opium and its official prepara- 
tions are given below. In view of the fact that the opium 
of commerce is getting a little richer in morphine than 
it was, it may be possible that the standard in the next 
pharmacopceia may be raised a little, although for reasons 
above given this is not necessary by any means. 

Opii Pulvis, not less than 13 nor more than 15 per 
cent. of cryst. morphine. 

Opium, in the moist condition, not less than 9 per 
cent. cryst. morphine. 

Extractum Opii, 18 per cent. crystallized morphine. 

Tinctura Opii (Laudanum), 1.3 to 1.5 grams cryst. 
morphine in 100 Cc. 

Tinctura Opii Camphorata (Paregoric), not assayed. 

Tinctura Opii Deodorata, same as Tinctura Opii. 

Vinum Opii, 1.3 to 1.5 grams of cryst. morphine in 
100 Cc. 


(To be continued.) 
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AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
NEW REMEDIES. 





Br. iscine.—Viscum album contains a substance styled 
viscine which is analogcus to rubber and Riehl (Wiener 
Klin. Rundschau, 1900, 44, 888) found that it could be 
used with great advantage in plasters, mixed with pow- 
ders designed for application to the skin. Viscine does 
not irritate the integument, and its color and odor do not 
hinder its use in plasters. 


Melon. A cicatrisant. The concentrated extract of 
Melilotus ceruleus of the natural order Papilionacez, con- 
taining cumarin probably in combination with melilotic 
acid, and an essential oil. It occurs as a thick, greenish- 
black liquid with an aromatic odor. It may be applied to 
wounds in order to stimulate healing and the formation of 
scars.—Centralbl f. d. ges. Ther., Nov., 1900. 


Dymal.—Salicylate of didymium is sold under this 
designation by a German chemical firm. According to 
C. Kopp this remedy is a very fine, non-irritating, anti- 
septic and dessicant powder for wounds. As it is a by- 
product in the manufacture of the Welsbach incandescent 
“mantles ” it is very inexpensive. It can be used as dust- 
ing-powder or in a ten per cent. lanolin ointment.— 
Pharm. Centralhalle, 1901, No. 10. 


Alsol.—This is a combination of aluminium with ace- 
tic and tartaric acids, and may be used in many infectious 
conditions in medicine and surgery. Hoenigschmeid 
used it as an antiseptic and astringent, non-toxic gargle, 
and prefers it to potassium chlorate. In glossitis (in- 
flammation of the tongue) and in croup it may be used in 
a I per cent. solution as a wash, and the parts may be 
painted with a 5 per cent. solution—Therap. Monat- 
schefte, 1900, 14, 589. 


Pankreon is a gray, odorless powder which is pre- 
pared by the action of tannin upon pancreatine. It is 
very resistant to the gastric juice, and has a marked 
tryptic effect, 1 gramme of pankreon digesting in 15 min- 
utes at 40 degrees C. 100 grammes of albumin in a slight- 
ly alkaline solution. It has been used in many cases of 
pancreatic insufficiency (absence of trypsin in the secre- 
tion) with good success by Gockel.—Pharm. Central- 
halle, 1901, No. Io. 


Dermosapol.—This is a mixture of oil, fat, lanolin and 
paraffin, together with alkalies in insufficient quantities 
for complete saponification. Various substances that are 
to be absorbed by the skin may be added to dermosapol. 
Among these are potassium iodide, cod liver oil, balsam of 
Peru, etc., in the treatment of tuberculosis and scrofula. 
These compounds never irritate the skin. Dermosapol 
may be employed in diseases of the skin, in surgery, and 
in diseases of women. In combination with lysol or cor- 
rosive mercuric chloride, or carbolic acid it may be used 
for the disinfection of the surgeon’s hands or of the field 
of operation.—Deutsche med. Woch., Febr., 1901. 


“ Tutu.”—Easterfield and Aston (Proc. Chem. Soc. 
16, 213) examined three varieties of “ tutu ”—viz., Cori- 
aria ruscifolia, C. thymifolia and C. angustissima. They 
isolated from these a glucoside “tutuin,” C,,H,,.O,, 
which occurs in colorless crystals, melting at 208-200, 
very soluble in acetone, less so in chloroform, insoluble 
in benzene. Marshall found that the action of “tutu ” is 
similar to that of coriamyrtin, but it is much less stimu- 
lating. The action of the new glucoside is chiefly upon 
the medulla oblongata and the base of the brain. The 
“tutu” plant belongs to the genus coriaria, which is well 
known in New Zealand and used in various forms by the 
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Maoris in drinks, dyes, tattooing, ete—Nouveaux Rem- 
édes, 1901, p. 227. 


Pyramidon camphorate-—Lyonnet and Langon (Lyon 
médical, April 28, 1901) have called attention to the ex- 
periments of Albert Robin, Bardet, and Bertherand with 
pyramidon (an amide derivative of antipyrine), and have 
shown that, according to these observers, this remedy has 
the property of increasing the coefficient of oxydation, a 
property which justifies its use in tuberculosis. The only 
objection is that the remedy in question is at the same 
time a diaphoretic, and produces in these patients proftise 
sweats. In order to obviate this disadvantage, Berth- 
erand combined it with camphoric acid, the well-known 
antisudorific. This acid forms two salts with pyra- 
midon—the acid camphorate and the neutral camphorate. 
Bertherand used the former. It is prepared by the reac- 
tion between molecular proportions of the two constitu- 
ents. The product is a crystalline body, soluble in water. 
It is but slightly toxic (0.20 Gm. per kilo in a rabbit). 
Bertherand gave tuberculous patients 1 gramme daily in 
two wafers. This dose may be increased without any in- 
convenience. The camphorate of pyramidon may also be 
given in liquid mixtures. 


Tasteless Fuid Extract of Cascara.—According to E. 
Aweng (Oesterr. Zeitschr, f. Pharm., 1900, 55, 6) cas- 
cara bark contains a very bitter glucoside, emodin, which 
occurs in the drug in quantities averaging 3 per cent., and 
acts as a purgative in doses of 20 to 30 grammes. Cascara 
also contains another purgative, frangulic acid, constitut- 
ing over 16 per cent. of the bark, and this latter principle 
is tasteless. A tasteless fluid extract of cascara may be 
prepared as follows: One kilogramme of the bark is re- 
duced to powder, covered with hot water, and macerated 
for six hours. The residue is then extracted by pressure. 
The liquid (2 to 5 litres) is mixed with 200 cubic centi- 
metres of a solution of ammonia, and is evaporated down 
to 800 Cc. on the water bath. When the liquid is cool, it 
is treated with milk of lime until an alkaline reaction has 
been obtained, the glucoside then having been precipi- 
tated. After shaking vigorously, it is allowed to stand 
and filtered. The filtrate, if alkaline, is acidified with tar- 
taric acid in order to remove the excess of lime ; the prep- 
aration is allowed to stand for eight days and then filtered. 
Finally 200 Cc. of alcoliol are added, and the product is 
brought up to 1,000 grammes. 





Mycoserum, or Muscle-Juice—A Lambotte (Jour- 
nal de Pharmacie d’Anvers, March, 1901) investigated 
the methods of preparing and isolating the active nutritive 
elements of muscular tissue. Richet and Héricourt have 
recommended the employment of muscle-juice or “ myos- 
erum” in tuberculosis. Lambotte took 4.5 kilos of 
chopped meat, added half this quantity of water, macer- 
ated for three hours and expressed the meat. In this 
manner he obtained two litres of a liquid whose specific 
gravity was 1.010. This liquid, filtered and evaporated, 
leaves a dry residue of 38 grammes per litre. The ash 
weighs 7 grammes per litre, the coagulated albuminous 
substances 17 grammes per litre. If equal quantities of 
meat and water were taken, the residue was only 30 
grammes per litre. This process by no means exhausts 
the meat, for on macerating the residue and again express- 
ing, the liquid obtained gives 28 grammes of dry residue 
per litre, of which 6 grammes were ash. This liquid was 
rich in coagulable proteids. The ash of muscle-juice was 
rich in phosphoric acid and in calcium salts. It is better 
not to use a press, for the elasticity of the meat fibers pre- 
vents complete extraction in this way. The meat is sim- 
ply placed upon a fine sieve over an earthenware vessel, 
and the juice allowed to drip off slowly. 
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STORE MANAGEMENT. 


Conducted by W. A. Dawson. 

[n addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commer- 
cial side of pharmacy, the editor of this department will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a busi- 
ness query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it will 
be freely answered. 


AN ANALYTICAL INVENTORY. 
SOME STOCK STATISTICS OF A DRUG STORE. 


I HAVE just finished figuring up an inventory taken this 

spring, and find the details so interesting and in- 
structive and the facts so in line with the argument to 
which I have held, that I interpolate it here, though it 
break the continuity of the series of business talks. 

In taking this inventory the loose leaf system was used 
and the classification of the different stocks accomplished 
without trouble or delay. The sheets were purchased. al- 
ready ruled for the purpose, being exactly the same size 
and ruling as the large blank order sheets furnished to re- 
tailers by the wholesale houses. In fact, we ran short of 
the special paper and used a pad or two of order blanks 
to finish out with. 

The time of taking was ten days, two men work- 
ing at it ten hours a day, one calling off and the other 
writing down. There were some interruptions, but the 
loss of time from this did not amount to a great deal, as 
there were two other clerks and the porter to look after 
the store and all routine work. Some eight hundred 
sheets were used in the taking down, the number being re- 
duced about one-half in the finished work, as many sheets 
contained but a few items which were afterward brought 
together on one sheet. 

The method of work was to first take the fixtures of 
the whole establishment and then the stock, a new sheet 
being taken for each class of articles as we came to it. 
For instance, in taking fluid extracts, the quarter, half, 
and pint bottles of these are all in the fluid extract closet ; 
five pint bottles and gallon jugs on shelves in the labora- 
tory, and also duplicate unopened stock in the store room. 
On reaching the closet the caller off called “ fluid ex- 
tracts,” and then proceeded to call off the names and quan- 
tities; the writer taking a sheet and heading it “ Fluid 
Extracts,” proceeded to enter them. When this closet 
was finished the next thing in order was the chemical 
closet, and the writer simply laid aside the fluid extract 
sheet and, taking a fresh sheet and heading it “ Chem- 
icals,” kept right on without interruption. When the 
other fluid extracts were finally reached no time was 
wasted looking for the first sheet, but another one was 
started in each instance. This, of course, used a lot of pa- 
per, but the paper was of much less value than the time. 

The writer used a small, light stand containing a 
drawer, which he moved from place to place as required. 
The sheets were in pads, and as soon as one was filled or a 
change necessary, the sheet was torn off and placed in the 
drawer. At night the sheets were gathered up, the class 
of stock that each contained written in red ink on the 
lower left hand corner, and, after being perforated, they 
were placed on a “ Shannon ” binder board in alphabetical 
order by means of the card index that comes with the 
board. These binder boards have a double arch file at the 
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top and a perforator at the bottom. Papers are readily 
taken on or off or changed about at will. 

After everything was taken and the papers condensed 
and fully classified the goods were priced at leisure, this 
operation covering some two months’ working at spare 
times. A summary was then made, as given here, in du- 
plicate, one copy for the proprietor’s use and kept in his 
desk for frequent reference, and the other placed with the 
inventory which is kept in the safe. Before putting it 
away it was bound between heavy card covers, the whole 
being held together by a tape drawn through the holes 
made by the perforator. . 

Recapitulation of Inventory, Taken May 1, 1901. 
THE FIXTURES. 
96 items $1,616.55 
— 
460 


Show window fittings 

Laboratory fittings, appliances and uten- 
sils 

54 Soda fountain and appurtenances 

30 Cellar fittings and utensils 

76 Office furniture and fittings 

166 Books if LTPTATY........cscscccevvcces 


1,076.89 


Total of fixtures 
THE STOCK. 
The Drug and Chemical Stock in Detail. 
1,610 items Sundry drugs and chemicals 
ee SO Pe errr Pee 
32 Homeopathic mother tinctures 
452 Tinctures, syrups and other galenicals. . 
254 Fluid extracts 
66 Solid and powdered extracts 
183 Essential and fixed oils 
60 Ointments and cerates 
O+ Pressed herbs 
182 Elixirs and pharmaceuticals 
660 Pills and tablets 


Total amount of drug stock 

Patent and proprietary madicines and 
preparations 
194 Wines and liquors 

54 Mineral waters ; 

34 CO Ee Sher err kT ree Le 
32 Confectionery 
Stationery and stationer’s sundries.... 
Cutlery, razors, pocket knives, scissors, 
SO 5 iv bs wae oe didp ee os oenuwrieee 
Pocket-books and physicians’ cases.... 


8,605 items 


.974 items 
— $2,311.14 


1,931.34 
56.49 
91.90 
56.80 

293.45 


308.27 


Perfumery 

Eye-glasses, spectacles, ete 

Trusses, shoulder braces, elastic hosiery. 

Toilet soaps 

Sponges 

Chamois, chamois jackets and chest pro- 
tectors 

Surgical dressings and supplies 

Rubber goods, syringes, atomizers, hot 
water bags, nipples, etc 

Druggists’ sundries 

Brushes.—Hair, tooth, nail, bath, etc... 

Combs 

Pill, powder, ointment and other boxes. 

Labels, wrappers and other printed mat- 
ter, envelopes, cartons and wrapping 


pap 
Empty bottles 
Corks and rubber stoppers 
Revenue stamps on hand 


Total of stocks other than drugs... $9,061.38 
Drug and chemical stock 2,764.90 


$11,826.28 
4,801.54 


Grand total $16,627.82 


Before discussing this inventory I wish to ask the read- 
ers to favor me with similar outlines drawn from actual 
inventories, as many valuable deductions may be drawn 
from such tabulated facts. In sending invoices the gen- 


6,166 items 


Total of stock 
Fixtures 












eral trade conditions should be given, though all informa- 
tion furnished will be considered confidential so far as the 
name of the proprietor and the precise location of the store 
; concerned, unless permission is expressly given to use 
them. 


THE CHARACTER OF BUSINESS DONE. 


By way of arriving at an intelligent understanding of 
the inventory, I will state these facts about the business it 
represents. 

The store is situated in a town of five thousand inhab- 
itants where there are two other drug stores, twenty 
miles from New York City. It has been established 
eighteen years, and the original start was made with about 
four thousand dollars capital. The working force is four 
registered pharmacists and a porter. 

The store keeps open every day in the week, daily 7 
A. M. to 10 P. M., and 11 P. M. Saturdays. Sundays, 8 
A. M. to 8 P. M. The soda fountain is closed Sundays, 
and only one man is on duty that day, as Sunday busi- 
ness is not encouraged. 

The number of prescriptions averages forty daily, pre- 
scription blanks being sent out on the first of each month 
to thirty-three nearby physicians, veterinary surgeons and 
dentists. 

Regarding the wine and liquor stock enumerated, a 
perfectly respectable and legitimate business is done in 
bottled goods under a State storekeepers’ license. In no 
case are liquors sold except as the law prescribes, and it is 
the proud boast of the proprietor that no one has bought 
a glass of liquor in his establishment since the doors were 
first opened. The first duty of the clerk who opens the 
store on a Sunday is to cover up the soda fountain with a 
cloth cover lettered “ Soda Fountain Closed Sundays,” 
and hang near the front door a large sign, reading “ Posi- 
tively No Wines, Liquors or Alcohol Sold on Sunday Ex- 
cept on Physician’s Prescription.” 

Those who know the store know that the latter sign is 
no bluff but means just what it says, and that the best cus- 
tomer we have cannot get even a pint of alcohol on Sun- 
day unless they bring a doctor’s prescription written on 
that same day for it. We break the law for no one. 


THE LARGE PATENT MEDICINE STOCK. 


One reason for the patent medicine stock inventorying 
so large is that all the leading preparations are bought 
in jobbing quantities to get the extra discount, and also 
that we keep a very complete line for its advertising value 
so that it is well known throughout the surrounding coun- 
try that we “ keep everything;” and people often drive 
miles for some preparation that their local stores do not 
have. Our trade in antitoxin, vaccine and new remedies 
covers the whole county, orders being sent by telephone 
and delivered by mail. The patent medicine list includes 
also our own special preparations, of which we have a 
great many. The number of items mentioned in the inven- 
tory of the patent stock is however more than the actual 
number of different preparations kept, as there are some 
repeats in the list; the actual number is probably some 
twenty-five or thirty per cent. less. 


THE LESSON OF THIS INVENTORY. 


The one great lesson of this inventory lies in the small 
proportion of the whole stock that is strictly drug 
stock. Shall we throw out all else and keep only drugs 
as preached by the ultra pharmacists? Must we throw 
away all this business and profit for the sake of striving 
after the bauble of professionalism with a vain aping of 
European models? I do not think so. I am a firm be- 
liever in the American drug store as it exists to-day, and 
as I believe it will exist for a long time to come. Some- 
how or other the strictly all wool pharmacy is a very dull 
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place, with the deadly serious air of an undertaker’s shop, 

a place to be avoided unless dire necessity compels a visit 
to it. There will always be a few such shops in the larger 
cities, but I cannot believe that the ultra pharmacy will 
become general because I do not believe that the general 
public want it. 

And then there are the prices that the ultra pharmacy 
charges and must charge to live. The general public won’t 
stand for them and that is why there are so few stores of 
this class; their patronage must come from the wealthy, 
The side lines of the ordinary pharmacy keep down the 
prices of the drugs and medicines. 

Take this town for instance. Imagine that it were some- 
how agreed or decreed that druggists should keep only 
drugs, medicines and appliances for the sick. The three 
pharmacies would dwindle to one, the eight pharmacists 
and three porters to two or three pharmacists and one por- 
ter, prices would be double or more for medicines than 
now. They would have to be so if even the one pharmacy 
is to live. 

I hope that some day it will be generally recog- 
nized that business ability, like pharmaceutical ability, 
is simply the result of education, and that the one is no 
more a “ natural gift” than the other. That the one can 
be taught in school “ by precept and example ” as well as 
the other, to be afterward rounded off by practice and ex- 
perience. When that time comes the pharmacist will re- 
ceive his technical and business education from the same 
alma mater, and will be a combination of brains and busi- 
ness well fitted to become the proprietor of the American 
drug store, whose laberatory will be as perfectly ap- 
pointed as the most scientific Herr Professor could wish, 
but whose front store will still contain all those pretties 
and goodies dear to the feminine heart, so that they will 
still be able to exclaim, “I do so love to go into a drug 
store and look at all the beautiful and wonderful things.” 

My experience in an ultra pharmacy taught me that 
such pharmacies are seldom visited by the customers in 
person. The place has no attraction for them, and the busi- 
ness was transacted mostly with physicians, nurses, serv- 
ants and messengers. Not one customer in a hundred 
who had an account with the house was known even by 
sight by the clerks, and in many cases not even by the pro- 
prietors. ' 





The Extraction of Morphine by Immiscible 
Solvents.— W. A. Puckner has made a series of ex- 
periments from which he concludes (Jour. Am. Chem. 
Soc., July) that while ammonium hydroxide combines 
with morphine to form a salt that is not readily taken up 
with the alcoholic chloroform, it does so to a much smaller 
extent than does sodium hydroxide. If but a slight ex- 
cess of ammonia is added, approximately 98 per cent. of 
the alkaloid is removed by the first three extractions. 
Even if a large excess is added three extractions still re- 
move more than go per cent., and practically all the al- 
kaloid is obtained when five portions of the solvent are 
used. As might be expected the addition of sodium bi- 
carbonate overcomes the effect of an excess of ammonium 
hydroxide just as Kippenberger found this to be the case 
for fixed alkali. The attempt to decrease the dissociation 
of the morphinate by ammonium chloride and thus per- 
mit its removal from the solution did not prove successful. 
The ammonium chloride apparently acts as so much free 
ammonia. The discrepancy between the weight of the 


residue and the morphine indicated by titration in the 
presence of ammonium chloride is due to the amount of 
ammonium chloride taken up by the solvent; to a mod- 
erate degree such disagreement is seen in all determina- 
tions. 
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Conducted by C. H. Brown, M.D., 
President of the Philadelphia Optical College 


This series of papers is designed to furnish information which 
is required by druggists for the intelligent handling of a line 
of optical goods. The first of the series appeared in our issue 
Sor September 24, 1900. 


Twentieth Paper. 
THE DIOPTRIC SYSTEM. 


O overcome and obviate the difficulties of and the 
obections to the inch system of numbering lenses, 
many plans have been offered by different oculists and in- 
troduced to public notice at their various conventions and 
meetings. This resulted in the proposal, at the Interna- 
tional Congress of Ophthalmology, in 1870, of a new 
system of numbering lenses according to their refractive 
power, which was followed by the decision of the Oph- 
thalmological Congress in 1872 to approve a metrical 
scale of measurement, and was finally adopted by the 
Ophthalmological Society which convened at Heidelberg 
in 1875. 

The unit of the dioptric system is one dioptre (as 
compared with one inch in the old system), and repre- 
sents a lens with a focal distance of one meter. This is 
a weak number, and the majority of lenses being stronger 

re multiples of the unit and can be expressed in whole 
numbers. ‘The dioptre is represented by the abbreviation 
D, and the unit is written “1. D.” <A lens of twice the 
strength is written 2. D and has a focal distance of one- 
half meter or 50 cm. A lens of four times the strength 
is 4. D, with a focal distance of 25 cm. 

The dioptric system furnishes a series of lenses with 
equidistant intervals between the numbers. These inter- 
vals may be a quarter of a dioptre (0.25 D), a half dioptre 
(0.50 D), or one dioptre (1. D), but whatever they are 
they represent a definite and gradually increasing interval. 
Of late it has been found desirable to make a still smaller 
interval, one-eighth of a dioptre (0.12 D). 

It will be seen that the dioptric system after all does 
not entirely obviate the use of the fractions, but it sub- 
stitutes for the vulgar fractions the so-called decimal 
fractions, which are of no disadvantage, as they add 
nothing to the difficulty of combining lenses. 

The lenses weaker than the unit are 0.12D, 0.25D, 
0.37D, 0.50D, 0.62D, 0.75D and 0.87D. This small inter- 
val of 0.12D may be continued between 1.D and 2.D, as 
follows: 1.12D, 1.25D, 1.37D, 1.50D, 1.62D, 1.75D and 
1.87D. In numbers stronger than 2.D an interval of 
0.25D is considered sufficient, as follows: 2.25D, 2.50D, 
2.75D, 3-D, 3.25D, 3.50D, 3.75D, 4.D, 4.25D, 4.50D, 4.75D 
and 5.D. Above this 0.50D intervals are customary: 
5.50D, 6.D, 6.50D, 7.D, 7.50D, 8.D, 8.50D, 9.D, 9.50D 
and 10.D. Above this there are intervals of 1.D up.to 
20.D. 

While the trial case does not contain a 5.25D or a 
10.50D, the effect of these lenses can be obtained by plac- 
ing a 0.25D and a 0.50D, respectively, over a 5.D and a 
10.D. 


THE ADVANTAGES OF THE DIOPTRIC SYSTEM. 


The advantages of the metrical system as contrasted 
with the inconveniences of the inch system are as fol- 
lows: 

1. It represents the refractive value of the lens, in- 
stead of its focal distance. 
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2. There is no variation in this system in different 
countries, as the value of the meter is the same all over 
the world. 

3. The unit of the system is a weak number that is in 
common use, and the stronger numbers are multiples of 
the unit. 

4. The interval between the lenses is uniform, there 
being a regular gradation of 0.12D, or 0.25D, or 0.50D 
between the numbers, as already described, and this is 
certainly an advantageous feature. 

5. In the combination of lenses, even of the intervals 
between dioptres, the subtraction and addition is as simple 


as of whole numbers. For instance, if we add two con- 
vex lenses: 
+ 1.25 


+ 2.75 
+ 4. 


Or if we combine a concave with a convex lens, the sub- 
traction is equally simple: 








The simplicity of these additions and substractions as 
compared with the difficulties of combining the vulgar 
fractions of the inch system is as noticeable as it is ac- 
ceptable. 

CONVERSION OF ONE SYSTEM INTO THE OTHER. 

In converting inches into dioptres, or dioptres intv 
inches, the following simple rule is made use of: To find 
the focal distance of a lens in inches, divide the dioptric 
number into forty; to find the value of a lens in dioptres 
divide the inch numbers into forty. In other words, 

Inches divided into 40 = dioptres. 
Dioptres divided into 40 = inches. 

If we have a 2.D lens and wish to know its focal dis- 
tance, we divide 2 into 40, which equals 20; and therefore 
a 2.D lens has a focal distance of 20 inches. If we have 
a ten-inch lens and wish to know its value in dioptres, we 
divide 10 into 40, which equals 4, and therefore a ten-inch 
lens has a refractive value of 4.D. 

Some opticians find difficulty in converting lenses from 
one system to the other, but the rule to be remembered 
is simply to divide into forty. _ Whichever number is 
known divided into forty will give the other. This rule 
is in constant and universal use, and if the optician is apt 
with figures, the calculations can be made mentally with- 
out any necessity for figuring with paper and pencil. 
After some experience with the two systems, and the 
constant conversion of one into the other, which their 
use necessitates, the optician soon has their equivalent 
values fixed in his mind, so that when he picks up a lens 
marked in inches, its value in dioptres at once occurs to 
his mind, and that without any mental effort on his part. 





The Elimination of Water from Oils, Fats 
and Waxes.— C. B. Davis proposes (Jour. Am. Chem. 
Soc., July) to introduce into a wide-mouthed weighing 
bottle sufficient thick filter paper to half fill the bottle, the 
bottle and paper are weighed at 110 degrees C. A portion 
of the samples is then added in sufficient quantity to just 
saturate the paper. The bottle is then weighed, and then 


placed in an oven, dried to constant temperature, and again 
weighed, the loss in weight representing the amount of 
water present. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





The Western Druggist, July. 


The Equipment of a Filipino Drug Store —An Amer- 
ican pharmacist describes the extremely crude character 
of the native Philippine drug stores and their equipments. 
The leading drug stores in Manila and a couple in Iloilo 
are fairly well supplied with medicines and apparatus, but 
in the six or seven hundred other towns and villages the 
apparatus is very crude and scant. In those towns in 
which American troops are located American druggists 
have in many cases opened stores. But even here home 
made contrivances are resorted to, it having been impos- 
sible as yet to secure supplies in the remoter districts. 
Even in the matter of druggists’ scales, several Ameri- 











APPARATUS USED IN FILIPINO DRuG STORE. 


can druggists have had to resort to scales improvised by 
themselves from bamboo, etc., and with weights made by 
the druggists from bits of coin. For shipping medicines 
druggists frequently have to resort to pieces of hollow 
bamboo. The accompanying illustration shows the ex- 
tremely crude character of the apparatus. Figures 1 
and 2 are scales, figure 3 shows a cocoanut shell con- 
tainer with lid. Figure 4 is a red clay vessel which is 
fairly serviceable, the top of which is secured by means of 
hemp cording. Figures 5 and 6 are shapes of vessels 
found in native stores. Figure 7 is a bamboo receptacle, 
the ends being closed with wooden disks. Figure 8 is a 
vessel consisting of several hollow globes made of wood, 
adjusted around a colored wooden center piece, so as to 
resemble a group of cart wheels. These are made quite 
large in size, and may be rolled about, the contents being 
withdrawn by plugs from either end. Figure 9 1s a brick 
and clay furnace, with a smoke stack of sheet metal. This 
furnace is provided with a bellows in the shape of a large 
wooden syringe, which is generally operated by a little 
naked native. Figures 10, 11 and 12 show grinding de- 
vices. 


Window Displays. By Edward P. Higby—The au- 
thor insists upon most scrupulous cleanliness as a pri- 
mary prerequisite to the proper utilization of the window. 
Since the majority of druggists handle medicinal liquors 
and but few display them, he suggests a window display 
of liquors, embracing bunches of rye grain, sheaves of 
which are fastened to the side and top, the entire bottom 
being covered with rye. On this carpeting of rye he ad- 
vises that bottles of rye whiskey, covered with cobwebs 
and dust, to indicate their extreme age, be laid, and a large 
artificial cobweb of fine wire stretched across the window, 
and small flasks fastened here and there in the cobweb 
with a sign reading, “ Rip Van Winkle Cobweb Rye. 
Been Asleep Fifteen Years, for Medicinal Use. Price, 

” For a malt extract window he suggests the fol- 
lowing: Decorate the window with hop vines in flower, 
run several wires from the bottom of the window to the 
ceiling, having the wire stout and drawn tightly. Seta 
bottle of malt extract on the floor in front of each wire, 
and fasten with fine wire or rubber band to the main up- 
right wire. On top of this set still another bottle, and 
fasten to the upright wire and so on until the row of bot- 
tles reaches from the bottom to the top of the window. 
The wires being invisible, curiosity will be aroused as to 
how the bottles are made to stand. The following card 
should accompany the display: “An upright, honest 
article at a reasonable price. It will build you up. Per 
bottle, —; per dozen, —.”? A tooth brush window dis- 
play may be made as follows: From the center of the ceil- 
ing drop a single wire branching at the end into two 
pieces, fastening one piece to the handle end of an old 
tooth brush and the other piece to the bristle end, the tooth 
brush being thus suspended, bristles downward and about 
two feet from the floor. Now hang a heavy weight to the 
brush so that it will appear to be suspended from the 
bristles. This arrangement forms the main display and 
tells its own story. Fora background hang from the ceil- 
ing, quite close together and arranged in a semi-circle 
surrounding the suspended brush, a number of strings 
reaching nearly to the floor, and fasten to each string 
tooth brushes as closely together as you can get them. 
This will make a background somewhat after the style of 
a Japanese portiere, with tooth brushes in place of beads 
and bamboo. 

From the casings of the window stretch wires diag- 
onally across each corner-and tie brushes to these, leaving 
only a diamond-shaped opening in the center through 
which the main display and the following announcement 
are seen: 


A 
Guaranteed 
Glued and Wired 
All-bristle Tooth Brush. 


25¢. 


And on a small card attached to the suspended brush: “ It 
stands the strain after three months’ use.” 

In the bottom of the window put a few cans of your 
own tooth powder, also some of it in bulk, and a card to 
this effect : ““ Your Best Dentist. Free sample to-day.” 

On a frame work resembling the bars of a prison win- 
dow and extending entirely across and half way up the 
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show window fasten bars of castile soap so as to complete- 
ly hide the frame work. Place this frame close up to the 
glass and in the center of the window; behind the bars 
place a pile of toilet soap with some such sign as follows: 
“ Soapy Suds. Behind the bars for doing dirty work. 
Twenty-five cents bails him out three times.” 


Pushing a Specialty. By J. N. Crayton.—The author 
says that almost every druggist has some pet formula 
which he believes produces, and which probably does pro- 
duce, as good a preparation as any of the widely adver- 
tised proprietary remedies. If this preparation has a 
catchy name, and is put up in attractive package and prop- 
erly advertised, it will prove profitable. The author ad- 
vises the use of occasional newspaper ads, reinforced by 
circulars, booklets, etc., embracing testimonials. He cau- 
tions the reader against too lavish expenditure in printers’ 
ink. As a side line, a specialty may bring very good re- 
turns and still not be sufficiently valuable to warrant the 
druggist in abandoning his general business for it, and not 
a few druggists have been ruined by too great faith in the 
future of their pet specialties. 


Pharmaceutical Review, August. 

The Legal Responsibility of Pharmacists in the Sale 
of Poisons and Dangerous Substances. By J. H. Beal.— 
This is the continuation of a paper read before the School 
of Pharmacy of the University of Michigan, the first por- 
tion of which was presented in abstractedform in our issue 
of July 22, page 47. In an Ohio case ( Davisws. Guarneri, 
450 O. S. 470) the druggist was held liable for damages 
resulting from an error of an employee. In a criminal 
case in New York, however, the pharmacist was not held 
liable for a sale made by a servant against his express 
orders. In Illinois, on the other hand, the pharmacist 
was held liable where an unregistered boy sold a poison, he 
having been told not to sell poisons, but being left to 
judge for himself what was a poison.—Where a druggist 
in good faith recommends a prescription not as his own, 
but as a prescription of another person, and is requested 
by a customer to fill it, and does so, only charging for the 
medicine, he is not liable for any damage resulting to the 
customer.—A druggist is liable for damage to a third 
person arising from the sale by him of a poison as a 
harmless drug. In criminal cases it has been held that 
the individual making the physical transfer is the seller, 
even though he be an unquallified assistant acting on 
behalf of the registered employer. The employer would 
be civilly liable—If the druggist labels a dangerous sub- 
stance as a harmless one he is liable for all injuries arising 
from the error, however remote the purchaser may be. 
This rule, which was laid down in the case of Thomas 
vs. Winchester, Sixth N. Y., 397, has been very generally 
followed. Where the substance wrongly labeled is not 
dangerous in itself, but only becomes so by admixture 
with another substance, there is no cause for action for 
damage resulting from the admixture.—In the case of 
West vs. Emanuel, the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 
decided that the defendant who sold Kohler’s headache 
powders to a girl who died after taking one of the pow- 
ders which contained five grains of acetanilid was not 
liable, and was not called upon to warn the purchaser of 
the dangerous character of the drug or to label it poison. 
—Where a vender is aware of the dangerous quality of 
the article sold he is held liable for damages arising 
through failure to caution the purchaser of the danger. 
Where neither party to the transaction is aware of the 
dangerous character of the substance sold and an injury 
results not from inevitable accident, the loss must be 
borne by the vender or shipper on the ground that from 
his relation to the transaction he is more justly chargeable 
with the knowledge of the character of the substance than 





is the buyer.—The sale or delivery of dangerous articles 
to children too young to understand their dangerous na- 
ture, and unfit to be intrusted with such substances, will 
usually render the person delivering liable for any injury 
resulting —If a pharmacist sells a dangerous agent to 
another, knowing that the latter desired it for the injury 
of a third person, he will be held criminally liable for any 
injury resulting to such third person. It is not necessary 
that the dose should be sufficient to be poisonous or 
deadly, but only that it be unusual and liable to cause 
injury. 

The Qualitative Determination of the Organic Acids 
in the Fruits of Rhus. By Edo Claassen.—The author 
finds that it is impossible, or nearly so, to extract the 
malic acid in the form of the neutral ammonium salt from 
a liquid containing large quantities of organic substances, 
and that contrary to the statement of Barfoed, ammonium 
malate may be found where the presence of the citrate 
is expected. He recommends the following method for 
separating malic acid: Extract the fruit with alcohol, add 
some water, distill off and evaporate on a water bath to 
remove all alcohol. Filter hot and, when cold, add am- 
monia, ammonium chloride and an excess of calcium 
chloride. Filter off after standing several hours, mix the 
filtrate with three times its volume of alcohol of 0.820 
sp. gr., collect the precipitate on a filter, wash with alcohol 
and dissolve in the smallest possible quantity of dilute 
hydrochloric acid. Add an excess of ammonia and boil. 
The solution remaining clear proves the absence of citric 
acid. Again add alcohol, wash the precipitate formed 
with alcohol, boil it with an excess of sodium carbonate 
solution filter, neutralize the filtrate with acetic acid and 
add lead acetate solution. Collect the lead precipitate, 
wash, decompose by hydrogen sulphide gas, filter off the 
acid solution, concentrate by evaporation and set aside 
for crystallization. 


Guaiacol Salol and Geosote. By F. G. Ehlert—The 
author has made a thorough study of the bibliography 
of these drugs, and gives in very concise form their his- 
tory, method of preparation, chemical and physical prop- 
erty, therapeutic uses and bibliography. Both substances 
are recommended as intestinal antiseptics in tuberculosis. 


Laboratory Notes. By Edo Claassen.—The author 
gives the following suggestions as to the method of pre- 
paring several popular preparations : 


SOLUTION OF MAGNESIUM CITRATE (U. S. PHARMACOPGIA, 1890) 


Put 31 Gm. of citric acid into a graduated vessel, add water 
to the 240 Ce. mark and dissolve in it 15 Gm. of magnesium 
carbonate. To the solution add 95 Gm. of (granulated) sugar, 
filter, as soon as dissolved, through a suitable, many-folded 
and moistened filter or through some cotton, follow with 
water, enough to nearly fill a bottle of a capacity of about 
360 Ce. Finally add 1 Ce. of spirit of lemon and then 2.5 Gm. 
of potassium bicarbonate, immediately close the bottle with 
a cork and secure it with twine. 


SOLUTION OF LEAD SUBACETATE (U. S. PHARMACOPGIA, 1890). 


Mix in a mortar 170 Gm. of lead acetate and 100 Gm. of 
lead oxide, drop them into a jug of a capacity of not less than 
1000 Ce., or rather of a little more, and add 730 Gm. of hot 
distilled water, taking care to often shake the vessel, kept in 
a warm place, during the next half hour. Although the sub- 
acetate is now ready for use, it may be recommended to allow 
the jug to stand over night, so that the undissolved particles 
may settle. Finally filter the liquid in a closely covered funnel. 


SYRUP OF HYPOPHOSPHITES (U. S. PHARMACOPCEIA, 1890). 


Triturate the hypophosphites with the water, add the spirit 
of lemon, the hypophosphorous acid and the (granulated) 
sugar, dissolve the last by agitation and pass the syrup 
through a folded and moistened filter, adding through the same 
enough water to make the product measure the desired 
amount. , 
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COMPOUND SYRUP OF SQUILL (U. S. PHARMACOPGIA, 1890). 


Mix the evaporated fluid extracts, while yet hot, with the 
antimony and potassium tartrate and the proper amount of 
water, allow the mixture to stand over night, pass at first 
the liquid part through the filter and then pour on it the sedi- 
ment. After having washed the latter with as much water 
as necessary to furnish the desired quantity of filtrate, dis- 
solve in it the (granulated) sugar, strain, lastly adding to the 
strained liquid (through the strainer) as much water as suffi- 
cient to make the product measure the wanted number of 
cubic centimeters. 


Classification and Occurrence of the Constituents of 
Volatile Oils. By Florence M. Gage and I. W. Brandel. 
—In this installment of this series of articles the authors 
speak of ethyl alcohol and of its esters. 


Druggists Circular, August. 


Solution of Ferrous Iodide. By John E. Groff.—The 
author recommends the use of a form of iron known as 
card teeth as being invariably pure. The teeth require 
washing, however, first in a weak solution of potassa and 
then, after draining, they should be rinsed several times, 
distilled water being used for the last rinsing. The Na- 
tional Formulary process is used. The distilled water is 
first boiled to expel oxygen or absorbed gases, then cooled 
to prevent too rapid reaction and added to the iron and 
iodine, the neck of the flask being plugged with absorbent 
cotton to prevent the entrance of organic dust. The fil- 
tration is carried out.as quickly as possible in a covered 
funnel. It is then bottled in six or twelve ounce bottles. 
The syrup used should not only be made from distilled 
water, but should be boiled or heated before being mixed 
with the iron solution to expel all gases. When so made 
the solution has been kept without any change for more 
than a year. 


Soda Water Suggestions. By Thomas Warwick.— 
The author advises the use of hot water and soap when 
washing soda tumblers, as it is only when hot water and 
soap have been used that a high polish can.be imparted 
to the glass. He strongly favors the use of a measuring 
chamber to insure a uniform amount of syrup in each 
glass. It is highly essential, however, even where a 
measuring chamber is attached to the syrup tank, that care 
be exercised in its use, otherwise the results will not be 
uniform. 


Shall Diphtheria Antitoxin be Made Official? By L. 
E. Sayre.—The author is a member of the committee 
charged with preparing a report upon this matter, and 
while he expressly refrains from giving voice to an opin- 
ion on the matter his presentation of the subject makes it 
quite clear that he sees no reason why antitoxin and other 
drugs whose strength can only be satisfactorily deter- 
mined by physiological tests should not be included in 
the Pharmacopeeia. He asks all who are interested to 
correspond with him at Douglas, Mich. 


British and Colonial Druggist, July 19. 


The Detection of Saccharine. By E. L. N. St. Cyr, 
Ph.C., M.P.S.—A practical method for the detection of 
saccharine in wine, beer, cider and other beverages is 
often desired, and the author suggests the following: 100 
Cc. of the liquid to be tested are acidulated with ten 
drops of diluted sulphuric acid of 1-5, to which are then 
added 50 Cc. of ether. After shaking thoroughly in a 
glass stoppered bottle the ether is decanted by a stop- 
-pered funnel in a small porcelain capsule. After the 
ether has spontaneously evaporated the residue will be 
intensely sweet if the original liquid contained saccharine. 
To chemically characterize this substance four or five 
drops of a solution of caustic soda are added in the cap- 
sule and gently heated, whereby the saccharine is con- 
verted into sodium salicylate. This is then digested in 


water acidulated with sulphuric acid, sufficient of the lat- 
ter being added to give the liquid a slight acid reaction. 
It is then shaken with benzene, which is decanted and 
slowly evaporated ; to the residue is added a few drops of 
a very dilute solution of ferric chloride (1 to 2,000), 
when a violent tint will be produced, indicating the pres- 
ence @f salicylic acid, and therefore, according to the au- 
thor, conclusively proving the presence of saccharine. He 
adds that it is always prudent to compare this result with 
wine, beer, or cider of known purity, and to which a few 
— of saccharine per liter has been intentionally 
added. 


Pharmaceutical Era. 


Advertising Pointers. By Stylus.—The author, who 
has a light and breezy style and who confesses to writing 
under various aliases, administers in this article what he 
terms ‘* Another dose of my Lightning Elixir, for the ben- 
efit of pharmaceutical anzemics and those in need of a re- 
storative.” The article is too discursive and anecdotal for 
abstracting.—(July 18.) 


Store Hints. By Frank B. Styles—This consists of 
various notes on the sweeping and dusting of the store, the 
arrangement and disposition of empties and the care of 
the cellar—(July 18.) 


Note on Veterinary Pharmacy. By Anthony Ertel. 
—The preparation of various veterinary remedies is re- 
ferred to and it is pointed out that the manufacture of 
cattle, dog and horse remedies is a profitable undertaking.. 
Four formulas are given as follows: 


MANGE, 
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This is to be thoroughly mixed and applied to the af- 
fected parts, and allowed to remain for about 24 hours, 
when the dog should be washed and a fresh supply used. 
Usually two or three applications will cure. This remedy 
contains no poison, and cannot injure the dog should he 
lick it off. Another common ailment is distemper, which 
can be successfully treated with the following mixture: 
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M. Ft. Sig. Teaspoonful every 3 hours. 


COLIC DRENCH. 
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Sig. 20 drops in % pint cold water. Repeat every four 
hours.—(July 18.) 


Photographic Supplies as a Side Line. By W. Ulle- 
meyer.—This writer gives his experience in the purchase 
of photographic goods, his original investment amount- 
ing to $250. The line has paid him well, and he thinks it 
would pay any druggist who has a little push and energy 
to make a business of selling photographic supplies.— 
(July 18.) 

How to Succeed in the Drug Business.—This peren- 
nial problem is tackled by Stewart Gamble, who lays bare 
the secret in half a column. The formula briefly told is 
the personal supervision of the store by the proprietor, the 
employment of only first-class help; observance of regular 
hours of business; make your own preparations ; change- 
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window displays once a week; in a partnership business 
each partner should be responsible for the supervision of 
a certain portion of the work; care in buying; discount 
bills ; living within your income.—( July 18.) 


Buying. By Wm. Mittelbach—A well kept want 
book is the first step toward safe buying. After sending 
in the order and receiving the goods, go over the invoice 
and see that prices are correct. Compare them with the 
quotations given in the drug journals, these being reliable. 
If any errors are found mark them on the invoice, and at 
once report to the jobber. Be sure and report all errors, 
whether in your favor or not. That important part of the 
transaction, payment for the goods, should be carefully at- 
tended to. A certain time can be taken for payment, or a 
certain per cent. off for cash. Two per cent. off for cash 
within ten days means just that, and not eleven or twelve 
days. It is wrong to wait twelve, fifteen or even thirty 
days and still deduct the cash discount. If the discount 
amounts to 24 cents don’t take 25 cents. The one cent be- 
longs to the jobber.— (July 18.) 


The Drug Store Window. By R. F. Ruppiler—Af- 
ter demonstrating the value of a window display by re- 
citing the experience of a druggist who was induced to 
throw out a miscellaneous assortment of lamp chimneys, 
shoe polishes and sponges and replace the same with a 
spruce gum preparation, artistically set off, which re- 
sulted in a large sale of the preparation ; and how the one 
effort of this druggist was all he could rise to, and who 
subsequently failed in consequence of his lack of perse- 
verance in making frequent changes in window displays, 
Mr. Ruppiler gives the methods of a retail drug firm em- 
ploying fifteen people, which he considers worthy of at- 
tention. In this case the relative demand for articles 
when displayed and not displayed was impressed upon 
him. In the case of common articles as soap, insect pow- 
der, etc., the demand was doubled and trebled when they 
occupied a place in the window. In the case of very ex- 
pensive toilet requisites, costly mirrors, combs, brushes, 
etc., the demand was positively created, these things be- 
ing rarely called for on other occasions. In regard to the 
manner of display, the author says: The goods were so 
arranged as to associate inseparably in the mind of the 
public the idea of quantity with that of a bargain, and only 
one or two kinds or one class of goods was displayed at a 
time. An entire change in the display was made regular- 
ly every week and arranged by the head clerk, the sea- 
sonableness of the goods always being borne in mind. The 
prices were invariably attached to the goods displayed, 
and usually reduced somewhat during window week. Thus, 
one week a barrel of insect powder would be placed, so as 
to show its contents effectively, in the center of the win- 
dow, and large quantities of insect powder were dumped 
on paper on both sides of the barrel, while insect guns, 
bottles of bedbug poison and various sized packages of in- 
sect powder—all in quantities—were also placed in the 
window. The next week, for instance, borax would be 
displayed in a similar way ; then, successively, soap, razor 
strops, clothes brushes, etc., then syringes and water bot- 
ales; and so on, until the revolution of time had brought 
into the window, during one week or another, nearly every 
article of merchandise usually kept under cover in drug 
stores. Thus, in rotation, nearly all kinds of goods 
handled in the drug store, from the coarest and heaviest 
bulk goods to the finest and most costly articles, were 
shown in the window. Patent medicines were never used 
as displays, but were advertised at cut rates as a means of 
gaining patronage, not only for them, but for other goods 
well displayed. 

Mr. Ruppiler has a good opinion of frequent changes. 
A constant succession in displays in no small manner in- 
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creases the public interest in the goods displayed and va- 
ries the stereotyped monotony of the average drug store 
window. All of the druggists’ showings in the way of 
window displays that please or repel the public are, he in- 
sists, but pantomimic demonstrations that indelibly stamp 
his character in the public eye —(July 25.) 


Labels. By Frank B. Styles——The use of the label in 
advertising a preparation and the necessity of proper care 
in the selection and attachment of iabels are touched upon, 
without, however, developing any new ideas.—(July 25.) 


How to Make a Drug Store Pay. By W. W. Mun- 
ger.—As the author remarks, the subject of how to make 
a drug store pay is one which has been so thoroughly dis- 
cussed that there remains but little to be said, and we hope 
that he will not take offense if we leave the subject there. 
—(July 25.) 

The Most Profitable Preparation for a Druggist to 
Make and Sell. By J. T. Pepper.—The author says he de- 
rives a greater amount of profit from the sale of his Tonic 
Hypophosphites than from any other one preparation. 
He gives this name to a compound syrup of hypophos- 
phites which he put up in sixteen ounce Erie ovals, and 
sells for $1.00 a bottle, or six bottles for $5.00. He rec- 
ommends the following formulas : 

COMPOUND SYRUP OF THE HYPOPHOSPHITES. 
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1. Powder the manganese hypophosphite, potassium citrate 
and citric acid separately, and then mix them thoroughly by 
trituration in a mortar. 

2. Powder the calcium hypophosphite finely in a small mor- 
tar and then put it into a larger mortar. 

4. Mix the potassium hypophosphite and quinine sulphate, 
and add them to the hypophosphites of calcium and sodium in 
the large mortar. Mix and triturate them well together, then 
add to them No. 1 mixture and triturate the whole thoroughly. 
Add 20 or 30 ounces of boiling water, continuing trituration, 
and then strain this solution into a large two-gallon jar, keep- 
ing the undissolved portion of the salts still in the mortar. 
Dissolve the strychnine in the hypophosphorous acid and add 
it to the salts in the mortar and triturate again. Add 30 or 40 
ounces more of boiling water and triturate till dissolved, then 
strain into the jar. Dissolve the sugar in the balance of the 
water by heat and strain into the jar also. Add the solution 
of iron hypophosphite and sufficient water to make the whole 
measure 320 fluid ounces. 


SOLUTION OF IRON HYPOPHOSPHITE. 
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Dissolve the ferric alum in 8 ounces of water, and the 
sodium hypophosphite in 4 ounces of water. Strain both 
through absorbent cotton. Pour the alum solution into the 
sodium solution until a heavy white precipitate is formed. 
Pass combined solution through a cotton strainer, transfer 
the precipitate to a mortar and add to it the potassium citrate 
and glycerine. Then put this green-colored mass into a 
graduate and add boiling water to make 4 fluid ounces. Heat 
in a flask or porcelain evaporating dish till complete solution 
is accomplished. 

HYPOPHOSPHOROUS ACID. 
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Dissolve the potassium hypophosphite in the water and the 
tartaric acid in the dilute alcohol. Mix the two solutions in a 
bottle, cork, and set aside in a cool place for twelve hours. 
Filter, weigh the filtrate, evaporate off the alcohol on a water 
bath, and finally add enough water to make original weight. 
Keep in a glass-stoppered bottle. 
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The sale of the Tonic Hypophosphites was pushed by 
Mr. Pepper by means of newspaper advertising, window 
displays and personal talks with customers.—(July 25.) 


Laboratory Notes.—Under this heading W. R. Lamar 
contributes a note on Detannated Fluid Extract of Cin- 
chona. A recent examination of some of the market 
preparations of cinchona occasioned some surprise at 
what was furnished for fluid extract of cinchona detan- 
nated. Of three different makes examined only one gave 
evidence of having been prepared directly from the drug, 
and this one was found to be deficient in its alkaloidal con- 
tent. Number 1 yielded 5.23 per cent. alkaloids and con- 
tained sulphates; tannins and chlorides were absent; it 
was of a deep red brown color, and was both artificially 
colored and flavored. Number 2 yielded 4.45 per cent. 
alkaloids; tannin and sulphates were absent, though 
chlorides were present; it had an amber color and pos- 
sessed a purely alcoholic odor having none of the charac- 
teristic aroma of the bark. Number 3 was sadly deficient 
in alkaloids giving up only 0.50 per cent. There was an 
absence of sulphates and chlorides and tannin was pres- 
ent; color deep greenish brown; reaction pronounced- 
ly acid and odor somewhat suggestive of pyroligneous 
acid. In addition to this there was present iron, probably 
held in solution as a tannate by the acid present, some of 
the organic acids possessing this property—A. B. Lyons 
has a note on Certain Precautions in the Weighing of 
Glass Containers, in which he mentions some interest- 
ing phenomena in connection with the loss of weight in 
glass beakers and flasks after wiping and drying them. He 
also notes an apparent gain in weight in some instances 
through electrification. Thus a small beaker electrified 
by wiping with a silk handkerchief apparently gained in 
weight fully 50 milligrams. In dry weather in winter 
merely passing the coat sleeve over the surface of a beaker 
as one may do thoughtlessly, or to remove possible par- 
ticles of dust or sand may, he says, cause sufficient elec- 
trical disturbance to affect the weight notably.—The note 
on The Assay of Fluid Extract Aconite Root in a pre- 
ceding number by Lyman F. Kebler has elicited a con- 
tribution by A. R. L. Dohme and H. Engelhardt, in which 
it is stated that they have applied the method of Kebler, 
modified to the extent of using a 5 per cent. sodium bicar- 
bonate solution for liberating the alkaloid instead of 10 
per cent. ammonia water. They also give a method of 
assaying the fluid extract which appears to be both orig- 
inal and accurate.—The results of an examination of an 
adulterated pennyroyal oil are reported by Fdward Krem- 
ers.— (Aug. I.) 


How to Make a Drug Store Pay. By George W. 
Hague.—There are several ways of writing an essay. One 
may adopt the obiter dicta style, and deliver himself of 
opinions which may be regarded as such, while another 
may be oracular and lay down the law. We think the 
writer of the present essay inclines to the latter form, and 
this has the advantage at least of giving freshness and 
snap to a well-worn subject, even if he does fail to make 
any notable contribution to the sum of our knowledge of 
matters connected with the successful conduct of the drug 
business.—(Aug. I.) 


Assay Process for Ext. Cinchone Liquidum. By F. 
H. Alcock.—The author refers to the difficulties connected 
with the official process of assay laid down in the British 
Pharmacopeeia. The separation of the immiscible alka- 
loidal solvent in clear and easily manageable form has ex- 
ercised the minds of a good many, and some of the de- 
vices resorted to—especially those of the student—have 
excited wonder. After referring to the different means 
which have been adopted to remedy the difficulty, the au- 
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thor gives a process based upon the assumption that the 
presence of water is the cause of the emulsification. The 
chief modification suggested by Mr. Alcock consists of the 
use of alcoholic potash solution instead of the aqueous so- 
lution of potassa. 


Electro-Chemical Industry. By Joseph W. Swan, 
F.R.S.—This is the presidential address to the Society of 
Chemical Industry, delivered at the annual general meet- 
ing held in Glasgow, Scotland, July 24, 1901. As might 
be expected, the address covers a wide range of subjects. 
After an historical introduction, touching briefly upon the 
leading events of the century in connection with the rise 
and progress of electro-chemistry, the salient points of the 
ditferent sections of electro-chemical industry are re- 
viewed, including the principles of separation and purifica- 
tion of metals by electrolysis. Some idea of the scope of 
the address will be gained from the titles of its subdivis- 
ions, which include copper refining, bullion refining, elec- 
tro-plating, zinc and nickel plating, aluminum, sodium and 
magnesium, zinc, copper and nickel extraction processes, 
gold recovery from cyanide solutions, the electrolytic al- 
kali and chlorine industry, hypochlorites, chlorates, or- 
ganic products, ozone, the fixation of atmospheric nitro- 
gen, the electric furnace, electric furnace products, cal- 
cium carbide, chromium and its alloys, ferro-silicon, ferro- 
titanium, steel phosphorous, etc. Mr. Swan’s very inter- 
esting review is brought to a close by a consideration of 
the present position and prospects of the application of 
electricity to the chemical industry. 


Advertising for the Pharmacist.—In the abstract of 
the article by this title, appearing in our last issue, the 
author was quoted as stating that the drug store is a de- 
partment store on a large scale, whereas he really said— 
as our readers no doubt divined—that it is a department 
store on a small scale. 


Pharmaceutical Journal, July. 


Joseph Wilson Swan, Pharmacist and Philosopher.— 
Barnard S. Proctor writes a very appreciative note con- 
cerning this most versatile man, who began life as a drug- 
gist’s apprentice, became a partner of his preceptor, John 
Mawson, whom he finally succeeded as head of the firm, 
and who now is the mainspring of two or three retail 
pharmacies, a photographic and philosophical instrument 
business, a photographic dry-plate works, an extensive 
trade in Dutch Yeast, and of four establishments for sta- 
tionery, fine arts, and book selling, besides having carried 
through the great works for which his name will be long 
remembered in developing the incandescent lights, and the 
art of photo-engraving, still keeping his connection with 
the alkali manufacture, and the Spelter mines, besides 
other things requiring wide scientific attainments and 
great business energy. Mr. Swan occupied several posi- 
tions of consequence in the scientific societies, one of most 
importance being the presidency of the Society of Chemi- 
cal Industry. His is a name of which pharmacy may 
well be proud, for his personal qualities are as delightful 
as his scientific attainments are remarkable. (July 20.) 


Artificial Silk. By Arnold B. Tankard.—The author 
reviews the history of the attempts to produce artificial 
silk from the first suggestion by Rosseau, who in his nat- 


. ural history of insects written one hundred and fifty years 


ago, asked : “ Could we not produce silk, which is nothing 
but a solidified gum, from our gums or resins, or their 
derivatives?, We have already succeeded in making var- 
nishes having the essential qualities of silk. If we could 
produce threads from them, we might be able to make 
fabrics similar in appearance and firmness to silk.” _It 
has been proposed to impregnate cotton with a solution of 
silk in alkali and then precipitate the silk upon the fiber by 

















the addition of anacid. The first artificial silk proper was 
that produced under the patent issued to Count Hilaire de 
Chardonnet, in 1884. The several varieties of artificial 
silks may be characterized as: (1) Collodion silks (ni- 
trated cellulose) (a) De Chardonnet’s, (b) Du Divier’s, 
(d) Lehner’s; (2) Cellulose silks (not nitrated, (a) 
Pawly’s, (b) Bronnert’s (Glanzstoff), (c) Cross & Evan’s 
(“ Viscose”) ; and (3) substitute of animal origin, (a) 
Millar’s Vanduara. As has already been pointed out, the 
term “artificial silk’’ cannot be applied to any of the 
above products in the same sense as is now used for ar- 
tificial indigo, and artificial alizarin. The actual synthetic 
production of the “ fibroin” of natural silk has not yet 
been accomplished, so that the term silk substitutes is real- 
ly more nearly correct than artificial silk, though Van- 
duara silk, which is made from gelatine, comes very near 
the natural silk in its chemical composition. The collo- 
dion silks are made by nitrating cotton or some similar 
material so as to form a nitro-cellulose which is then dis- 
solved in a suitable solvent, for instance a mixture of al- 
cohol and ether giving liquid collodion. This is then 
drawn or forced through tubes of glass having a minute 
orifice at the outer end, the thread is solidified by allow- 
ing it to pass into water or some other liquid, or by evap- 
oration of the solvent. The result is a highly inflammable 
thread, which is then passed through some chemical bath 
to de-nitrate it, turning the inflammable nitro-cellulose 
into plain cellulose. Threads thus prepared possess a very 
high luster. There are two factories engaged at present 
in producing silk by Chardonnet’s method, a large fac- 
tory at Besancon employing three hundred work people 
and turning out goo pounds of artificial silk daily, and 
a small factory at Brandon, near Coventry, England, 
which is still in an experimental stage. The cost is said to 
be about half of that of true silk. Du Divier introduced 
gutta percha, isinglass and similar materials into the nitro- 
cellulose, but with the result of a decrease in the luster, 
flexibility and other desirable qualities. Dr. Lehner has 
factories at Glattbrugg, near Zurich, Switzerland, and at 
Bradford, Yorkshire, England. In his process the fluid- 
ity of the nitro-cellulose solution is increased by the addi- 
tion of sulphuric acid, and sodium acetate or an ammo- 
nium salt is added to the cellulose solution. These ar- 
tificial silks have a very high luster, and resemble the nat- 
ural silk very closely, but when moist the fibers are very 
weak. Lehner sometimes spins cotton or other strong 
fiber as a central core for the artificial silk thread. (Con- 
tinued. July 20.) 


Bolletino Chimico Farmaceutico, May. 


An Oxidizing Ferment in Pus. By Dr. Dioscordie 
Vitali—If urine containing pus be filtered, and to the 
residue on the filter be added a few drops of fresh alco- 
holic tincture of guaiac, the surface on the filter is col- 
ored blue, while the filtered urine does not give this reac- 
tion. Slight heat favors this reaction, while a greater de- 
gree of heat antagonizes it. Saliva, nasal mucus, milk, 
and in general animal liquids containing leucocytes, give 
this reaction in a milder degree. The difference between 
blood corpuscles and pus corpuscle is that, while the for- 
mer cannot oxidize tincture of guaiac except through the 
medium of turpentine, the latter can do so directly. Poehl 
has shown that in the organs and fluids of the body there 
exists a substance, spermin, which has the property of oxi- 
dizing both inorganic and organic compounds. It has 
also the property of oxidizing tincture of guaiac in the 
presence of decomposing blood. The author at first be- 
lieved that the phenomenon observed in pus is due to the 
presence of spermin. Schmiedeberg, and later Jaquet, 
found that animal tissues contain a ferment which has the 
property of oxidizing certain substances, and they showed 
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that this ferment does not depend upon the presence of 
cells, for extracts of these tissues also gave the reaction. 
Other authors confirmed these researches, and isolated 
the ferment. The author, therefore, proceeded to iso- 
late “ oxydase,” as the ferment is called, from pus, and 
succeeded in doing so by extracting the ferment with 
water, with dilute acetic acid, and with glycerin. He 
found also that the ferment is gradually dissolved by the 
urine from the pus if the urine be allowed to stand. Heat- 
ing destroys the reaction with pus, while in the presence 
of blood heat makes the reaction disappear for a time 
only, to reappear on addition of the reagents when the 
liquid is cooled. 
Apotheker Zeitung, May. 


Robinin. By Dr. R. Kobert.—The author points out 
that the word robinin has been used in medical literature 
in an entirely different sense from that used by Schmidt, 
who thus designated the active principle of Robinia pseu- 
dacacia. The robinin of the medical authors is a vege- 
table poison which possesses the property of agglutinat- 
ing blood—1. e., of clumping the red blood cells of de- 
fibrinated blood in a test tube. The author proposes that 
this substance be called robin, in analogy to abrin, ricin 
and crotin, which are also such vegetable agglutinants. 
As regards the robinin of Robinia, it was first described 
by Power and Cambier in 1880, who found it in Robinia 
pseudacacia (1.6 per cent. in the bark). Lewin reported 
two cases of poisoning with this plant. An hour after 
ingestion there came somnolence, stupor, dilatation of the 
pupils, convulsions and pallor of the face with livid lips, 
finally prostration and unconsciousness. Stimulants re- 
lieved these symptoms. In thirty-two boys who had eaten 
of the bark similar symptoms were observed. Horses 
also have been known to be poisoned by this plant, and 
several deaths after eating Robinia have been reported in 
these animals by Wolberg and others. 


Pharmaceutische Centralhalle. 


A New Method for Coloring Plastic Masses. By Dr. 
L. Vannino.—The art of making casts of plaster of Paris 
is very ancient, but attempts to imitate bronze by painting 
the plaster have been made only recently. This method 
has the disadvantage that the finer contours are masked, 
and that the imitation is too readily detected. A new 
method consists in reducing the metal in the mass so that 
it appears in its elementary form in the plaster of Paris. 
If, for example, burned gypsum be mixed with water con- 
taining a little formaldehyde and some alkali, and then 
enough water be added containing a reducible metallic 
salt in solution, one obtains a plaster of Paris which is 
colored uniformly. The process takes place very rapidly, 
and the hardening of the plaster is not impaired in any 
way. Various colors can be secured by varying the 
metals used and the strengths of the solutions employed. 
Thus, if one desires to get a dark bronze-like color, fifty 
grammes of gypsum are mixed with one quarter of this 
amount of water, to which a few drops of formaldehyde 
and a little caustic soda have been added. Then enough 
water is added to insure hardening, and in this water 
about two grammes of a silver salt are dissolved. The 
mass assumes the desired color at once. Gold, copper, 
bismuth, etc., may be thus used for obtaining various 
tones of bronze.—( May 2.) 


The Determination of Glycyrrhizinic Acid in Succus 
Liquiritie. By Franz Zetsche—The author experi- 
mented with Haffner’s method of extracting glycyrrhiz- 
inic acid from licorice, and found that the solution of 
glycyrrhizinate of barium prepared according to Haffner’s 
method is not chemically pure, yet that this method is the 
best of those proposed thus far.—( May 9.) 


I MO i i 





eae eo ee ae 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 85 





Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters, 





Anti Rheumatic Rings.— M. A. asks us to state 
the composition of the so-called rheumatism rings, and to 
express an opinion as to their remedial properties, if they 
possess any. 

The rings are supposed to consist of an amalgam of 
two metals, presumably mercury with either lead or anti- 
mony. Owing to the fact that they consist of two or 
more metals a mild current of electricity may be gen- 
erated when kept in contact with the moisture of the 
hands. A red substance is sometimes found to collect 
under the ring, and this is believed by the wearers to con- 
sist of uric acid, but it has been demonstrated that the 
substance is nothing more than an amorphous deposit, 
probably due to electrolytic action on the perspiration, 
mixed with epithelial scales. Of course the rings pos- 
sess no anti-rheumatic properties, and it is only simple- 
minded or extremely credulous people who use them. 


To Destroy Insects on Trees.—W. R.—So 
far as we are aware no entomologists have published any- 
thing concerning the use of formaldehyde for the exter- 
mination of the borers which attack shade trees. The 
poplar seems to be particularly liable to attack from these 
insects. The most approved method of getting rid of 
them is by injecting into each hole a little carbon disul- 
phide, or placing it in a few small pieces of potassium 
cyanide and then sealing up the hole with grafting wax. 
It is practically impossible to give the tree an over-dose, 
though peach trees have been injured by the use of an 
excessive quantity of the carbon disulphide. The trees 
may to a certain extent be protected from further attacks 
by applying to the trunks and larger limbs an eniulsion of 
whale oil soap and kerosene oil, which may be made as 
follows: 
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Cut up the soap into small pieces and dissolve by boil- 
ing it in the water. Remove from the fire, add the kero- 
sene oil and form an emulsion by vigorously churning, or 
with the aid of a gardener’s syringe if one is available. 
If properly made this forms a thick cream, which should 
be diluted with about three times it own volume of water 
for applying to the trunk of a tree, or about 6 to Io 
times its own volume for spraying the foliage. A very 
stable emulsion can also be formed by mixing a gallon of 
sour milk with 2 gallons of kerosene oil. In applying 
kerosene oil particularly to foliage it is highly important 
that it should be thoroughly emulsionized. 


A Chemical to Produce Cold.—cC. A. H. 
writes: “ Kindly suggest a chemical or compound that 
when mixed with a small proportion of ice and sodium 
chloride or used alone with a solvent will produce and 
retain for twenty to thirty hours a temperature of or be- 
low 32 degrees F. suitable for use in a soda fountain.” 

We could name several chemicals that when added to 
a mixture of ice and salt would reduce and keep the tem- 
perature down to 32 degrees and under for a considerable 
period of time. Ammonium nitrate dissolved in an equal 
weight of water will make the temperature sink 36 de- 
grees, while a mixture of five parts of pounded ice, two 
parts of sodium chloride and one part of ammonium 
chloride will produce a degree of cold equal to —12° F. 
The salts should not be used in the powdered form, and 


as a general rule the richer they are in water of crystal- 

lization the lower the degree of cold produced by them. 

The mixture should be made in a thick vessel (preferably - 
of wood ), well covered externally by heavy cloth or flan- 

nel to prevent the accession of external heat. The fullest 

information on the subject of freezing mixtures is given 

in the following table, from a study of which our cor- 

respondent should be able to construct a satisfactory for- 

mula: 


Actual 
reduction 
; Thermometer of tempera- 
Mixtures. sinks ° F. ture, ° F. 


1. Two parts snow or pound- 

ed ice, 1 part sodium 

GCIIGTID iss: 9:6-4,0 5:0 a0. 9. IF'rom any temperature to —d 
2. Five parts snow or pound- 

ed ice, 2 parts sodium 

chloride, 1 part am- 

monium nitrate....... ” as " —12 
3. Twenty-four parts snow 

or pounded ice, 5 parts 

sodium chloride, 5 parts 


ammonium nitrate.... “ = “ —18 
4. Twelve parts snow or 

pounded ice, 5 parts 

sodium chloride, 5 parts 

ammonium nitrate.... “ : e —25 


5. Three parts sodium phosphate, 2 parts 
ammonium nitrate, 4 parts diluted 
ET a ra from —34 to —50 16 

6. Eight parts snow, 10 parts dilute sul- 

NR CIE eo oc cirisigieie\d.0 eco tke —68 to —91 23 

7. One part snow, 3 parts crystallized 
CONGUE. “CHIOTIOO 60 <0 cnt esac sees “  —40 to —73 33 

8. Five parts.sodium phosphate, 3 parts 


ammonium nitrate, 4 parts dilute 


PANMES GON 62650 <5 b svelae cle-ere wareie as * 0 to —34 34 
9. One part ammonium nitrate, 1 part 
EA ie 43 6 ole dele os: ols 0 sieves ae. * 40 to + 36 


10. Five parts ammonium chloride, 5 
parts potassium nitrate, 16 parts 


eg EES BETO LAE er ” 50to 10 40 
11. One part snow, 1 part dilute sul- 

NUON CN 6 06 6.0.0 die 8. 0-400 ose on *  —20 to —60 40 
12. Three parts snow, 2 parts dilute nit- 

Ree a kro, ravens 4 4 wal a hacen 0:08 " 0 to —46 46 


13. Eight parts snow, 3 parts dilute sul- 

phuric acid, 3 parts dilute nitric 

PRON os cso ion ote. <iaa ive laser eraaicaraas stoces “ —10 to —56 46 
14. Five parts ammonium chloride, 5 parts 

potassium nitrate, 8 parts sodium 


sulphate, 16 parts water......... " 50 to 4 46 
15. Five parts sodium splphate, 4 paris 
dilute sulphuric acid............ sy 50 to 3 47 


~ 
oO 


. Three parts sodium nitrate, 2 parts 

CHIRIEG SETIO AGIs «0.6.5 o:0.5 6.00.0 4 010.9 eS 

at i snow, 2 parts calcium chlo- 
ride 


50to —3 53 
18. Three parts snow, 2 parts sulphuric ee = 
sodium carbonate, 1 part water... “ 
21. Six parts sodium sulphate, 4 parts —_— " . 
Tt Ree ere ee ‘ 50 to —10 60 


Se aig ee ae ee 32 to —23 5 
19. One part ammonium nitrate, 1 part se 
50to —7 
20. Eight parts snow, 5 parts hydro- me 
iOS EE a eS een ae - 
ammonium chloride, 2 parts potas- yi 
ony nitrate, 4 parts dilute nitric 
ac 
22. Nine parts sodium phosphate, 4 parts 
CNG O TCRIG BOT os oh ssa'n 0 kaos he 50 to —12 62 


Co EIT SEAR IE ” 32 to —3 2 
24. One part snow, 2 parts crystallized “ ” 

CMICIOID.. CHIGTING «6. < 0.5.0. 0.60.0 00.0.0 us = 0 to —66 66 
25. Three parts snow, 4 parts calcium 

MOREE Si2 pid. a0 0d. 6:6 50% 0 onic erases se: 20 to —48 68 
26. Four parts snow, 5 parts calcium 

Cl nee arene se 32 to —40 72 


27. Two parts snow, 8 parts crystallized 
RPE. CRIED. 6.6 0.00 4-40 wgisss.0i0 a 

28. Three parts snow, 4 parts potash... “ 

29. Six parts sodium sulphate, 5 parts 
ammonium nitrate, 4 parts dilute 
SRR MONG 5 ao, B.c5 6 id's cen eibiare oe 


32to—50 = 82 
32 to —51 83 


50 to —40 90 


Sea Foam.—F. W. B. says he has tried various 
preparations containing salt of tartar, ammonium car- 
bonate, tincture of quillaja, etc., in various proportions, 
without obtaining a satisfactory “ sea foam,” and he asks 
how he may proceed to turn out a preparation equal to 
that used by barbers. 

The mistake made by most druggists who start out to 
compound a “dry” shampoo of the nature of “sea 
foam ” is in the direction of overloading the mixture with 
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soap. The principal ingredient should be a volatile alkali, 
which develops foam by combining with the oil, natural 
or applied, of the hair to form a soap and produce light 
suds. It isa mistake to incorporate a solution of oils, like 
ordinary bay rum, with a shampoo liquid of this kind, for 
this only weakens the detersive action of the ammonia. 
The modus applicandi should teach this. A “sea foam” 
is intended to be applied in small quantities, and the hair 
rubbed with the fingers until nearly dry, the last traces 
being removed by a wet towel. The liquid should be 
rather strong of ammonia, the spirit of ammonia being 
superior for the purpose to water of ammonia. A satis- 
factory article may be produced after the following for- 
mula: 


EPR AE ARNE 5 oo.c's xo vsninwe ens cetapesnnsee ozs. 3 
DEEN dicted chal esau Steeses eek c enna once siwebee oz. 1 
DE Ls Sheds ees bovine beavhoveanebesesaes eel me. 8 
LS eres Sean: rere Te ozs. 12 


The following are examples of formulas which are 
given first place in the various books of pharmaceutical 
formulas : 


ee ey wee eee ee et ee eT oz. 1 
RP Seer eer re ree ee te. ozs. 2 
EN. 4 cs0s bob eke bene see abs soe ea eee ozs. 3 
EO. bcc ak beaded boven bsn oo senate eee eee ee ozs. 12 
M. 
Il. 
BRGY TUM. oo oe cscs cccvcesnccccccscescccencesves 0z6. 3 
WURONE WE MEREROIIR.. 0k nce ce csccdsivnsecs seve ozs. 3 
DOM cc ncv cn gan pvaeses obs bb66b sod saben ene ee ozs. 10 
M. 
Ill. 
NT ee Pe ere ee ere eet Te yh div 
Pee ie re 3i 
Spirit Of BOAP..... 2. cccccccvecccccsocsecvsseesvers 3i 
EEE iG Sk Seba nceb wens sede deb wuwonnanieorenee 3ij 
oe ee SPOT EETE LCE EET LE. gtt. xx 
Water enough to make.............cccscccccscces 5xvi 
IV. 
DR CRTDODRE.. 6s 50 cscs cvs caneesceel gr. 120 
REE GG Ekch Che kd a ceric ope c feeb esneubs soe beeapee 3ij 
PRG OOTTR «oo. o0.0's 000050005210 os ocesvorncncceseneses 3i 
BD Ns 5 0 5 100 0.00:0.0 06 0t0 bb 00e es cobsocceseboee 3Xv 
Mix and dissolve. 
Vv. 
GROOT BORD. 22.0 ccsccccccccccscccscccecccsvcsecseses 3i 
SINE, 6050s v5 sina woghesekeaseresusssccnsee 3i 
DEDOMOE os v0 oso 000000000005 ‘hos esbpereeseneeehe 5viij 
PE cs rcnccas ee skworsshnvek boas ane wed deeehaaee 5ilj 
VI. 
NR PROD, oso kone o's bs vidoe nbc buee eee ozs. 2% 
ee” ae ere te rrr er ozs. 8 
EN 55 6 dien see ns ben seks ses eedeeeneaenet qts. 4 
Orange-flower WAtET...........ccccccccccoccccees qts. 4 
OSS ELPA SEPT TTT LT TELE PTET LE qt.1 


This formula is quoted by Askinson, who directs to 
macerate the ingredients for one month, before filtering. 


VIL. 
EE tes ons Sick Conese bea bows es eeseknS beh baaee OZ. 
Pe ee ee re dram. 1 
PEEP eee eee er eee fl. oz. 
BOE ShGcuu ebb esd conn Weeswneceeseceraesebneee pint 1 
BEE cng ich op ba endacecebbs sa bonds }e be ouee fl. ozs. 14 


Perfume, q. 8. 
Elementary Works for the Study of Chemis- 
try.— Prof. R. O. Doremus names the following selec- 
tion of bocks as the best for a beginner: Bloxam’s 
“ Chemistry,” Lea Brothers, $2.00; Newth’s “ Inorganic 
Chemistry,” Longmans, Green & Co., $1.75; Ira Rem- 
sen’s “ An Introduction to Chemistry,” Henry Holt & Co., 
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$1.12; Arey’s “ Elementary Chemistry,” the Macmillan 
Co., go cents; Torrey’s “ Studies in Chemistry,” Henry 
Holt & Co., $1.38; Wurtz’s “ Elements of Chemistry,” 
J. B. Lippincott & Co., $1.80; Appleton’s “ The Young 
Chemist,” Silver, Burdett & Co., 83 cents; Shepard’s 
“ Chemistry,” D. C. Heath, $1.90; Roscoe’s “ Lessons in 
Elementary Chemistry,” the Macmillan Co., $1.21. 

The foregoing list is intended for the general student 
of the subject. The work on pharmaceutical chemistry, 
which is given the preference in leading colleges of phar- 
macy, is Sadtler and Coblentz’s “ Pharmaceutical Chem- 
istry,” J. R. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 





Percentage Solutions of Potassium Iodide. 
To THE EpiTor: 


S1r,—On page 54 of the American Druccist for 
July 22, under the heading Correspondence, there ap- 
peared a letter by one Charles A. Lotz upon the subject 
of percentage solutions. I know that the editor is not 
responsible for statements made by his correspondents, 
but I feel sure that you would not have published the 
aforesaid letter, at Jeast not without editorial comment, 
had you been fully aware of the erroneous conclusions 
of the author which, being thus disseminated by your 
journal, might have an evil effect upon the minds of stu- 
dents who have not yet learned how to read. 

It is a well-known fact that there is no subject in phar- 
macy which is so hopelessly involved in the minds of 
beginners, and of some others who are not beginners, as 
this same subject of percentage solution, and when such 
statements as the following go out without editorial com- 
ment it cannot but do harm: 

“ Now if you dissolve one grain of potassium iodide, 
for example, in enough water to measure one minim 
you do not get a 100 per cent. solution, as would be sup- 
posed theoretically ; you actually have a 50 per cent. solu- 
tion, because you really have an equal part of both salt 
and water in the resulting solution.” 

What do you think of that? 

CuarLes H. LAWALL. 

PHILADELPHIA, July 25, I190I. 





To THE EpitTor: , 


Sir,—I notice in your edition of July 22 a letter to 
the editor on “ Percentage Solutions.” Your correspond- 
ent in his article confused matters somewhat by not dif- 
ferentiating between grain per minim and actual percent- 
age. Percentage may be parts per hundred by volume, or 
parts per hundred by weight. As the specific gravity of 
potassium iodide in round numbers is 2.9, 2.9 grains of 
potassium iodide occupy the space of one grain of water. 
If potassium iodide is soluble in 0.5 part of boiling water 
then 2.9 grains, which occupies the space of one grain 
of water, will require 1.45 grains to dissolve it. The 
mixture of the two will measure the same as 2.45 grains 
of water, and contain 2.9 grains of potassium iodide, 
which is over a grain of potassium iodide in the same 
volume of the liquid as would be occupied by a grain of 
water. The mixture, however, which is of the bulk of 
2.45 grains of water (if no allowance is made for pos- 
sible expansion or contraction) will actually weigh 4.35 
grains, as it contains the 2.9 grains of potassium iodide 
and 1.45 grains of water. 

Your correspondent evidently understands the point 
I make, as he speaks of 99 grains of salt with one minim 
of water (which is about a grain) giving a 99 per cent. 
solution. He also fully appreciates the fact that a sub- 
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stance cannot have other material added to it without its 
ceasing to contain 100 per cent. of the original substance. 
His solution of one grain of potassium iodide in enough 
water to measure one minim would, of course, only be a 
solution containing a grain per minim. As the specific 
gravity of potassium iodide is 2.9, then the space occupied 
by one grain of potassium iodide is equivalent to the space 
occupied by about 0.35 grain of water. A grain of 
potassium iodide occupying the space of 0.35 grain of 
water will require 0.65 grain of water to bring it up to 
the bulk of one grain of water. This will be one grain 
of potassium iodide in the bulk of one grain of water, 
and this one grain of solution will weigh 1.65 grains, in- 
cluding the potassium iodide and the water. Being one 
grain of potassium iodide in 1.65 grains of the solution it 
would be in round numbers a 66 per cent. solution by 
weight (this is allowing for no expansion nor contrac- 
tion). 

As your correspondent states, it is certainly wrong to 
call a grain per minim solution a 100 per cent. solution, 
and when it is done it is probably more from careless 
expression than from actual misunderstanding of the 
facts, and if any are so inaccurate as to use the term 100 
per cent., to mean grain per minim, or grain per each vol- 
ume occupying the space of a grain of water, it is fortu- 
nate that your correspondent calls attention to such an 
inaccurate use of the word Ioo per cent. 

GeorGE F. Payne. 

ATLANTA, GA., July 26, 1901. 





REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


NOTES ON EQUATION WRITING AND CHEMICAL AND PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL ARITHMETIC. Second HEdition, Revised and 
Enlarged. By J. H. Beal, Sc.D., Ph.G., Professor of Chem- 
istry and Pharmacy, and Principal of the Department of 
Pharmacy of Scio College. The Calumet Publishing Co., 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


Published originally by the author for the benefit of 
his own students, Professor Beal’s little book quickly grew 
in popularity and the first edition was soon exhausted. In 
the spelling of chemical terms the author follows the gen- 
eral principles established by the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, and disregards the exam- 
ple of the Committee on Revision of the U. S. Pharmaco- 
poeia, which has declined to recognize the innovations of 
the A. A. A. S. in spelling and pronunciation. Apart from 
this we consider the work a helpful one to students 
of chemistry and pharmacy, the several chapters on the 
writing of chemical formule, the construction and in- 
terpretation of equations, and the general principles of 
the notation, classification and nomenclature of chemical 
compounds presenting in a simple and easily understood 
form the laws and principles of chemical combination. 
Students of pharmacy who make the acquaintance of this 
work through any commendation of ours will, we feel 
sure, be grateful for the introduction, and come to 
regard it as a very serviceable students’ reference book. 


Tur ExtTrRA PHARMACOPEIA. By William Martindale, F.L.S.. 
F.C.S., late President and Examiner of the Pharmaceutical 
Society, and W. Wynn Westcott, M.B., Lond., D.P.H., H. 
M.’s Coroner for North-East London. Tenth edition. Lon- 
don: H. K. Lewis, 186 Gower street, W. C., 1900. (Price, 
$2.68, post paid.) 


Imagine the United States or the National Dispensa- 
tory condensed to a small volume measuring 5% x 3 x 
1% in., and you have the Extra Pharmacopeia of Martin- 
dale and Westcott.. The references to processes of man- 
ufacture of chemical substances are necessarily exceeding- 
ly brief, but they will be found sufficient for the pharma- 
cist, and he will find compensation for these brevities in 


the multitudinous references to galenical preparations, 
pharmaceutical processes, etc. While more especially 
adapted to the needs of British pharmacists the Extra 
Pharmacopeia is a book that no pharmacist who is emu- 
lous of standing in the front rank of his profession can af- 
ford to do without, and this whether his official guide 
book be the French, German or the U. S. Pharmacopeeia. 


SELECT METHODS IN Foop ANALysIs. By Henry Leffmann, 
A.M., M.D., and William Beam, A.M., M.D. 380 pages; 
cloth; $2.50. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1012 
Walnut street, 1901. 


The authors have drawn freely upon the bulletins of 
the United States Department of Agriculture and of the 
Association of Official Agricultural Chemists for material 
in the preparation of this work, and the volume may be re- 
garded as an authoritative compilation of select method 
of analyses. 

HAGER’Ss HANDBUCH DER PHARMACEUTISCHEN PRAXIS, ETC. 


Sechzehnte Lieferung—Piperazinum—Methylsaccharin. Ber- 
lin: Julius Springer, 1901. 


This admirable work keeps up to the excellent promise 
of the earlier portions, which have been reviewed at some 
length in these columns. The book is rich in formulas, 
gathered from various sources, our National Formulary 
and the various European unofficial formularies being 
freely drawn upon. 





Books, Pamphlets, Etc., Received. 


Missouri Botanical Garden. Twelfth Annual Report. St. 
Louis, Mo. Published by the Board of Trustees. 1901. 


The Canadian Photographic Blue Book for Professionals 
and Advanced Amateurs. Photography in a Nutshell. Edi- 
tion No. 4. Price 25 cents. Compiled by Jackson L. Little, 
Toronto. 


Eleventh Annual Announcement of the Brooklyn College of 
Pharmacy. Session of 1901-1902. College building, 329 Frank- 
lin avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Antipyrin and its Derivatives. By David C. Eccles, B.S. 
(Reprinted from The School of Mines Quarterly, Vol. XXII, 
April, 1901, No. 3.) 


University of Illinois Alumni. Technological, Scientific, 
Agricultural, Literary, Library and Law Departments, 1872- 
1900. College of Physicians and Surgeons of Chicago, 1883- 
1897. College of Medicine of the University of Illinois, 1898- 
1900. Chicago College of Pharmacy, 1861-1897. University of 
Illinois School of Pharmacy, 1897-1900. Urbana, IIl., April 25, 
1901. Published by the University. 


Catalogue of the Albany College of Pharmacy. Department 
of Pharmacy, Union University, for 1900-1901, and Announce- 
ment for Session of 1901-1902. Albany, N. Y., 1901. 


Twenty-first Annual Bulletin Denver College of Medicine. 
Medical Department of the University of Denver. Session of 
1901-1902. Denver, Col. 


Ohio State University. Catalogue of the College of Phar- 
macy, 1901-1902. Columbus. Published by the University. 


Prospectus of the College of Pharmacy of the City of New 
York. Session of 1901-1902. College of Pharmacy Building, 
115-117-119 West Sixty-eighth street, New York. 


Proceedings of the Twenty-third Annual Meeting of the 
Missouri Pharmaceutical Association, held at Pertle Springs, 
Warrensburg, June 18, 19, 20 and 21, 1901. Constitution and 
roll of members, etc. St. Louis, 1901. 


Announcement of the California College of Pharmacy. 
(Thirtieth annual session.) Berkeley. The University Press, 
1901. 


Prospectus of the New Orleans College of Pharmacy. Sec- 
ond Session, 1901-1902. New Orleans, La. 


Annual Announcement of the New Jersey College of Phar- 
macy. Session of 1901-1902, beginning Monday, September 16, 
1901. College Building, No. 224 Market street, Newark, N. J. 


Twentieth Annual Announcement Cleveland School of 
Pharmacy. Session of 1901-1902. Cleveland, O. 
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BUSINESS : BUILDING. 


Conducted by U. G. Manning. 
The Depariment Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 
within the scope of this department. 


WEED, OR BE WEEDED. 


F the failures in business each year nearly go per cent. 
are of firms having capital of $5,000 or less. Drug- 
gists come largely within this class. Though as yet in 
the annual smash the relative proportion of failures in 
this trade is low, the economic trend is toward the extinc- 
tion of the small capitalist and the fossil, and it is proba- 
ble that the next decade will see a large weeding out of 
the least worthy drug stores. 

The least worthy are that class of businesses which 
are out of harmony with the times, though in the past 
they may have been wholly adequate. In the drug business 
you now find many a survival of bygone days, of the time 
when business could be done by renting and stocking a 
room and then sitting down to wait for trade. That easy- 
going era is past. Look about among your competitors 
and you will find some who do not know that the world is 
moving away from them. They are not going to last a 
great while. Some one better representative of the times 
will replace them. The newcomer will be alive, aggres- 
sive, and will have a proper appreciation of the right of 
the public to up-to-date service. He may come as the 
owner of a chain of syndicate stores. He may monopolize 
a narrower field. But I am sure that it is safe to prophesy 
that a dozen years hence there will be relatively fewer 
drug stores than now and fewer owners than stores. Those 
who care to survive and to secure advantage of the gen- 
eral drift must get going. The young men in business 
should realize that now, more than at any previous time, 
the battle is to the hustler; that he must adopt modern 
methods of winning business or go to the rear. He must 
do those things that successful merchants in all lines are 
doing or he will eventually find himself undone. Many 
feel that they have some choice in this matter, but they 
have not. The course is detefmined for them. 

This is an advertising age. 

It is the present method by which the unfit are weeded 
out, and some of the fit are weeded out, too, because they 
think they can be in the world and not of it. It doesn’t 
matter whether you believe in advertising or not ; doesn’t 
matter whether you wish to advertise or not. You have 
no choice. If you do not, ten years from now you will be 
a “has been.” If you care to keep up with the procession 
you have no time to lose. Few realize that advertising is 
something that must be employed continuously for years 
in order to get the full results. If you wait a year you are 
more than a year behind. If you lose a year you never 
make it up. You are not going to be in business forever. 
Your allotted time is limited at best. If you choose to 
drift you are going to be weeded out. Better be one of 


the weeders. 
2s Fs SF 


The Prize Advertisement. 


The American Druggist offers a prize of books to the 
value of $2, each issue, for the best retail druggists’ ad- 


vertisement. The prize is this time awarded to Ernst 
Stalhuth, Columbus, Ind. 


CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


The ads which receive the award are but fairly good. 
The matter is up to the general average, but the display 
is poor. More room should be given the headings, which 
should be set in bolder type. The paint head will answer 
owing to the contrasting surroundings. The other ads 
of the series should have headings in type equally large. 
The wording of most of the headlines could also be im- 


> VVVVVVVVVVY 
> The cost of painting « bouse is < 


z plus Labor. < 
-” Toe price of 
) > AINT labor is the * 
with < 
A NEAT HOME en t > good or poor Paint If you: @#eeaaaeeeaeeeeagaic! 
} ™ buy poor paint at 5c a gallo * 
fl NIGE GAKE 


Fequires pest feroiwwre. To always > less than the good, you save ~ 
eupeese guitnchen eur a cen > 50c on the Job. If poor paint + 
: staods I year and good paint < is often .spoi: i 
ied wit! 
= stands 5 years, you save—? < poor Pavers: ieee 
Flavorioy Extracts are arti- 
ficial. 





> go fivure it out; if you bave < 

a jouse to aint 

With TWO COATS, ordinary wood is si fioancier, or oe colnen < 

Converted into the more expensive wood > bave the bouse. 

‘as Mabogany. Cherry. Walnut, Oak, ete » , We could sell cheap paint Be 
: It'seasy! the caus look pratty. + 

Stahihuth’s Varnish > We might guarantee it for lo< 

Stain Bears Washing 


> years if we inteuded to leave < 
Does not chip nor fade. 


“are a few of the ingredients 
of Artificial Essences. 

Some of these cause blind: 
bens, otbers derange diges- 
tioc and nove are very con- 
ducive to bealtb. In many 

it iss crime to offer 
such mixtures for sale. 

Ovr Fraveaino Extracts 
ane Pours, aod are yguaran- 

to pass inspection un- 
der any Pure Food Commis- 
sioo. A trial will convioce 
you, @ test wil! prove it. 


ERNST STAHLHUTA, 
Pharmacist. Columbus. 


2 IS cent cap aod you wil! be sere 
0 ge more, Avoid imitations. they 
cost bo less, and chip $ stay. 
aod (urn white with mot > Satisfaction these many years. 
> We sen sold it ever since we < 
, > have been in business; weuse < 
| ERNST STAHLHUTH jj » it ourselves; we toow, we do © 
onudersr, > We bave all the colors of the < 
|, & rainbow, aod waoy colors that < 
co.umsus, morna. jy) 5 do a appear io the rainbow < 
88 nature peinte it. All b 
> Callie forcards and facta <<, @ERRRERDIE PAT IRIE D EE 
> ERNST STAHLHUTH,. < 
> Druggist. Columbus. < 
AAAAAAAAAA AA 


b Cbeap article, but it is made to < 
bas been used with 
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The Prize Advertisements. 


proved. For instance, “ A neat home ” has little connec- 
tion with the subject. “ Furniture made new ” would be 
more apt to catch the attention of those who should be in- 
terested. This advertiser’s work is good enough to jus- 
tify the liberal use of space. Enough should be used to 
permit of boldly displayed headings, which headings 
should as far as possible embody the sense of the ad. 
es SF 


OF MIXED MERIT. 


Emil L. Boerner, Iowa City, Iowa, sends a local sou- 
venir publication in which he has ads in verse and prose,. 
and some slips for placing in packages that leave the 
store. The verse is useless as advertising, the prose ad 
covers too much ground to be effective, but the slips are 
excellent. They are brief, to the point, and each one cov- 
ers one subject well. 

, WOT TELL? 
AN ELOPEMENT 
via Brignac’s Medical Cab. 
Married at the bride’s parents, her Majesty Miss 


Medical Science, to his Lordship, Mr. Afflicted Sick- 
ness. Mr. F. Brignac, Jr., Graduate in Pharmacy, Offi- 


ciating. 


Only one fifty-cent bottle will raise thee to strength. 

Friend: Thou art cordially invited. Should thou 
doest not well. Wait not till death sits at your door. 
Go to Brignac, and delay no longer. The medicine that 
will cure you speedily, satisfactorily and permanently 
is within your reach. Remember the shafts of disease 
shoot across our paths in such a variety of courses that 
the atmosphere of human life is darkened by the num- 
ber. Escape is almost miraculous. 


After the above lurid introduction, F. Brignac, Jr., 
Lutcher, La., leaves his readers in the air, without any 
further light on this panacea needed if they “ doest not 
well,” and proceeds in the remainder of the circular, of 
which this is the introduction, to talk about his business 
in general. As an introduction this is certainly unique. 
It is simply beyond criticism. 
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AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


British Pharmaceutical Conference. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING, AT DUBLIN, MONDAY TO 
THURSDAY, JULY 29-AUGUST 1. 


Specially Reported for the American Druggist by Wm. Mair, F.C. S. 


EAD MILE FAILTE, meaning in Erse, “the Irish lan- 
guage,” a hundred thousand welcomes, was expressive 
of the spirit in which the thirty-eighth annual meeting of the 
conference was carried through. Never was the attendance 
larger, the arrangements better, the hospitality more un- 
bounded, or the success of the whole proceedings more pro- 
nounced. Dublin is a beautiful city, substantial, regal; splen- 
did in what is old of its buildings, as in much that is modern. 
It is the home of great learning, having three universities, 
principal of which is the well-known Trinity College, where 
Dr. Emerson Reynolds, F.R.S., President of the Chemical So- 
ciety, is Professor of Chemistry, and Dr. Walter C. Smith is 
King’s Professor of Materia Medica. Probably nowhere in 
Britain is the practice of pharmacy and the relationship of 
pharmacy to medicine to be found in a better state. Several 
of the pharmacies have progressed continuously during a cen- 
tury; one goes back to 1684. One of the wholesale businesses 
can show an unbroken record of 200 years. The papers pre- 
sented were judged at the meeting to be well ahead of for- 
mer years in number and quality; four out of the twenty-two 
were contributed from Dublin. The members came from a 
wide area, and included very many of the most distinguished 
representatives of British pharmacy, and several visitors, who 
were welcomed by name. Among these were Professor A. B. 
Prescott, of Michigan, president two years ago of your own 
national pharmaceutical association, who in thanking the 
president for his kind introduction, expressed the pleasure it 
afforded him to meet them as fellow members of the fra- 
ternity of pharmacy, and conveyed the greetings of the Amer- 
ican Pharmaceutical Association, and the congratulations of 
the entire body of pharmacy in the United States. Other for- 
eign members specially welcomed were Charles F. Baker, of 
Calcutta; William Moore, of Assam, and a member from 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

The conference is not subdivided into sections, and al- 
though its constitution embraces the “discussion of various 
subjects of political, commercial and educational in- 
terest relating to pharmacy,” the preponderance of the work 
done continues to be scientific. At the opening session on 
Tuesday the Lord Mayor was to have welcomed the confer- 
ence to Dublin, but was detained in London on civic business. 
He had cordially placed his official residence, the Mansion 
House, at their disposal, and there the luncheons were held 
at the usual midday interval on the two days of the sessions— 
Tuesday and Wednesday. There, also in the grounds, was a 
group of photographs taken. The completeness of this civic 
welcome contributed materially to the dignity of the meeting 
and has not before been so well done. Most of the 400 
who attended, including many ladies, were present in the 
splendidly equipped lecture theatre of the Royal Dublin So- 
ciety to listen to 


THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By G. C. Druce, M.A.. F.L.S. 


This was a masterly review of the sientific advancement 
of the last century, embracing a thoughtful study of evolution 
and present position of the newer botany and concluding with 
4n appropriately introduced ethical disquisition on present 
day problems in British pharmacy. It was prepared and pre- 
Sented in a cultured style and the occasional, slight, illustra- 
tive digressions into some biological or intellectual by-way 
dear to the author were specially pleasing. 

Touching upon the history of the conference since it had 
last met in the capital of the Emerald Isle twenty-three years 
ago the president noted a slight decrease from the then recorded 
Membership of 2,000. He then proceeded to a résumé of the 


more important scientific 
advances made during the 
century, particularly in 
those sciences more imme- 
diately connected with our 
ealling. 

CHANGED ASPECT OF BOTAN. 

ICAL STUDY. 


Mr. Druce rather regret- 
ted the fact that while in 
the early years of the cen- 
tury all the important botanical chairs in Britain were 
held by systematists, not a single one was now 
so occupied.. He considered that to the pharmaceutical stu- 
dent the advantage of studying morphology rather than physi- 
ology is manifest, and that even so far as histology is con- 
cerned the examples chosen should as far as possible be such 
as are connected with pharmacy. 


IS PHARMACY DECADENT ? 


After a brief reference to the triumphs of scientific work 
in the great subject of bacteriology since Pasteur, Lister, and 
Koch, each in a seperate department of correlated inquiry, de- 
duced important principles of treatment, which have altered, 
and will still further alter, our daily task as dispensers of 
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GEORGE CLARIDGE Druce, F.L.S., PRESIDENT: 


Is a retail pharmaceutical chemist ; Mayor of Oxford, for raany centuries 
the intellectual capital of England; is, honoris causa, an M.A. of Ox- 
ford; and curator of the Fielding Herbarium in the University; author 
of Flora of, Northamptonshire (1879), Oxfordshire (1886), Berkshire (1897), 


medicine, the author concluded with the reflection that such brief 
study in the higher branches of scientific inquiry was a salu- 
tary diversion from the habit of introspective analysis. He 
would ask, and frankly try to answer, three questions: Is 
there a decadence in pharmacy? If so, what are the contrib- 
uting causes? Is there a remedy? It is difficult to know 
what was the actual condition of pharmacy at the beginning 
of the century, but from the information one is able to ob- 
tain about that time, there is good reason to believe that a 
chemist and druggist carried on a protean-sided business, 
prescribing freely for many of the diseases to which flesh is 
heir, and for some of those which flesh acquires, acting as a 
dental practitioner, dealing in paints and colors, selling veter- 
inary preparations, and, on the whole, making a good living. 
In one town which he took as an example there were as many 
pharmacists who were making individually as large profits 
when the town had twenty thousand inhabitants as is done 
now when it has eighty thousand. The pharmacists of that 
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period certainly occupied relatively a better position among 
their fellow tradesmen than the present ones are doing. In 
fact, we may say that, as compared with the ’sixties and 
*seventies, the depreciation in good will alone among British 
pharmacies is at least 50 per cent. So much for the trading 
point of view. 


FAILING INTEREST IN SCIENCE, 


He thought that we must admit that the general interest 
in science exhibited by pharmacists shows a decided falling 
off. The regrettable loss of numbers experienced by this con- 
ference corroborated this statement. He was not disputing 
that excellent work is done by followers of pharmacy to-day, 
but he was afraid it is chiefly done by those engaged in whole- 
sale rather than retail pharmacy. 


RETAIL PHARMACY LESS PROSPEROUS. 


He had sorrowfully to admit that retail pharmacy was less 
prosperous in Britain than at any other time now within 
memory. Among the causes were many beyond their control— 
the segregation of businesses and professions; the increase of 
provident dispensaries, some notoriously abused by individuals 
who are perfectly well able to pay both for medical attendance 
and for medicine. A gradual divergence toward the purely 
scientific side in their examinations to the exclusion of the 
more practical part of pharmacy appeared to Mr, Druce—him- 
self an examiner—to has unconsciously assisted in the down- 
ward movement. He deplored what he considered another 
cause of pharmaceutical decadence in the sale of so-called 
patent medicines and the increase of proprietary articles in 
dispensing, which formerly necessitated more call upon intel- 
lectual faculty and on one’s chemical and pharmaceutical 
training. All these causes were, however, relatively unim- 
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One of, the vice-presidents of the conference, 
welcomed the conference on behalf of the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland. 


portant compared with the effects produced by company trad- 
ing upon pharmacy, a flaw in the law allowing in England 
seven people, not one of them qualified, to open a chemist’s 
business and call themselves chemists, while insisting that in- 
dividual chemists before commencing business should be quali- 
fied. He considered that much of this could be remedied by 
the legislature, but that the greater part of the problem must 
be left to themselves, to their individual exertions and in- 


dustry. 
PAPERS PRESENTED. 


1. “ Concerning Cascara Sagrada,” by Bridget Rose Clinton. 

2. “Note on Liquor Gentianze Compositus Concentratus,” 
by E. H. Farr, F.C.S., and R. Wright, F.C.S., pharmaceutical 
chemists. 

3. “Chemical Standardization of Galenical Preparations,” by 
N. H. Martin, F.C.S., F.L.S. 

4. “The Standardization of Galenicals,’ by H. Wippell 
Gadd. 

5. “The Chemistry of the Bark of Robinia Pseudacacia 
Linné,” by Frederick B. Power, Ph.D. 

6. “The Anatomy of the Bark of Robinia Pseudacacia 
Linné,” by Pierre Elie Félix Perrédés, B.Sc., F.L.S. 

7. “The Official Estimation of Liquor Hydrogenii Peroxidi,”’ 
by W. A. H. Naylor, F.LC., F.C.S., and C. S. Dyer. 

8. “The Pharmacopeeial Requirements for Jalap,’” by John 
C. Umney, F.C.S8. 

9. “ Liquor Calumbz Conc., B. P.,” by F. C. J. Bird. 

10. “The Preparations of Ergot,” by J. C. McWalter, 
D.P.H., F.F.P.S.G. 

11. “ Hydrastin,” by Thomas Maben, F.C.S. 

12. “ Laboratory Notes,” by T. Tyrer, F.1.C., F.C.S., and 
T. C. Tyrer, F.C.S. 

(1) “ Distillation and Boiling Points.” 
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Honorary local secretary. 
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(2) “Comparison of the Quantitative Action of 
Reducing Agents on Mercury and Bis- 
muth Salts.” 

(8) “ Effect of Glassware Containers on Acids.” 

13. “ A Soluble Manganese Citrate, and some Compounds of 
Manganese with Iron,” by Frederick B. Power, Ph.D. 

14. “ The Presence of Arsenic in Ferrum Redactum, and Its 
Approximate Determination,” by E. Saville Peck, M.A. 

15. “Two Years’ Analytical Experience of the Poor Laws 
Drug Supply,” by Prof. Chas. R. C. Tichborne, F.1.C., B.P.H. 

16. “The Cause of the Loss of Strength of Spiritus #theris 
Nitrosi,” by E. H. Farr, F.C.S., and R. Wright, F.C.S. 

17. “On Uniformity in Dispensing,” by A. L. Doran, M.P. 
8.1, 

18. “ Hydrobromic Acid,” by E. M. Marshall. 

19. “ The Chemical Character of So-called Iodo-tannin Com- 
pounds,” by Frederick B. Power, Ph.D., and Frank Shedden, 
B.Se., A,I.C. 

% “The Estimation of Phenol,” by John C. Thresh, D.Sc., 
M.D. 

21. “ Additional Notes on Cardamom Fruits,” by R. C. Cow- 
ley and J. P. Catford. 

22. “An Improvement on the B. P. Santonin Test,” by 
Percy Pain, Ph. Ch. 

The Quality of Jalap. 

Mr. Umney’s paper on jalap brought out the fact that of 
thirteen samples recently examined the percentage of resin 
varied from 5.4 to 18.4, only two samples being above the B. 
P. limit of 10 per cent. It was supposed that maturity, period 
of collection and soil materially affected the percentage of 
resin, and it had been suggested by Fliickiger that the resin 
was partially exhausted from the jalap tubes in Mexico. The 
hope was expressed that the effort would be made to improve 





Wituiam F. WELLS, M.P.S.L, 


Chairman of the local committee, wel- 
comed the conference in the stead 
of the Mayor. 


the conditions under which the collection of jalap was carried 
on, so that the standard of the British Pharmacopceia may be 
maintained. It was considered not unreasonable, as compared 
with the U. S. P. 12 per cent. and the German 9 recently in- 
creased from 7. The B. P. liquores concentrati were criticised 
by F. C. J. Bird. This new series of preparations which was 
found to be unpopular he sought to improve by modifications : 
of the processes. Incidentally he reminded the conference of 
the formula that “ the characters of the product would depend 
on the power of the press,” it having been shown that whel 
using a hand press the finished liquor had a s. g. of 1.029 and 
extractive 2.16 per cent,, while with a powerful hydraulic press 
these tigures became respectively 1.032 and 3.66. 


The Preparations of Ergot 
was the subject of a communication by Dr. McWalter, an ac- 
complished pharmacist and practicing physician of Dublin. It 
was really an ample monograph on the pharmacology of the 
drug. He found a solution which kept well and was an im- 
provement on the Pharmacopeceia liquid extract could be made 
by dissolving one part of ergotine and one of glycerin with 4 
sufficiency of distilled water to produce five parts; it was rather 
palatable; if patients suffering from hemorrhage are given 4 
dose of ergot and it happens to nauseate them, their fright is 
naturally intensified and the chances of relief thus diminished. 
Elaborate methods had been adopted, he added, by certain 
American manufacturers to assay ergot on a physiological 
basis—namely, by ascertaining the quantity required to pro 
duce the phenomenon known as ergotism on the comb of & 
cock, whereby this appendage is attacked with dry gangrene, 
the potency of the extract is assayed in proportion to the 
weight of the cock. He submitted that such experiments were 
based on a completely erroneous assumption—namely, that the 
principle in ergot which causes the contraction of the unstriped 
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tissue of the minute blood vessels is the active ingredient; be- 
sides the human factor is entirely lost sight of. The fact was 
that there were two distinct physiologically active principles 
in ergot, the one probably cornutine, which produces rythmic 
contraction of the uterus, which renders ergot of so much use 
in obstetrics, and the other sphacelinic acid, sphacelotoxin, or 
some other principle or combination of principles which pro- 
duce contraction of the fibrous tissue of the capillaries and are 
responsible for the employment of ergot in hemorrhages, as 
well as in the various nervous affections where such contrac- 
tion is desirable. He concluded that ergot comprised a num- 
ber of distinct chemical substances, but so few of these can 
be recognized as different entities, and so many different 
names have been applied to them that it is premature to decide 
whether cornutine or any other alkaloid is the active principle. 


Chemistry and Anatomy of Locust Bark. 


Dr. Power’s paper on the chemistry of the bark of Robinia 
Pseud-acacia (false acacia or common locust) was a communi- 
cation from the Wellcome Chemical Research Laboratories, of 
which he is director in chief. The author, in a paper read 
before the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters, 
on December 27, 1889 (Pharm. Rundschau, New York, 1890, 
pp. 29-38), directed attention to the fact that the toxic action 
of robinia bark is due to a poisonous proteid, similar in its 
character to ricin and abrin. In the present paper he gives a 
complete account of the chemistry of the bark, describing its 
various constituents. 

Dr. Power’s communication was followed by a very elabo- 
rate one dealing with the anatomy of the bark of the com- 
mon locust; by Mr. Perrédés, also of the Wellcome Research 
Laboratories, further admirably illustrated by a series of mi- 
crophotographic lantern slides. Not many drugs have had 
their pharmacognosy so completely elucidated. 


New Preparations ef Manganese. 


A further selection from the classical chemical work which 
is being done by Dr. Power at the Wellcome Research La- 
boratories had reference to (1) a Soluble Manganese Citrate and 
Some Compounds of Manganese with Iron. Neither the Brit- 
ish or German Pharmacopeeias, in their latest editions, had 
adopted any salt of manganese or preparation made there- 
from. The value of manganese compounds as medicinal 
agents depended to a considerable extent upon the form in 
which the element was administered. Manganese dioxide was 
occasionally prescribed notwithstanding its frequent impurity, 
its complete insolubility in water and its sparing solubility in 
dilute acids. Dr. Power then described the preparation and 
characters of his new soluble manganese citrate. The simple 
citrate was prepared by the interaction of manganese sul- 
phate, 100 Gms.; sodium carbonate, 140 Gms.; to the washed 
precipitate citric acid 62.8 Gms. are added, and to the result- 
ing citrate, while still moist, 105 Gms. of crystallized sodium 
carbonate are added and the mixture heated until complete 
solution is effected. It is then dried on glass plates to the 
form of scales. (2) Soluble iron and manganese citrate.—The 
liypodermic use of iron had been recommended by Dr, Da 
Costa, of Philadelphia, and the preparation employed was 
stated to be a ferrous-manganese citrate. In a specimen of a 
commercial salt, however, examined by Dr. Power the iron was 
found to be in the ferric state. The salt now brought to 
notice was caiculated to contain as nearly as possible two 
parts of metallic iron to one part of manganese. It was pro- 
duced by adding a solution of ferric citrate to the moist man- 
ganese citrate. (8) Soluble iron and manganese phosphate was 
another salt calculated to contain the same relative proportions 
of iron and manganese as the preceding and its method of 
preparation was analogous. Like the so-called phosphate of 
iron of the U. S. P., it was really citro-phosphate. The ad- 
vantages suggested by the new compounds were their ready 
solubility in water, freedom from objectionable taste and 
relative uniformity. 


Iodo-Tannin Compounds. 


In another paper, contributed by Dr. Power, in association 
with F. Shedden, the chemical character of so-called iodo- 
tannin compounds was considered. Preparations made by 
the action of iodine upon tannic acid or drugs con- 
taining considerable amounts of tannin, such as Kra- 
meria, cinchona, etec., have been used medicinally for 
many years, especially in France, where they appeared to 
have originated. These preparations are usually in the form 
of a syrup or wine, as, for example, “the Sirup de Raifort 
Iodé” of the French Codex. Since they contain no free iodine 
it is usually assumed or definitely stated that the iodine is 
in an organic combination with the tannin. It was sought to 
ascertain the chemical character of the preparations produced 
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LAND MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND ART, DUBLIN, 


Where the7meetings were held. The opening conversazione was given here 
in the Museum of Science and Art, and the scientific sessions took place 
in the splendid new lecture theatre of the Royal Dublin Society, adjoining. 
The secretary, R. J. Moss, F.1.C., F.C.S., expressed the cordiality with 
which his Council had granted the use of the building. 


by the action of iodine and gallic acids, which seemed desir- 
able in view of the fact that no definite compound of iodine 
with either tannic or gallic acids had as yet been described, 
although the well-known bromo—and dibromo—gallic acids 
were very easily prepared. The results went to show that 
the crystalline product assumed by Barnouvin to be iodo- 
gallic acid consisted simply of gallic acid with a little ad- 
hering hydriodic acid, and the fact was established that true 
or definite compounds of iodine with either tannic or gallic 
acid cannot be formed by the simple interaction of these bodies 
in the presence of water, for as might be expected in these 
circumstances the iodine acts simply as an oxidizing agent, 
and it followed that if the physiological action of iodine was 
required it would be more rational to employ a syrup contain- 
ing a definite amount of hydriodic acid. 


The Official Santonin Test. 


Percy Pain’s improvement on the official santonin test was 
based on the supposition that the fact of intense bitterness of 
an alcoholic solution, as compared with an aqueous, was due 
to some molecular change having taken place. He found that 
ethyl nitrite gave the best results. 


Simplified Process for HBr, 


E. M. Marshall suggested a simplification of the process of 
the preparation of hydrobromic acid. A small amount of hy- 
drobromic acid is made by means of sulphur bromide and wa- 
ter; the acid liquid is poured off from the sulphur and bromine 
added, which dissolves. A small amount of sublimed sulphur 
is then added; combination at once takes place and hydro- 
bromie acid is formed. The liquor is now distilled, but con- 
siderable subsequent purification is required. 


Results of an Examination of Drugs. 


Dr. Tichborne sketched the results of his examination of 
834 samples of drugs sent in to him as county analyst in the 
course of his work at the Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland, from 
the Poor Law Hospitals under the Local Government Board. 

Incidentally he had found that the methylated liniments 
were almost invariably dispensed in Ireland, although not sanc- 
tioned by the British Pharmacopeia. He advocated that if 
such are to be used they should be officialized. 


Arsenic in Ferrum Redactum 


E. S. Peck said this was a frequent impurity and the limit 
was suggested for adoption in the British Pharmacopeeia, and 
advantage was taken of the property of stannous chloride to 
give a dark brown to black coloration according to the amount 
of arsenic present. A table of colorations was shown at the 
conference meeting. It seemed possible to, as it were, Ness- 
lerize dilute solutions of arsenium by means of the concen- 
trated solution of stannous chloride, of the German Pharma- 
copoeia (s. g. 1.900). The limit of arsenical contamination 
suggested was that if no light brown coloration should take 
place within one hour (in 0.2 Gm. treated with 3 Cc. of the 
SnCl, solution) that would correspond to 0.1 per cent. of ar- 
senium approximately. 





1 The finding of the meeting was that 0.05 was a sufficient limit and a possi- 
ble degree of purity. 
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° NEW OFFICERS. 


The place of meeting chosen for 1902 was Dundee, Scotland, 
whither the conference was welcomed by Charles Kerr and 
A. Nasmyth, Arbroath. 

The officers appointed were: President, G. Claridge Druce, 
M.A., F.L.S. (re-elected); vice-presidents, G. T. W. Newsholme, 
president of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain; W. 
A. H. Naylor, F.1.C., F.C.S., London; G. D. Beggs, Dalkey, 
Dublin, and Charles Kerr, Dundee; treasurer, John C. Umney, 
F.C.S., London; honorary general secretaries, F. Ransom, 
F.C.8., Hitchin, and E. Saville Peck, M.A., Cambridge, the 
latter in succession to Mr. Naylor, who relinquished reluctant- 
ly and to the expressed regret of his colleagues the senior 
secretaryship, which he has filled efficiently for 15 consecutive 
years; honorary local secretary, William Cummings, Dundee; 
auditors, G. H. Grindley, Dublin; James Russell, Dundee; 
and an Executive Committee of nine members. 

At an earlier stage of the proceedings the favorable report 
of the Executive Committee, proposed by Sir Thomas Robin- 
son and seconded by Edward Evans, J.P., of Liverpool, re- 
corded the loss by death of two distinguished honorary mem- 
bers, Dr. E. R. Squibb, of Brooklyn, and Dr. Charles Rice, of 
New York. With the presentation of ten beautifully bound 
souvenir volumes from the Bell and Hill’s fund, offered as a 
tribute of gratitude and accepted by President Beggs on be- 
half of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland came the ex- 
pressions of thanks, all eminently cordial, particularly notable 
being that accorded to the learned president, whose uniquely 
successful chairmanship was very thoroughly appreciated, and 
the one to the Council of the Royal Dublin Society for the use 
of the auditorium, which had contributed largely to the success 
of the conference, of which. Lord Ardilaun is president, re- 
sponded to by R. J. Moss, F.I.C., F.C.S., the secretary. 


THE PLEASANTRIES 


opened with a brilliant reception and conversazione in the 
Museum of Science and Art, at which the president wore court 
dress and his mayoral chain and robes. Drives by electric 
trolley and char-a-bancs took the visitors to places of interest 
in and about the city. On Wednesday evening were simul- 
taneously a drawing-room and a smoking concert at the head- 
quarters of the conference. On Thursday a special train and 
contiguous drives took the 400 who attended to Glendalough 
through some of the most charming scenery in Ireland, and 
on Friday a garden party was given at the Zoological Gardens 
by S. P. Boyd, M.A., and Mrs. Boyd. On Friday a number 
took the advantage to spend the week end at Killarney— 
“heaven’s reflex,” in the estimation of more than Irishmen, 
Dublin, August 2, 1901. 





MOVING FOR A REFUND OF FACE VALUE OF 
WAR-TAX STAMP. 


Wholesalers and Proprietors Urge Passage of a Special Bill. 


The wholesale drug trade is active just now in trying to 
secure a refund of the face value amount of war tax stamps 
on goods in their possession on July 1 last, when the War 
Revenue Reduction act became effective. Schedules’ of 
stamped goods have been made out and placed in the hands 
of Custom House lawyers. 

The amounts on the schedules vary, but they are under 
$500 as a rule, for even by the largest firms only a small 
amount of stamped goods was carried in stock. The manufac- 
turers will, according to the ruling of the Internal Revenue 
Department, be refunded for stamps on goods in stock on 
July 1. 

Collector Charles H. Treat, when seen, said: “ There is no 
ruling now which permits of their claims being satisfied. A 
canceled stamp is a canceled stamp, and after process of sale 
has begun a refund is impossible. The passage of a special 
bill in Congress is the only possible way for the druggists to 
recover.” 

Efforts are also being made to secure united action toward 
the passage of a special bill at the next session of Congress to 
relieve the proprietary medicine manufacturers. 

Those leading the proprietary medicine movement say that 
the Government, by its repeal of portions of the War Revenue 
act of 1898, has allowed a rebate to manufacturers, jobbers 
and retailers of tobacco and cigars, and failed to make similar 
provisions for the medicine men. 
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THE AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSO- 
CIATION. 


Plans for the St. Louis Meeting—Special Reduced Rates Made by 
the Railroads—Elaborate Entertainments Beiog Planned at St. 
Louis—The Local Committees Selected. 


a rate of a fare and a third from all points save those 

in the New England territory, in which the association 
has not yet acted, though it is confidently expected that the 
reduced rate will be granted there aJso. To secure this re 
duction those attending should purchase through tickets to St. 
Louis, securing a receipt from the ticket agent on an “ asso- 
ciation certificate’ within not more than three days of the 
date of the opening of the meeting, which will take place on 
Monday, September 16. 


STOP OVER PRIVILEGES AT THE PAN-AMERICAN EXPOSITION. 


Members from the East who go by way of Buffalo will 
have the privilege of stopping over at the Pan-American Ex- 
position for ten days, provided that on arriving in Buffalo 
they immediately deposit their tickets with the local ticket 
agent, paying a fee of one dollar. The New York delegation 
will go by the Lackawanna and the Wabash railroads, the 
main party leaving on Saturday, September 14, and arriving 
in St. Louis Sunday afternoon. The fare from New York City 
to St. Louis is $21.25 and the fare for the return trip will be 
one-third this sum. The sleeper fare is $6.00 each way. Mem- 
bers in or near New York City who wish to accompany the 
party will kindly communicate promptly with Caswell A. 
Mayo, 66 West Broadway, the local member of the Committee 
on Transportation, stating how many berths they wish to have 
reserved. 


T': various railroad traffic associations have authorized 


THE EXHIBIT. 


The hall selected for the exhibit feature of the meeting is 
located on the ground floor of the Southern Hotel. It fronts 
on Walnut street, being Nos.-404 and 406. The south end of 
the hall opens into the handsome corridor of the hotel, cover- 
ing an entire one-half block. 

The room adjoining and to the east of the exhibit hall is 
occupied by A. A. Kleinschmidt’s Pharmacy. The hall is 52% 
feet long, 25 feet wide and has a ceiling 18 feet high. Repre- 
sentatives of the exhibitors will be asked to come before the 
association and in a few minutes’ talk explain whatever may 
be of interest about their exhibit. The association as a whole 
will thus be called upon to judge of the merits of each display. 
This will give the exhibitor a public opportunity of reaping 
a return for his time, labor and expense in sending the goods. 
A report upon each exhibit will be made by the committee to 
the association, which will afterward be published widely. 
It is believed that many members and others will be attracted 
to the meeting in St. Louis by the exhibition; that every one 
who attends will carry away knowledge of many new objects 
and ideas which will be of direct pecuniary or educational 
value in business. Applications for space should be forwarded 
at once to the local secretary, Dr. Whelpley, 2342 Albion place, 
St. Louis, accompanied by a statement briefly describing the 
character of the exhibit, and whether wall-space is desired. 


HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 


The headquarters of the association will be at the Southern 
Hotel, where the prices will be as follows: American plan, 
one or two persons in a room, $3.00 to $5.00 per day; European 
plan, one person in a room, $1.50 and upward; two persons in 
a room, 50 cents per day additional for second person. Ac- 
commodations at lower rates can be secured in nearby hotels, 
and Dr. Whelpley, the local secretary, will make arrangements 
for quarters for all applying to him in advance. 


THE ENTERTAINMENT FEATURES 


The local committee have plans under consideration which 
will insure the complete success of the entertainment feature 
of the meeting. So far as has yet been determined upon the 
entertainments include a river boat excursion on Wednesday 
afternoon and evening, stopping in North St. Louis at the 
water works and in South St. Louis at Jefferson Barracks. 
On Saturday afternoon there will be a trolley car ride, during 
which Shaw’s Garden and the Anheuser-Busch Brewing Asso- 
ciation brewery will be visited. A special entertainment is 
being prepared for Saturday evening. 

The committees throughout the States of Missouri and 
Illinois, which were appointed to look after new members, etc., 
have been doing their duty in every respect. Dr. H. M. Whelp- 
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ley, the local secretary, says, ‘They have been everlastingly 
stirring things up.” ‘The local ladies will meet at the home 
of Mrs. Whelpley on Tuesday of the meeting and arrange- 
ments will be made for entertaining the visiting ladies. 

The Chicago Drug Club has written to secure quarters at 
the Southern Hotel. They expect to be on hand in full force. 
A committee, consisting of L. A. Seitz, Chas. Gietner and C. 
C. May, has been appointed to look up all the points of special 
interest in and around St. Louis and to publish this informa- 
tion in pamphlet form. 





PHARMACEUTICAL MEETINGS. 


THE MARYLAND ASSOCIATION. 


Rapid Growth in Membership—Affiliation with N. A. R. D, In- 
dorsed— Worcester Plan Approved. 





The ninteenth annual convention of the Maryland Pharma- 
ceutical Association was called to order by President Wm. BE. 
Turner, of Cumberland, at Ocean City, on July 16. M. F. John- 
son, representing his Honor, Mayor Clayton T. Purnell, in a 
few felicitous remarks welcomed the association to Ocean 
City, his address being replied to by Dr. Alfred R. L. Dohme. 

John F. Patton, president of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association, brought the greetings of the Pennsylvania Phar- 








Louis SCHULZE, 


Baltimore, President of the Maryland Pharmaceutical Association. 


maceutical Association, as did Prof. Wm. C. Anderson, presi- 
dent of the N. A. R. D., those of that body. 

President Turner’s address was replete with good, practical 
suggestions, all of which were adopted. Among others were 
these: That the Legislative Committee organize auxiliary com- 
mittees in every county of the State to go to work at once to 
bring the passage of a pharmacy law to a successful issue: 
that the next semiannual meeting of the association be held 
in Annapolis during the organization of the Senate and House 
of Delegates, and that “we strive diligently to more closely 
unite the professions of medicine and pharmacy, and that we 
co-operate with other bodies of a like character in the erection 
of a suitable memorial to Prof. Wm. Proctor, Jr.” 

The association decided to continue the agitation for a na- 
tional pure food and drug law, as also endeavor to have such 
a law enacted for Maryland. 

The treasurer reported a gratifying balance in the treasury. 
The accessions during the year were larger than any preceding 
year, they amounting to 33 per cent. of the membership. 

The report on the progress of pharmacy was a most com- 
prehensive and instructive paper. 

Under the subject, “ Trade Interests,” an animated discus- 
sion arose as to the affiliation with the N. A. R. D., ending in 
& resolution to that effect, as well as to the adoption of the 
ering plan, both meeting with the approval of a large 

ority. 
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Officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: Presi- 
dent, Louis Schulze, Baltimore; first vice-president, J. Webb 
Foster, Baltimore; second vice-president, Eli T. Reynolds, 
Rising Sun; third vice-president, Otto G. Schumann, Baltimore; 
secretary, Owen C. Smith, Baltimore; treasurer, John G. Beck, 
Baltimore. Executive Committee: Wm. C. Powell, chairman, 
Snow Hill; H. Lionel Meredith, Hagerstown; W. E. Brown, 
Baltimore. H. P. Hynson was elected delegate to the N. A. 
R. D., with Wm. E. Brown as alternate. 

The next annual meeting will be held at the Blue Mountain 
House about June 20, 1902, in joint meeting with the Penn- 
sylvania Pharmaceutical Association, which meets at Buena 
Vista, Pa. 


THE OHIO ASSOCIATION. 


Entrance Examinations and Fixed Terms Advocated for Schools of 
Pharmacy—The Worcester Plan Indorsed. 


The twenty-third annual meeting of the Ohio State Pharma- 
ceutical Association was called to order at the Hotel Algon- 
quin, Dayton, O., July 16, by the president. The Mayor of 
Dayton, Hon. J. R. Lindemuth, extended a cordial welcome 
to the visiting society, which was responded to by A. De Lang, 
of Cincinnati, on behalf of the association. Short speeches 
were made by Adam Schmidt and Dr. Casper, of Springfield, 
after which the President read his annual address, which was 
referred to a committee for consideration. 

The second session was called at 9 a.m., July 17. The privi- 
leges of the floor were extended to C. H. Jones, organizer of 
the Ohio Valley Druggists’ Association, and to E. R. Cooper, 
organizer of the Northern Ohio Druggists’ Association. 

The reports of the various committees were read and ac- 
cepted. The chairman of the Committee on Course of Study 
in Colleges of Pharmacy made the following recommendations, 
which were adopted by the association: 

Item 1. That this association requests the schools of 
pharmacy located in Ohio to require an entrance admission, 
leading to a degree, of at least one year’s instruction in a 
standard high school, which should include algebra and 
natural science. 

Item 2. That this association reaffirms its position of 
1896 that schools of pharmacy should have a fixed time for 
the admission of students who are candidates for a degree 
in pharmacy, which should be at or near the opening of 
the school year, and a definite time when the course lead- 
ing to the conferring of a degree shall close. 

Item 38. That the Ohio Board of Pharmacy be and is 
hereby requested to adopt a rule that after September 1, 
1902, it will refuse to recognize as in good standing any 
school of pharmacy within or without the State of Ohio 
which fails to require and enforce an entrance qualification 
equivalent to that proposed in Item 1, or that fails to com- 
ply with the conditions relating to the admisison of students 
and the conferring of degrees in pharmacy set forth in 
Item 2. 

Reports were read by the delegates to the National Whole- 
sale Druggists’ Association and the National Association of 
Retail Druggists. 

The association ordered its affiliation dues in the National 
Retailers’ Association paid for another year. 

E. R. Cooper explained in detail the working of the so-called 
Worcester plan for the prevention of price cutting, in connec- 
tion with which the association passed the following resola- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the secretary of this association be in- 
structed to forward the following resolution to one or more 
members of this association in each Ohio town, with re- 
quest that they obtain druggists’ signatures thereto. And 
resolved, that all signatures so secured be returned to the 
secretary of this association and embodied in fac-simile 
memorial to proprietary manufacturers, as also for 
presentation at the proposed Massachusetts Fall Confer- 
ence. 

Whereas, the retail drug trade would be benefited with- 
out injustice to any one by price enforcement under the 
Worcester plan; now, therefore, the undersigned do hereby 
indorse said plan, and as a further expression of our in- 
terest and as an incentive to manufacturers of proprietary 
goods to adopt it, do promise to give preferential considera- 
tion to the goods of manufacturers that are sold under said 
plan, whenever we can do so without injustice to any other 
goods or discrimination against our own. And we promise 
to sell the price-protected goods whenever called for by 
name, without effort to sell our own or to sell them in place 
of such price-protected goods. 

The Dayton druggists tendered the association a carriage 
ride and a trip through the National Cash Register Company’s 
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model factories, where were seen the detailed processes of 
manufacture, the system by which employees suggest their 
own ideas, and the artistic lunch room, where the girls and 
ladies are each day served the essentials of a good lunch for 
five cents per week. These works certainly suggest an era 
of higher aim and culture among factory operatives. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, J. C. Firmin, Findlay, O.; first vice-president, Chas. 
Freericks, Jr., Cincinnati; second vice-president, G. C. Himmel- 
man, Akron; permanent secretary, L. C. Hopp, Cleveland; 
treasurer, J. H. Von Stein, Upper Sandusky; Executive Com- 
mittee: F. W. Herbst, chairman, Columbus; J. P. Harley, 
Warren; John Kutchbach, Cincinnati. 

The initiation fee for new members was abolished, and the 
association commended the Board of Pharmacy on the fact that 
the number of assistant registered pharmacists had been in- 
creased in the last two years. 

The following names were recommended to the Governor 
from which to select a new member of the Board of Pharmacy: 
W. R. Ogier, Columbus; John Von Stein, Upper Sandusky; 
John Byrne, Columbus; Adam Schmidt, Springfield; Geo. W. 
Brown, Wilmington. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to the Dayton druggists 
and the Entertainment Committee for their generous efforts. 

An auxiliary section was formed and put on an active basis, 
the object of which will be to protect those members who may 
be unjustly persecuted or prosecuted under the existing or 
future laws of this State, to take care of any cases against 
them, both in the lower and appellate courts, without indi- 
vidual expense to the druggist beyond his per capita fee for 
membership. Membership to be restricted to members of the 
Ohio State Pharmaceutical Association. A Central Committee 
of six was appointed by the president, to have full charge and 
discretion in doing the work. 

The matter of time and place for next year’s meeting was 
left to a Central Committee, the preference of the committee 
being for a boat ride to Mackinac, holding the meeting on 
board; the next preference to be given to Put in Bay. 


THE TENNESSEE ASSOCIATION. 


The Meeting Well Attended—Interest in the N. A. R. D. Unabated 
—A Clergyman Made an Honorary Member. 


The sixteenth annual meeting of the Tennessee Druggists’ 
Association was held at Monteagle on July 17, 18 and 19. 
After a business meeting held in the village the members 
assembled in Warren Hall on the Assembly Grounds, where 
the meeting was called to order by President McDonald, of 
Lebanon. 

Dr. Summey, as platform superintendent of Monteagle, ex- 
tended to the association in a very happy speech a very cordial 
and hearty welcome to Monteagle. 

R. W. Vickers, secretary, read telegrams from New York 
and Chicago containing greetings to the association. A paper 
on “ What Pharmaceuticals is it Profitable for the Pharmacist 
to Make?” was read by A. B. Rains, of Columbia. B. H. 
Owen read a paper on “ What Are the Best Methods of Adver- 
tising?’’ He said that more than half the money spent in 
advertising is wasted on account of injudicious methods. 

At the second day’s session two honorary members were 
enrolled, Rev. W. D. Powell, of West Tennessee, and Daniel 
Champion, of Alabama. A number of papers were assigned 
and read, and the following officers were elected: 

President, H. W. McDonald, Lebanon; first vice-president, 
J. C. Treherne, Memphis; second vice-president, J. D. Kuhn, 
Nashville; third vice-president, J. J. Ingle, South Pittsburg; 
secretary, W. R. Vickers; treasurer, J. C. Ammons, Gleason. 

D. H. Owens, of Clarksville, and G. P. Evans, of Shelby- 
ville, were appointed delegates to the next meeting of the 
National Association of Retail Druggists at Buffalo, N. Y., in 
September. A. B. Rains, of Columbia; J. C. Treherne, of 
Memphis, and J. F. Voight, of Chattanooga, were selected 
delegates to the American Pharmaceutical Association meet- 
ing at St. Louis in October. 

Bon Aqua Springs was selected as the place for the next 
annual meeting. 


THE RHODE ISLAND ASSOCIATION. 


Rhode Islanders’ Fifty-sixth Meeting—A Whist Tournament a 
Feature of the Entertainment. 


The fifty-sixth semi-annual meeting of the Rhode Island 
Pharmaceutical Association was held on July 10 at Seaconnet. 
A party comprising more than fifty participated in the event, 
which was of very enjoyable character. 

Upon arrival at Seaconnet a brief business session was held 
and then the party proceeded to the discussion of a substantial 


feast. A period of sight-seeing, bowling and other amusements 
followed. 

On the return trip a whist tournament was held. The prizes 
were won by George E. Fairbanks, James O’Hare and George 
Daggett. The booby prize, a treatise on whist, with a minia- 
ture pack of cards, went to Richard A. McNally. The com- 
mittee in charge of arrangements comprised H. L. Swindells, 
Arthur Howe and Charles Sheehan. 


THE MAINE ASSOCIATION. 


Two Hundred Maine Druggists Meet at Portland—Steady Growth 
in Membership—The White Mountains Visited. 


The thirty-fourth annual meeting of the Maine Pharma- 
ceutical Association was held at Portland on July 9, 10 and 11. 

The session opened with a business meeting on the evening 
of the 9th, at which there were two dozen members present. 
Most of those who had arrived had gone to the various summer 
resorts for the evening, depending upon the main business 
meeting at the Mt. Pleasant House. On this account all of the 
important and most interesting business was held over. 

President H. Boynton, of Biddeford, being unable to be 
present on account of illness, Vice-President F. R. Partridge, of 
Augusta, presided. About 15 applications for membership 
were read. The reports showed that 8 members have died 
during the year, 1 has withdrawn and 28 new members have 
been added, making an active membership of 281 members. 

Messrs. Everett, Lord and Cates were appointed as a Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, and an invitation was accepted to send 
delegates to the annual meeting of the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association at St. Louis, September 16 to 21. 

On the morning of the 10th the members to the number of 
about 200 left the Falmouth Hotel on special cars for the 
Union Station, taking special cars to the Mt. Pleasant House, 
White Mountains, where the second day’s session was held. 

At the business meeting, which occurred soon after the 
train arrived, the following officers were elected for the ensu- 
ing year: 

President, F. R. Partridge, Augusta; vice-presidents, D. P. 
Moulton, Lewiston; F. T. Crane, Machias; G. R. Wiley, Bethel; 
treasurer, W. I. Drew, Portland; secretary, M. L. Porter, Dan- 
forth. 

E. S. Everett, of Portland, read resolutions upon the deaths 
of many members of the association. A number of new mem- 
bers were admitted, including the following: F. S. Rogers, 
Philadelphia; C. E. Bradley, Bert Allen, Harry Hamilton, L. C. 
Bailey, J. E. Higgins, Fred Smith, Portland; W. W. Talbot, 
Sanford; B. L. Alden, Yarmouth; Dr. Wort, Cherryfield. 

Dr. Garst, of Worcester, read a paper on the Worcester plan 
for preventing cut prices. Other papers were: “A Brief His- 
tory of Cinchona,” by J. F. Sanford, Ph.G., of Lewiston; “ Our 
Customers: How Shall We Treat Them So as to Increase Their 
Number?” by A. G. Gilmore, and “ Cinchona History, Methods 
of Cultivation and Collection; Products and Alkaloids,” by E. 
T. Bowers, Ph.G., of Lewiston. 

During the afternoon the visitors witnessed a base ball 
game, and the day wound up with a banquet at the Mt. Pleas- 
ant House, followed hy a ball in the evening. 

On the 12th recreation was made the order of the day. 
Various small parties were made up for the buckboard, break 
and carriage drives among the mountains. Some went to the 
base of Mt. Washington, others through the Notch to the 
Willey House, and others through other parts of the country. 
These trips were perfect delights and the drives were marvels 
of beauty. Some of the party took the trip to the top of Mt. 
Washington on the train. It was a trifle damp on account of 
the cloud banks that hung over the peaks, but they did not 
regret their trip. 


THE VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION. 


The Evils of Special Legislation Pointed Out—The Work of the 
Board Nullified by Enactment of Special Relief Bills. 


The twentieth annual session of the Virginia State Pharma- 
ceutical Association convened at the Hotel Elkton, in Elkton, 
on July 18, 19 and 20. The total membership is 160 and about 
100 were in attendance. 

The members took under consideration the question of an 
amendment to the constitution of Virginia to restrict the fre- 
quent enactments of special relief bills in the State Legislature 
in cases where the individual pharmacist has failed to pass 
his or her examination before the State Board of Pharmaceu- 
tical Examiners. 

The evil calling for action on the part of the Virginia Con- 
stitutional Convention now in session at Richmond is peculiar. 
A custom has grown up among applicants for the vital relation 
to society which a pharmacist enjoys of appealing in case 
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of failure to pass their examination before a board to political 
or other influence and thus securing the passage in the Legis- 
lature. of an enabling act permitting them to be pharmacists 
without certificates. Laws on this subject on the statute 
books do not avail. They are repealed as easily as a relief 
measure is enacted. A constitutional amendment is sought. 

The association appointed a special committee to enforce 
pr —" governing the employment of unregistered drug 
clerks. 

The new officers elected were: President, E. S. Robey, Hern- 
don; first vice-president, John L. Hagan, Danville; second vice- 
president, N. B. Schmitt, Woodstock; secretary, C. B. Fleet, 
Lynchburg; treasurer, C. H. Lumsden, Lynchburg.- Executive 
Committee: T. A. Miller, Richmond; J. W. Watson, Richmond; 
Richard Gwathmey, Richmond. 

In his annual report Secretary O. B. Fleet suggested that a 
committee be appointed to consider the advisability of the 
association publishing a journal or securing a department in 
some journal already in existence. On motion the matter was 
referred to a special committee and a report on it will be made 
at the next meeting of the association. Mr. Fleet also sug- 
gested that the association take some steps in assisting the 
board in prosecuting violators of the pharmaceutical laws, and 
on motion a committee was appointed for that purpose. 

It was decided that the association should meet next year 
at Old Point Comfort. The Committee on Entertainment, as 
announced by the president, consists of R. C. Petzold, of New- 
port News; T. A. Murray, of Hampton; M. BE. Church, of Falls 
Church; Thomas S. Howell, of Hampton, and J. M. F. Trotter, 
of Norfolk. 

One of the brightest social features of the meeting was the 
presentation by the president, on behalf of the entire asso- 
ciation, of a handsome umbrella to Mrs. C. L. Henry as a 
mark of appreciation of her efforts to make the social features 
of the meeting a success. Mrs. Henry was accorded a rising 
vote of thanks and responded in a very feeling manner to the 
speech of the president, Dr. Eley. 

Mrs. Henry is the wife of C. L. Henry, who travels for Sea- 
bury & Johnson and who is a member of the Virginia Pharma- 
ceutical Association, Mrs. Henry being an honorary member 
of the association. 


IOWA PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 
A Brilliant Meeting Socially —Sioux City the Next Place of 
Meeting. 


Tke twenty-second annual meeting of the Iowa State Phar- 
maceutical Association was held in Storm Lake, July 9, 10 
and 11. The headquarters of the association were at the Brad- 
ford Hotel, where the visitors were well cared for. The first 
session of the convention was held on Tuesday evening, when 
the visitors were entertained by the reading of many bright 
essays. 

All the meetings were largely attended and proved to be 
profitable as well as enjoyable. The sports were entered into 
very heartily. The pharmaceutical ball given at the Opera 
House was a brilliant affair and largely attended. 

The following officers for the coming year were elected: 
President, E. B. Tainter, of Chapin; vice-presidents, E. M. 
Funk, of Hampton; Howard S. Baker, of Sioux City; C. P. 
Kinyon, of Des Moines; treasurer, J. B. Webb, of De Witt; 
secretary, Fletcher Howard, of Des Moines; local secretary, 
Ben J. Kloster, of Sioux City. 

It was decided to hold the next convention at Sioux City. 





Delaware’s Withdrawal from the N. A. R. D. 


In reference to the report of the annual meeting of the 
Delaware State Pharmaceutical Society in the AMERICAN 
Druaaist for June 24, 1901, page 376, in which mention was 
made of the withdrawal of the society from membership in 
the N. A. R. D., we have received the following communica- 
tion: 

To the Editor: 

Sir.—Many of the members of this association noticed in 
one of your recent issues the statement that the Delaware 
Pharmaceutical Society had withdrawn its support from the 
National Association of Retail Druggists and deplored the 
occurrence as being a weakening of the N. A. R. D.’s interests 
in this State, and to correct the false impression there sug- 
gested would say that most all of the members of the State 
society are also members of the Wilmington Association, and 
as the city association is a contributor to the N. A. R. D., the 
individual members of each association paying only once to 
the national body for their membership, it was found hard to 
interest those in the State outside of Wilmington in the work- 
ings of that body, for the reason of there being little or no 
cutting in the rural districts. They did not feel the need of 


the N. A. R. D.’s assistance in their localities, so it was 
thought better for the State association to drop out and the 
city association to take its place, being practically a transfer 
of interests only. . 

With the assistance and encouragement of the N. A. R. D., 
and by quiet and persistent work, the city association is mak- 
ing considerable headway in correcting those evils in the drug 
trade so prevalent all over the country, and we feel the ex- 
pense attached to the membership of the N. A. R. D. is money 
well expended. Very respectfully, 

WILLIAM POOLE, 
Treasurer Wilmington Retail Druggists’ Association. 
Wilmington, Del., July 26, 1901. 





GREATER NEW YORK. 


There are 18 names on the waiting list of the Drug Trade 
Club. 


The fall term of the New York College of Pharmacy begins 
on September 30. 


J. L. Riker, wife and daughter, sailed for Europe on July 
24 on the “ Oceanic.” 


Horace Gray Shaw, of McKesson & Robbins, is spending 
his vacation in Rhode Island. 


The offices of the Eisner & Mendelsohn Co. have moved 
to the Lehn & Fink Building, 120 William street. 


Northan Warren, formerly of Parke, Davis & Co.’s New 
York office, has gone to the Detroit general office. 


Francis E. Dodge, of Dodge & Olcott, sailed for Europe on 
the “ Teutonic” on July 31. He will be absent from these 
shores about eight weeks. 


Charles O. Weisz, of McKesson & Robbins, has returned 
from his vacation, which included a trip to Buffalo and the 
Pan-American Exposition. 


G. W. Meredith, head of the well-known house of G. W. 
Meredith & Co., East Liverpool, Ohio, sailed for Europe on 
the “ Teutonic” on July 381. 


The German Apothecaries’ Society held its annual outing 
at Jamaica, L. I., on August 1. An enjoyable time was had 
and the day was a perfect one. 


The Miner Drug Co. has been incorporated with a capital 
of $18,000. The directors are Charles Korber, G. W. Hacken- 
berger and W. H. Bixler, of this city. 


Fire caused by the explosion of chemicals in the drug store 
of Morris Brookin, No. 72 Delancey street, on July 29 caused 
a damage of $400 to the stock and store. 


A recent signer of the register at the Drug Trade Club was 
John Queeney, of the Meyer Bros. Drug Co., St. Louis. He 
was the guest of Mr. Anderson, of Charles Pfizer & Co. 


Samuel M.- Moneypenny, of the Schoellkopf, Hartford & 
Hanna Co. staff, left on Thursday, August 1, for his two weeks’ 
vacation, to be spent at White Lake, near Liberty, N. Y. 


After a two weeks’ visit up in Vermont, H. T. Jarrett, of 
the New York office of the Mallinckrodt Chemical Works, has 
returped to the city, apparently much benefited by the trip. 


Arnold J. Mackay, representing the Arlington Chemical 
Co. in the State of New Jersey, has just returned from his 
trip, and, after a short vacation, will resume his work again. 


Recent visitors to the city included Ernest Kimmerich, De- 
troit; W. L. Mix, New Haven, Conn.; J. Bartlett, of the East- 
ern Drug Co., Boston: Nathan J. Gillespie, of Columbia Drug 
Store, Savannah. 


Dr. Joseph E. Pollard, of Newark, N. J., a graduate of the 
Columbia College of Physicians and Surgeons of New York 
and until recently on the staff of St. Micheal’s Hospital, New- 
ark, has purchased the pharmacy of the late G. M. Swain at 
Chatham, N. J. 


Gilbert T. Reeder, of Reeder Bros., 460 Fourth avenue, who 
left New York City for Cherbourg by a steamer of the Ham- 
burg-American Line on July 20, arrived safely and is now on 
his way to Switzerland, where he will spend a brief vacation 
period, returning home by way of Paris. He is accompanied 
by Mrs. Reeder and their infant son. 


Adam M. Jones, who formerly owned the drug store at 
Sands and Bridge streets, Brooklyn, and who made the experi- 
ment of an all-night establishment for Jack Tar there suc- 
cessful, has again located near the Navy Yard. He has 
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secured the store at Sands street anu Hudson avenue, and ap- 
pears to be again on the high road to success. 


Fred Borggreve, the well known and popular manager ot 
John W. Ferrier’s Long Acre Pharmacy, 1491 Broadway, is 
spending a vacation period at White Lake, Sullivan County, 
N. Y., and his geaial presence is much missed. It was Mr. 
Borggreve’s intention to spend his vacation at Milford, Pa., but 
a reported outbreak of yellow fever at that place caused him 
to change his plans. 

Druggist E. J. Horton, of Peekskill, N. Y., has opened a 
branch pharmacy at 359 South street in that town. The store 
is fitted up in first-class style, the fixtures being trimmed with 
silver and gold paint. It has been named the Twentieth Cen- 
tury Pharmacy. M. W. Johnston, Ph.G., formerly of Mount 
Vernon, is in charge. Mr. Horton is president of the West- 
chester County Pharmaceutical Association. 

A recent addition to the colony of summer visitors at Man- 
hattan Beach, Coney Island, consists of Colonel Samuel J. 
Tilden, T. B. Glazebrook and J. H. Cox, of the Tilden Co., New 
Lebanon, N. Y., who are registered at the Manhattan Beach 
Hotel. But for the presence of the sedate Mr. Glazebrook the 
party would, on several occasions, it is stated, be mistaken 
for country clergymen out on a Sunday school picnic. 

It is probably not true that the bass and salmon trout in the 
beautiful Rangeley Lakes in Maine are keeping well down to 
the bottom out of the way because G. J. Seabury is now fish- 
ing in those waters. His success in piscatorial sport proves 
Mr. Seabury to be quite as popular with the finny tribes as he 
is With those who are in the swim on shore. In case the ordi- 
nary temptations fail “G. J.” has only to bait his hook with 
one of his own shouting laughs to get a rise out of every fish 
in the lakes that knows when it is in good company. 


S. H. Carragan, G. S. Mariager and W. J. Carr, of Parke, 
Davis & Co., spent a vacation period of a week or more on a 
Canadian fishing trip, and have returned with some interesting 
stories of big catches. But the swopping of yarns has been 
materially interfered with. With a refinement of cruelty hard- 
ly conceivable in this age of enlightenment and, it is hinted by 
some evil-minded persons, born of jealousy, the otherwise 
genial Col. E. W. Fitch, general manager of Parke, Davis & 
Co.’s Eastern office, has caused to have posted up in a promi- 
nent place near his office a notice which reads: “ No fish 
stories!” 


The Retail Drug Clerks’ Association has issued the follow- 
ing address to the public: “The committee appointed by the 
Retail Drug Clerks’ Association to devise plans for shortening 
hours held a meeting on Tuesday night and adopted a card 
to be placed in various localities reading as _ follows: 
‘Help the drug clerk. Purchase your drugs before 10 p. m.; 
8 to 10 hours is the ordinary day’s work. Why not be reason- 
able with the men who have the lives of the community in 
their hands ? Give them shorter hours.’” All affiliated unions 
have been asked not to patronize drug stores after 9 p. m. It 
is the intention of the drug clerks to close all stores at 10 
o’clock, if possible. 

Since the death last May of Dr. Charles Rice, chemist and 
superintendent of the general drug department of Bellevue 
Hospital, two of those who had worked under him for years 
have followed him to the grave and a third has become almost 
helpless. The first of the men to die was William Tucker, who 
had been on Dr. Rice’s staff for fifteen years. He died on July 
14. On July 16 J. Stanley Page, who had been connected with 
the department over which Dr. Rice ruled, was found dead in 
his bed. The next member of Dr. Rice’s staff to meet with 
misfortune was Thomas McElroy. He is eighty-seven years 
old, and for fifty-five years of that time he has been an attache 
of that institution. He is helpless and his name has been taken 
from the payroll. 


A petition in bankruptcy was filed in the United States Dis- 
trict Court on July 30 by William H. Harrison, a druggist, at 
No. 60 Pearl street, showing liabilities of $6,919.03, and assets, 
consisting of debts due on open accounts, $624.61; trade-marks 
and patents, $250, and stock in trade $25. The principal credit- 
ors and their claims are: William R. Warner & Co., Phila- 
delphia, $1,067.97; Farbenfabriken of Elberfeld Co., this city, 
$568.45; Schieffelin & Co., $176.76; Munyon Homeopathic 
Remedy Co., Philadelphia, $199.58; Woods & Sons, $200; Carter 
Medicine Co., $102.60; Etna Chemical Co., $152.60; John I. 
Brown & Son, Boston, $283.50; Bovinine Co., $246.98; John F. 
Thompson & Co., Troy, N. Y., $108; Pond’s Extract Co., $210; 
McArthur Hipophosphite Co., Ansonia, Conn., $96; Reinschild 
Chemical Co., city, $66.43; Kress & Owen Co., city, $100; 
Anglo-American Drug Co., $141; Smith, Kline & French Co., 
Philadelphia, $42.50; Weber Medical Tea Co., Brooklyn, $42.50; 
Radway & Co., $355.14; Potter Drug & Chemical Co., Boston, 
$866.68; Mariani & Co., $85.41, and Henry Klein & Co., $69.12. 


After several months of travel through Ewrope, covering 
some 14,000 miles, L. L. Pope, of the Lawrence-Williams Co., 
Cleveland, O., arrived at New York recently on the Etruria. 
Both Mr. Pope and his wife, who accompanied him, were @8- 
pecially delighted with the Italian lakes and with Venice, 
which they saw at the most favorable season in the early sum- 
mer. They sailed direct from New York for Naples on the 
Hohenzollern in the early spring, and made their way gradu- 
ally northward with the summer weather. At Paris they were 
most delightfully entertained by Mme. Gombault, the widow of 
the originator of Gombault’s Caustic Balsam, and who still 
continues at Loguet, a suburb of Paris, the business founded 
by her husband. In view of the fact that Mme. Gombault 
speaks no English Mr. Pope was forced to fall back upon his 
newly acquired French, upon his rapid acquirement of which 
he is the recipient of many compliments from his friends. In 
fact, he now speaks English with a slight French accent. 





WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Business Brisk Locally—The Western Branch of the State Board 
Keep Busy—A Prosperous Co-operative Concern Declares a 
Dividend. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, August 7.—The good times which the Buffalo drug- 
gists have been enjoying since the opening of the Pan-Ameri- 
can Exposition continue and there are few new establishments 
to divide the trade up with the older ones. It was expected, 
especially when the New York Central Railroad failed to estab- 
lish a special exposition station down town, that there would 
be comparatively few visitors dewn town, which is four miles 
from the exposition, but somehow the business section has a 
great attraction for them and the streets are thronged all day. 
Of course, all tradesmen are reaping the benefit and the drug- 
gists with the rest. Nobody complains and the rule is quite 
the opposite. Business is good all along the line. 


AS TO THE CUT-RATE STORE 

and the smaller concerns that are disposed to do the same as 
often as they can get a chance, there is no complaint. Of 
course some business is done in this way and there will al- 
ways be some, but the amount seems to be even less than it 
was expected when the solid organization of the Buffalo drug- 
gists was perfected. This is also a great help to the trade and 
it ought to hold right along. 

THE WESTERN BRANCH OF THE STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY 
has not been able to have much of a vacation this summer, for 
no sooner were the examinations. closed in June for three 
months than the board took up cases of flagrant violations of 
the law in the district. Several meetings have been held, and 
on August the store certificates of Webber & Garland, of Mid- 
dleport, and Mrs. E. A. Jones, of Wilson, both in Niagara 
County, were annulled. It was found by the board that in one 
case the certificate had been obtained on the license of an old 
man living in Medina, who was too ill to do any work and who 
had been to the store but once in his life, when he stayed 
two hours and was paid $2 for the visit. In the other case the 
certificate was obtained on the declaration under oath that 
there was a licensed druggist employed in the store and that 
the license was posted in a conspicuous place in the store. It 
turned out that the person referred to, though*a graduate of 
the Buffalo College cf Pharmacy, had never had a license. 

There are a number of other cases of as flagrant violation 
of the law as these, which will be taken up at the next meet- 
ing. 

eTrhe board will also take up a list of about 20 applications 
for permits to conduct drug stores under the Costello amend- 
ment. The board is not greatly in favor of this measure, and 
will not give any more latitude to these permits than is appar- 
ently necessary. 

The next examination will take place on September 18. 
There are already about 15 applications in. 

A RAPIDLY GROWING BUSINESS. 

O’Rourke & Hurley are at it again. Not content with the 
finest store in the Mohawk Valley, they say they will have the 
finest store in the State. They are adding a steel ceiling of 
most unique appearance, and new quartered oak fixtures of 
special design by the Rochester Show Case Works. In the rear 
of the store is an annex 24 x 30 feet, five stories high, with 
every facility for their jobbing business and stock. The new 
addition is equipped with telephones on every floor, dumb 
waiters, etc. A part of the second floor will be devoted to the 
private office, laboratory and library of Mr. Hurley. 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Governor Whitmarsh Exonerated—Drug Clerks’ Union to Have a 
Field Day—A Liquor License Muddle in Salem. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, August 8.—News reached here from Manila, July 22, 
that the civil commission had exonerated H. Phelps Whit- 
marsh, Governor of Benguet, of the charges against him. The 
result, though anticipated. was received with much pleasure 
by Mr. Whitmarsh’s numerous friends. Mrs. Whitmarsh, wife 
of the Governor, resides in Malden, and was made very happy 
by the cablegram conveying the good news. Many of the 
family friends called during the day to tender congratulations. 


DRUG CLERKS’ UNION TO HAVE AN OUTING. 


The first annual field day and picnic of the Drug Clerks’ 
Union will be held at Oak Island Grove, Revere, on August 14. 
The entertainment will consist of sports and a vaudeville show. 
There will be $200 in prizes for those participating in the 
sports, and entries are being made to Charles E. Rolland, 
treasurer, 177 Harrison avenue. This is a hustling organiza- 
tion and its promoters have adopted up-to-date methods to 
bring it into prominence. 


A LIQUOR LICENSE MUDDLE IN SALEM. 


Salemites are much agitated over the sixth-class license 
question. At the last election “‘ no license” prevailed, but de- 
spite this fact and in the face of the opinion of the commission 
to codify the laws that every licensed druggist in a no license 
city is violating the law at each sale, the aldermen voted to 
grant over a dozen licenses. But these permits are of no value 
without the Mayor’s signature, and the latter has asked the 
opinion of the City Solicitor as to his being obliged to sign the 
licenses. There has been some talk of asking the courts to 
issue a Mandamus commanding the Mayor to sign. The courts 
have decided the legal question involved, in the case of the 
city of Gloucester, that the Mayor must sign the licenses if the 
Aldermen grant them legally. Of course, the point with the 
Mayor of Salem is that the granting was illegal. 


HUB NOTES 


Charles C. Goodwin, of the Eastern Drug Co., recently re- 
turned from an outing at Manomet. 


Julian W. Baird, M.D., dean of the M. C. P., is enjoying 
his annua? outing at his old home, Jackson, Mich, 

The store of Lewis & Co., 130 Portland street, was broken 
into on the night of July 28, and cigars valued at $84 stolen. 
The burglar was arrested. 

Messrs. Wilson, Hunneman and McHugh, of the office force 
of the American Soda Fountain Co., recently returned from 
their vacation in good trim for an active season’s work. 

A can containing a bedbug preparation exploded in the 
window of the Mayerick Drug Co. one evening recently and 
caused a lively blaze. Damage to store and stock, $1,000. 

M. T. Lyons, head prescription clerk for the T. Metcalf Co., 
39 Tremont street, sailed for Liverpool on the last trip of the 
“Commonwealth.” He will be gone until the middle of 
September. 

Charles M. Wilkinson, for many years in the drug business, 
died July 27 at his home, 10 Carlisle street. He was a native 
of Bath, Me., where he was born 79 years ago. The remains 
were taken to Gloucester for burial. 


MASSACHUSETTS JOT'TINGS. 


E. J. Kimpton has opened a store in Malden. 

A. J. Barker’s store, Taunton, was the scene of a recent 
fire. 

The Mayor of Taunton recently removed the license com- 
missioners for having granted a “ druggist” a second, a fifth 
and a sixth class license, when a druggist is entitled by law to 
only one license, and that of the sixth class. The commission- 
ers declared the:removal illegal and took the matter to court. 
A decision has just been rendered affirming the Mayor’s order. 


NEW ENGLAND ITEMS. 

Harry Chisholm, of Nashua, N. H., is missing. On July 
25 he hired a canoe and went up Nashua River. Later the 
canoe was found half full of water and Chisholm’s hat floating 
on the water. He bought a cap on the morning of his de- 
parture, and it is thought that he may have set the canoe 
adrift, thrown the hat on the river and left this part of the 
country. The river is being dragged, but so far no body has 
been found. Chisholm is married. 
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A Druggist’s Lot is Not a Happy One in Pennsylvania—The Law 
and Order League Stirring up the Trade—The Last of Bullock 
& Crenshaw. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, August 7.—The life of a retail druggist is not 
ideal. If he is not being sued for not living up to some old 
law which had never before been asserted he is kept in hot 
water through other sources. The Law and Order Society is 
now making a crusade through the State to compel fruit 
stands and other stores to close up on Sunday. This move 
has antagonized the Italian Fruit Dealers’ Association, of 
Pittsburg. This association has entered suit against seventy- 
five druggists of the Smoky City, charging them with having 
sold soda water on Sunday. The fruit dealers allege that 
soda water is not more necessary than fruit on Sunday, and 
insist that the police, if they enforce the law, have no right to 
draw the line. 


THE FUTURE OF THE BULLOCK & CRENSHAW BUSINESS, 

Geo. D. Feidt & Co., who have purchased the wholesale 
drug house of Bullock & Crenshaw, are contemplating some 
elaborate alterations to the premises. The building will be 
thoroughly remodeled inside and out. It has definitely been 
decided to abolish the retail drug department, and confine the 
business to selling scientific instruments and chemical ap- 
paratus in addition to the firm’s regular occupation of manu- 
facturing pill and powder boxes, acting as local agents for 
various pharmaceutical houses, &c. This young but energetic 
firm now represent in this city the concerns of Sharp & 
Dohme, Graham Bros., Smith & Painter, J. Elwood Lee & Co. 
and one or two others. 

With the sale of the business of Bullock & Crenshaw one of 
the oldest wholesale drug houses in this country passes out 
of existence. This house was well known all over the country 
and abroad, and at one time was the leading drug house in 
this city. 

MULFORD TO BUILD. 

The H. K. Mulford Company will erect at Thirteenth and 
Waverly streets a modern ten-story building. The ground on 
which the new structure will stand has been recently bought 
from Thomas Mudge. Plans for the building have been pre- 
pared by William Balderson and the contract for its erection 
has been awarded to William Rea & Sons. 


OHIO. 


A Successful Meeting at Dayton—Delegates from All Parts of the 
State—Dayton Druggists Prove Delightful Hosts. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Cincinnati, Ohio, August 5.—The recent meeting of the Ohio 
State Pharmaceutical Association at Dayton on July 16, 17 
and 18 was one of the most pleasant and profitable in the his- 
tory of the time honored organization. The Gem City was 
thronged with delegates from all portions of the Buckeye State 
and the social feature was not overlooked. A spirit of good 
fellowship prevailed and many matters of moment to the craft 
were discussed. New headquarters were established at the 
Algonquin Hotel, corner of Third and Ludlow Streets, and the 
management of the famous hostelry fairly outdid themselves 
in order to make the visiting pharmacists feel at home. Col. 
J. G. Spengler, Secretary of the Dayton Druggists’ Association, 
and others, left nothing undone to make their brethren from 
various portions of the State go home shouting the praises of 
Dayton and her citizens. The Mayor turned the key of the city 
over to the delegates and most of the pharmacists had their 
stores prettily decorated in honor of the gathering. Many 
druggists took their wives and daughters with them and 
visited the Soldiers’ Home and various other places about the 
Montgomery County metropolis that always interest the visitor 
and sightseer. ‘The arrangements at the hotel were superb and 
no night sessions were indulged in. Railroads gave special 
rates and few indeed who attended the gathering had any 
cause for complaint. The people of Dayton have long borne 
a reputation for hospitality, but on this occasion the citizens 
seemed to vie with one another to see who could do the most to 
make the convocation a most memorable one. Many interest- 
ing papers were read and several displays were to be seen 
that caused much favorable comment. In fact, the meeting 
was what might be termed a huge success and productive of 
much good. 
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Penny-in-the-Slot Directories Not to Ee Abandoned—Will Have 
the Official Endorsement of the Local Association—Preparing 
for the St. Louis Meeting. 











(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, August 6.—The penny-in-the-slot directory has, af- 
ter all, won a victory. Announcements that appeared to be 
official have been made to the effect that the device had proved 
a failure and would be given up. Officials of the company 
were quoted in the daily papers as having made such announce- 
ments and no denial was made. It appears that all these an- 
nouncements have been in error, for now Manager Smith, of 
the Directory Company, says the use of the apparatus is to be 
continued. He now disclaims all the assertions credited to 
him. To a representative of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST Mr. 
Smith said: 


MANY DRUGGISTS PLEASED WITH THE MACHINES. 


“In spite of all announcements to the contrary, we will 
eontinue to put out the penny-in-the-slot apparatus the same 
as last year, with certain limitations. If the druggists want 
the machines they shall have them, and almost all the drug- 
gists do want them. We are merely trying to find out what 
the druggists want. We will put in the new machines as fast 
as we can get them. There are now about two hundred and 
fifty in use, and we are getting more as fast as the company 
that makes them can turn them out. We are well pleased 
with the present apparatus and will continue to use it. The 
year is not quite up, so it is not possible to say, as yet, whether 
the venture will prove an entire financial success.. A number 
of the machines have taken in large amounts, two or three 
times what the directory would have cost, sometimes. All we 
ask is that the machines in all sections of the city show a fair 
average percentage of profit. Of course, we are not going to 
put in the directory and stand where no one would use it. But 
the majority of druggists will have no difficulty getting one. 
We gain because a new directory is used each year. What 
appeals to the druggist is the fact that he does not have to 
pay out $7.50 for the book. Besides that, he may receive an 
income from it. Then, too, the directory cannot be stolen and 
is always in better condition than the book that has been 
knocking about a counter. Druggists, as a rule, are pleased 
with it, but some few stores have not accepted the plan. No 
official action in favor of the penny-in-the-slot apparatus has 
been taken. The last thing the Chicago Retail Druggists’ As- 
sociation did was about a year ago, when the members started 
out to fight the plan, tooth and nail. They even talked of boy- 
cotting us, but they have cooled down some, apparently.” 

Thomas V. Wooten says the officials of the Chicago Retail 
Druggists’ Association are recommending the penny-in-the-slot 
machine to the members and that official action will probably 
be taken by the association at its next meeting. ; 


A GREAT SCARCITY OF CLERKS. 


Prosperity has stolen in on us unawares, according to mem- 
bers of the Drug Clerks’ Association. The gauge by which the 
prosperity of the druggists at large is measured is the demand 
for clerks. Not for years has the number of inquiries for 
skilled men been so large or the available supply so small. At 
the clerks’ headquarters it is asserted that every available man 
is working and, more than that, men from out of town have 
been called in to fill vacancies. A glance at the want ad. col- 
umns of the daily papers bears out this assertion, for there are 
many inquiries for men and no offerings. This state of affairs 
has had considerable influence on salaries, which are said to 
be about 30 per cent. larger than they were a few months ago. 
Not many months ago there were always a number of men sit- 
ting about at the clerks’ main office, but now there are few to 
be seen there but the officials and every one has given pros- 
perity the “glad hand.” 


ANOTHER TELEPHONE WAR THREATENED. 


A fight for cheaper telephone rates is on between the Illi- 
nois Manufacturers’ Association and the Chicago Telephone 
Company. Levy Mayer, the noted corporation lawyer, has 
been instructed to begin suit for the purpose of getting cheaper 
rates for the members of the association. It is hard to see 
how the fight can affect the druggists one way or the other, for 
almost all have the dime-in-the-slot devices and so do not care 
what the company charges for regular service. The company 
threatens, however, if compelled to charge less, to return to 
the primitive apparatus that was in vogue at the time the 
charter fixing the rates to be charged was granted. Some of 
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the big companies, it is said, pay several thousand dollars a 
year to the telephone companies. 


CHICAGO NEWS NOTES. 


L. K. Waldron, the Briggs House druggist, is in Michigan 
on a vacation trip. 


Thos. P. Cook, of the New York Quinine & Chemical 
Works, made a flying visit to this city recently. 


The store of W. F. Waldron at Forty-sixth street and Cot- 
tage Grove avenue has been closed on a chattel mortgage. 


William Remus, of William Remus & Co., South Haven, 
oe was one of the recent visitors at Chicago wholesale 
ouses. 


A new department store that will keep open all night is 
planned. It is said that the concern’s backers have an option 
on three sites on State street. One of the departments will be 
a drug store. 


So many cocaine and opium “ fiends” are being received at 
the County Jail that Jailer Whitman is experimenting with a 
cure, the details of which he does not make public. It is said 
— — of prisoners have been freed from their danger- 
ous habits. 


The directors of the Drug Trade Club met recently and dis- 
cussed plans for their new quarters over the Bismarck res- 
taurant. Work in the club’s rooms is going on nicely and it 
is expected that everything will be in readiness for the open- 
ing September 1. 


Employees of the L. A. Becker Company, soda fountain 
manufacturers, had a jolly time July 21. Together with their 
wives, sweethearts, friends and families, ‘all hands went to 
Harm’s Grove, Western and Berteau avenues, where they 
picnicked. There was music, dancing, games and bowling 
for prizes. 


A sale of odds and ends on which duty had not been paid 
was held by the Collector of the Port of Chicago recently and 
there were some curious bargains picked up. A case of liquor- 
ice was purchased by one druggist for $1.20, another got a case 
of patent medicines for $1.25, and a third got a case of stomach 
tablets for $1. 


Manager Beardsley, of the Miles Medical Company, Elkhart, 
Ind., is in the city buying. Among wholesalers it is said that 
the enterprising firm to which Mr. Beardsley belongs is doing 
a lively business and has found it necessary to spread out 
as a result. An attractive calendar is one of the advertising 
features that the concern will send out to druggists later. 


A young man walked into a north side drug store recently 
and asked if he could leave a wallet there for a little while. 
After he had left it the druggist called upon the police and 
told them of the stranger’s visit. The young man was arrested 
when he returned and it was found that the wallet, containing 
$50, had been stolen from S. M. Wile, 307 North Balmoral ay- 
enue. The prisoner said his name was Percy James. 


Because he could not make more than $1 a day J. Frank 
Tustin, 24 years old, who was employed by the Humiston & 
Keeling Drug Company, killed himself July 30 at the Great 
Northern Hotel. He left a note for his mother and sister which 
explained his trouble. Tustin had studied pharmacy and took 
a poison that left no trace that his death had been other than 
natural. He was of good family and evidently expected he 
could spare his relatives the disgrace connected with his death. 
If he had mailed the notes he might have succeeded, but as 
he left them on a table the police opened them, as they always 
do in such cases, and made the contents public at once. 


NORTHWEST NOTES, 
D. Dunn has sold out to J. F. Shepard at El Paso, Ill. 


Emil Maurer, of Arcadia, Wis., has sold out to L. E. 
Dannser. 

Haering & Giese have purchased E. R. Gaffron’s store at 
Bloomington, II. 

At Ledyard, Iowa, A. E. Graves & Co. have been succeeded 
by O. L. Graves. 

E. L. McCullough, of Wykoff, Neb., has filed a petition in 
bankruptcy. 

J. H. Harrison has moved his store from Cripple Creek, 
Col., to Colorado Springs. 


George Keenhold’s store at Des Moines, Iowa, has been 
slightly damaged by fire. The loss is $100. 











en 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


99 





Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


New York, August 10, 1901. 
HE usual mid-summer dullness prevails, and current 
buying is confined principally to the needs of the 
moment. The market is, however, characterized by a 
steady undertone, and the demand during the period un- 
der review has been fairly up to the average of the cor- 
responding period of previous years. It is generally un- 
derstood that stocks in the hands of interior merchants 
are light, and while the consumption in the last few 
months has been regular and steady, there has been an 
absence of any special activity or of a demand that might 
be termed speculative, and this taken with other indica- 
tions leads many in the trade to believe that the fall de- 
mand will set in this year earlier than usual. The gen- 
eral tone is optimistic, and we hear of few complaints re- 
garding the condition of trade, though collections are 
referred to as a trifle backward in some instances, a some- 
what unusual complaint at this season. The principal 
changes of the period under review include an advance in 
alcohol, attributed to the reported failure of the corn crop. 
Quinine.has again receded in value as was confidently ex- 
pected in view of the depreciation in price of bark. Cam- 
phor has weakened in the face of disturbed conditions 
abroad, and local manufacturers announce a decline of Ic. 
Other price fluctuations noted since our last, including 
those mentioned, are: 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Alcohol. Camphor, 
Ether, Quinine, 
Thymol, Silver nitrate, — 
Menthol, Ipecac root, Rio, 
Oil peppernint, Oil anise, 


Oil cloves, 
Oil caraway, 
Colchicum seed, 


Golden seal root, 

Senega root, Western, 

Serpentaria root, 

Culver’s root, Buchu leaves, short, 

Saffron, Valencia, Cantharides, 

Balsam fir, Canada, Ergot, 

Balsam Peru, Tragacanth, Aleppo, 

Chrysophanic acid, Cubeb berries, 

Blue vitriol, Gallic ‘acid, : 

Glauber salt, Pyrogallie acid, 

Oil of bay, Quince seed, 
Balsam copaiba, 
Red rose leaves, 
Spermaceti. 


DRUGS. 


Alcohol was advanced in price by the leading distributers 
shortly after the publication of our last issue, the apprecia- 
tion being due to the higher price of corn. However, tie ad- 
vanee took nobody unawares, as it had been expected for sev- 
eral weeks previous. The revised range is $2.49 to $2.51, and 
the business passing is of about the usual volume for this 
season of the year. Wood is unchanged at 60c for 95 per cent. 


Arnica flowers are stiffening in value in the primary mar- 
kets, and though prices are as yet unaffected here, owing to 
slackened demand, holders continue firm in their views at the 
quoted range of 9%4c to 1l1c. 


Balsams.—Capaiba is in slightly lessened demand, and the 
inside price is lower for Central American, jobbing sales being 
reported at 36c to 38c. Para is held and selling at 48¢ to 50c. 
Tolu continues dull, with quotations unchanged at 27c to 29c. 
Peru is seasonably active in a jobbing way, and sales are mak- 


ing at the range of $1.85 to $1.40. Fir, Canada, is easier, and 
recent sales have been at $2.80 to $2.85, while Oregon is held 
and selling at 62%4c to 65c. 


Barks of the various kinds are without special feature of 
interest. The demand is rather light at the moment, as buy- 
ers find nothing in the situation to induce them to anticipate 
requirements. Prices generally are quotably unchanged. 


Bay rum reflects the influence of the introduction of the 
duty free Porto Rican article, and quotations are lower, at 
$1.20 to $1.25. 


Buchu leaves, short, are irregular and unsettled. Crop 
reports continue unfavorable, and while prices have dropped 
to 27¢ to 30c, as to quality and quantity, no important interest 
is extended to the article, and some holders have withdrawn 
from the market. 


Cacao butter is a shade lower, in consequence of the de- 
cline at the Amsterdam auction sale on the 7th inst., and pulk 
is now offered at 37e to 3714¢e and cakes at 42¢ to 43c. 


Caffeine is lower in the London market, but values here 
are unchanged, though the demand is light. 


Calendula flowers have weakened in the face of recent 
crop reports, which are favorable to a good harvest, and spot 
quotations have eased off to 48¢ to 52c. 


Cubeb berries are offering more freely, and the tendency 
of the market is lower, with dealers now quoting 13¢ to 14¢ 
for whole and 16c to 19¢ for powdered, as to quality and 
quantity. 


Cuttlefish bone is selling in a limited way only, at the old 
range of 20c to 21c for prime ‘Trieste, 75c to 80c for Jeweler’s 
large and 40c to 42¢ for small. 


amiana leaves are likely to rule higher, owing to scarcity, 
but there is no demand of importance at the moment, and 
while the market has a steady undertone, 8'4¢c to 9c remains 
the quoted range. 


Dog grass is in better supply and offered more freely at 
a decline to 54c to 5c, but no large sales are reported. 


Ergot is weak and unsettled, owing to reports of a pros- 
pective decline on new crop, and quotations are lower, some 
holders naming down to 44¢ for goods not strictly prime. 
though 46c to 50c is generally named for German. Spanish 
is held and selling at 54¢ to 56c. 


Ethereal preparations are higher, owing to the increased 
cost of alcohol, all varieties being marked up 1c per Ib. Spirits 
nitre, U. 8. P., now quoted 4414c to 45c, as to quantity. Sul- 
phuric ether prices have been revised to 67c to 69¢c for washed 
and U. S. P., respectively. 


Formaldehyde has continued in good demand and the mar- 
ket is steady in tone, with 15%c to 17c quoted for bulk, as to 
test and quantity, less the usual rebate of 4c per Ib. for lots 
of 5 carboys or over. 


Menthol is tending upward, and recent advices from pri- 
mary markets report an advance equal to the present spot 
quotation of $3.90. Supplies are somewhat limited and values 
are firmly maintained, though the demand at the moment is 
not urgent. 


Nux vomica is hardening in value, owing to reports of 
crop damage. Sales are, however, making at the previous 
range of 2%4c. to 2%e. 


Opium continues to lose strength and our quotations show 
a further slight decline. Holders are more disposed to sell, but 
the movement of stock is light, thedemand being disappointing- 
ly slow. While single cases are nominally held at $3.20 to $3.22%, 
there are few purchasers at this quotation, and it is intimated 
that sales are being made in some instances at about $3.15. 
Quotations for broken lots have receded to $3.22%4 to $3.25 
without stimulating demand, and powdered is finding a fair 
jobbing inquiry at the range of $4.20 to $4.30, as to test and 
quantity. ‘ ; 

Quinine has developed a weaker tendency during the in- 
terval and has sold rather indifferently. The expected de- 
cline in the price of domestic was announced on the 1st inst., 
values dropping 2c. This reduction was promptly met by the 
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ents of the German manufacturers, and, while bulk domes- 
tie is uniformly quoted 32c, the quoted range for German from 
second hands is 30c to 3lc and for Java 28c to 29c. 
i i y i from 
Thymol is in firmer position owing to higher cables 
shone, and the inside spot quotation has been advanced to 
$3.25. 
CHEMICALS. 
i i let at 
Acetate of lime is finding a moderate consuming out 
unchanged prices, or, say, $1.05 to $1.10 for brown and $1.55 
to $1.60 for gray. 
Arsenic, white, shows no change and the business passing 
is of a purely routine character at our quotations. 
i id is wi t. The de- 
Benzoic acid is without new feature of interes 
mand is confined to retail lots only, for which 12%c to 18¢c per 
oz. 18 paid for natural and 40c to 42c per Ib. for synthetic. 
Blue vitriol is fractionally higher, recent sales being at 
45¢c to 5c, as to quality and quantity. 
’ : : , : ith the 
Boric acid continues in moderate jobbing demand, wi 
sales at 1034¢ to 11%4¢ for crystals and 11%c to 11%4¢ for pow- 
dered. : . 
Carbolic acid is meeting with fair seasonable demand, an 
values are well sustained on the basis of 23c to 24c for prime 
crystals in bulk and 28c to 29¢c in Ib. bottles. 
Citrie acid is yet held at 37¢ to 37%4c for domestic and 36c 
to 36% for Sicilian. 
i ices, manu- 
Cream tartar remains quiet at unchanged pr & 
facturers uniformly quoting 20c, without regard to quantity. 

i ing 
itrate of silver is lower, manufacturers now accept 
alan at 39\%4c to 41c, as to quantity. The decline is due to 

the depreciation in value of bullion. 
Oxalic acid is jobbing slowly at 5%c to 6c, as to quantity. 


Pyrogallic acid is in fair demand and the inside quotation 
is a shade lower, $1.80 to $1.90 being now named. 
ari i ntinues in good seasonable demand and 
ee sae are wel! sustained at the range of 29c 
to 2914, as to quantity. 
ESSENTIAL OILS. 

i -ontinues to reflect the influence of compctition 
ciauee habanee ae values are easier at the range of $1.25 to 
$1.27). 

Bergamot of the best brands continues to realize $2 to 
$2.25, as to holder and quantity. 

Caraway is a trifle weaker, supplies being offered at $1 to 
$1.20, as to quality and quantity. 

Cedar leaf has fallen off a trifle, 55c. now being named as 
acceptable by some holders, though 65c to 70c remains the 
more popular quotation. 

Citronella is firmer, though quotably unchanged, the sales 
being at 19¢c to 20c in drum and 21c to 22c in cans. 

Clove is easier, in sympathy with the spice, and prices 
have declined to 55c to 5714e, as to quality and quantity. 

Pennyroyal has been in good demand, with the sales at 
$1.30 to $1.35. 

Peppermint has attracted considerable attention during the 
interval and values are steadily tending upward, the range for 
Western and State oil in bulk being now $1.40 to $1.45, re- 
spectively. H. G. H. is quoted steadily at $1.65, but offerings 
are made with reserve. 

Sassafras, owing to scarcity, is held higher, it being doubt- 
ful if any stock could be obtained under 40c, while 43c is gen- 
erally named for both natural and saffrol. Artificial is stif- 
fening in value, and while 30c to 34c will yet buy, prices are 
likely to go higher. 

Spearmint is developing a firmer tendency, in sympathy 
with peppermint, and while 90c will yet buy, $1 is generally 
named. 

Wintergreen is characterized by increased firmness owing 
to scarcity, and holders ask $1.35 to $1.45. 

Wormwood has advanced to $5.25 to $5.75 as a result of 
extreme scarcity. 

GUMS. 

Aloes of all kinds remain quiet at unchanged prices. 

Arabic continues in moderate jobbing demand, with values 
well sustained at the range of 40c to 50c for first picked, 25c 
to. 32c for second, and 13c to 15c for sorts. 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


Benzoin, Sumatra, is held with increased firmness in view 
of some scarcity of lower grades. The range as to quantity 
is quoted at 27c to 35c. 


Camphor has been reduced 1c per lb. by domestic refiners, 
who now quote bulk in bbls. and cases respectively at 58¢ to 
59c. Japanese in ounces is quotably unchanged. 


Tragacanth is in better supply and stock offers more freely 
at the range of 64c to 68c for first Aleppo and 45c to 60c for 
second. 


ROOTS, 


Althea, whole, is held at 15¢ to 18c, and good consuming 
inquiry is experienced; cut shows no change from 21¢ to 28c. 


Culvers is firmer owing to scarcity, and holders now ask 
Tse to 814c, as to quantity and holder. 


Golden seal, fall dug, continues in limited supply, and 60c 
is now generally asked. 


Ipecac has attracted very little attention since our last and 
holders offer more freely at the revised range of $2.70 to $2.90: 
for Rio, as to quality. Carthagena is firm at our quotations. 


Senega has been advanced to the range of 38¢ to 39c for 
Western. Southern is held at 40c to 44c. 


Serpentaria is in light supply and firmer, with spot quota- 
tions now 42c to 44c. It is reported that the yield of crop is 
below the average. 


SEEDS. 
Canary is less actively inquired for and values are easier 
at 214c to 25¢c for Sicily and 2\%c to 2%c¢ for Smyrna. 


Celery is in slightly improved position and quotations are 
steadily maintained at 6%ce to 714¢. 


Colchicum is pressing for sale and quotations have dropped 
to the range of 40c to 45c, as to quantity. 


Hemp has receded a notch and Russian now offers at 23%4¢ 
to 3c. 


Mustard, California yellow, offers more freely in view of 
more favorable crop reports, and values are easier at 5l4e to 
5%c. Bari brown is held at 5c to 54c and German 3%4c to 4e. 


Quince is lower without, however, appreciably stimulating 
the demand; sales at 36c to 38c. 





Something New in Bottled Whiskey. 


At the request of hundreds of drug- 


gists who are regular purchasers of 
Meredith’s Pure Malt Whiskey, the dis- 
tillers, G. W. Meredith & Co., of East 
Liverpool, Ohio, have decided to put up 
this standard article in pints, two dozen 
in ,a case, with the result that there has 
been a phenomenal demand created. It 
is claimed for this whiskey that it is 
the only absolutely pure malt whiskey 
on the market to-day. It is said to be 
in greater demand on account of its 
medicinal properties than as a beverage 
for the healthy. The medical profes- 
sion, it is claimed, indorses it as a stimu- 
land and tonic for the sick or convales- 
cent, and it is highly recommended in 
all cases of bronchial or pulmonary 
trouble. Every household should have 
a bottle of Meredith’s Pure Malt Whis- 
key in the medicine chest. The most 
searching analysis of chemical experts 
has failed to find the slightest particle of 
injurious ingredient in its composition. 
The average housekeeper balks at pay- 
ing for a quart bottle of whiskey. It 
looks like such a lot, but she will cheer- 
fully take a pint, and would prefer to 
have it put up in good style with the 
label of a well-known distiller on it, as 
there is a widespread distrust of all whis- 
key that does not bear the maker’s name. 
For this reason there is no question but 
that Meredith’s new departure will prove 
a great success. Write the distillers for 
introductory terms and descriptive ad- 
vertising matter, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 








